
ARTtS SCIENTIA Vtl'. ITAS 



Digitized by Coogle 




r 



ow 



EOBEET EMMETT, 



C£l.£BjaAT£l> 



IRISH PATEIOT_AND MAETYB; 

ft 

WITH filS SP££QHfiS, ibc 
AZi 8 0,' 

AN APPENDIX, 
VALUABLE PORTIONS OF IRISH HISIORT. 

t 



• CCONO EDITION. 



CBABUesxOV, 8. C. 



Digitized by Google 



US'" 



EBtond, Meorita* to Act of Cngress, in the Jf««fl851,l>, 

John- VV. Jk uKE, 
totiwCletk'- Office ..1 il..l.i.trietO»urtonh« NaithMB 

District of Georgia. 



I » 



Digitized by Google 



±772 

I 



TO THB 

Bona of i^t ®meraU 

THROUGHOUT THE UNION, 

THIS BOOK Id aSSPEOXFlTLLY I>SDia4TB>f 

A8 AK HUICBLX TOKEN OF* 

fitfinMt m waicH TBsir AW fiEW BY l^ 

tHE AUXfloa. 



Digitized by Google 



PREFACE. 



From, tike wUest i^Qolleetniiof tb* 4Hiin^il«r of tlik ir<fflt» 
1m lias «oiight for a complete and wtAU&MUaj biograpliy of 
BoBKRT SmanT ; but up to the preeont time Ke Iibs beea 

tiiwucceeeful. Feeling, iu conimoQ with his oouiitrv'Tnon, 
the need of stich a book, he has been impeHcd to the task 
before him. It is not hoped that the deficieocy will be 
•applied by the productioa of the following page* ; yet the 
compiler e&tertams the belief that it wtll» in eome degree^ 
101 the dedderattUD, «Bd be well receiyed by IriBlimen* He 
feels oertftin that they will gladly welcome it to the world 
of letters, tor two reasons: First, from a strong love for the 
memory of the man. Secondly^ th&t, while ponderous Tol* 
umes of biography are afloat ia the land, of men leas die* 
tinguiahedy a life o| Emm may be fouid that ia in aone 
degree wortiiy of tbe asaiL 

The oidy reeoiBBiendatum whieh the eonfalereMi olto 
witb Ob volume, ia thet it ia pnbliahed Arom the atrong 
impnlaea of aa Irish -heart; and wiUi the aole design to 
commemorate a name dear to every native of the Green 
Isla 

The works consulted in the preparation of this Trorlr, 
were principally—" Life, Tiial and Conversations of Eobert 
Xttm^ ^.l' a litUe volume published originaU|' in Lon* 
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dou, and re-priuted in this countiy hj R Coddrngloo, of 
NeTT Yorfe ; f*Oarran and bla CoDt€mporariea»'* by CharlM 
I1iiUip0» £aq.; ^4 PbilUpa' SiMeecke*.'* la uddttiwi to 
tlMtei he has derived mieli vi^aUe jhibriiiijiiioii fromntwi* 
papers Mid tnsgssbss, o&d fffpm indindnals irlid #<ff6#0Q« 
temporaiiea of Mr. Emmstt^s* 

J* W^.B. 

Charl€$t<m, & 
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, . PART L 

Birth — Parentnge — Tliomap A(Wb Emmett — Early EducA- 
tioa— la IL^llcge — Ixk France — His e£Spi;ts for liberty. 

^ fPte jottriotjo beait in every famd thrills at 

the mention of a name wliich has become il- 
lailxii^ ^tr- M^ devotion to his 

country — a man who volmitarily laid down his 
Hfe #ff ibe amelioration <d the condkion of his 
4lPirn-trodden countrymen. History furnishes 
sueki^sistdaces of true patriotism as that of 
BoBwr BiiMjSrtf it finds a pondlel onl y in the 
Ufe of-Moses — who gave up aii w orldly pros- 
pedsof honor for his oppressed feliows~cho6flK 
ing to su&r a season with them and endeavor 
to libenfte them from bondage, rattier than be 
exalted to Egypt's highest honors. Very sim* 
flar was the patriotism of Enonett. From his 
superior mind aild many accomplishments, there 
is no doubt but he could have attained great 
eminence among the men of his day ; but he 
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a LIF3 OF Mjmv^. 

sacrificed this hope, and even his life, for his 
oppressed and beloved country. What patriot, 
then, will not delight to do him honor, md go 
with us, while we recite a few passages in his 

eventful life ? 

y Robert Embiibtt was bom in the city of 

Dublin, during the year 1782.* His father. 
Dr. Emmett, was for many years state' physi- 
cian in Dublin. Thomas Addis Emmett, his 
brother, cojne to America, and was for several 
years a member of the New York bar, in which 
he practise with distinguished success. He 
had abandoned, before the rebellion of 1798, a 
respectable situation at the Irisb bar, < in oiy 
der to project and carry into execution, tlio 
schemes of that day for an Irish republic, 
and was consequently, with Dr. McNain and 
several other patriots, deported to Aineriea. 
He had one other brother, Temple, of whom his 
father once asked : '*Well, Temple, what would 
you do for your country ? Addi» would kill 
his sister for his country I Would you kill • 
your brother ? would you kill me ?" . Little, 
alas ! did that unhappy father foresee the con- 
sequences of the lesson be was inciilcating I 

We have bi;tu uuable to learu lixe ciact day of tho 
year.«-OkMc 
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qnd little did Mr. Cubran dremn^ when he 

ridiculed this morning draught" of the doc- 
tor's, how moumfally it was (me day to affect 

himself. 

Of this family, Temi^e the eldest, passed 
through the University withsuch success that it 
is s^d.hfe examiners changed, in his case, the 
usual approbation of vald^ bene into tlie more 
landahle one of ^^.O^quam heneP^ His. rise 
at the Irisli bar was unexampled, and at the 
early i^e of thirty, with a reputation to which 

time could not have added, he was called away 

from the scenes of this life to the realities of 
the unknown world. 

The second brother, Thomas Addis, to whom 
we have before briefly alluded, was a man of 
great and compceixensive mind ; <^ the warm- 
est and sineerest affection for his friends ; and 
of a firm and steady adherouce to his princi- 
ples ; to whichiie sacrificed much, and wouU^ 
if it had been pecessary, have sacrificed his 
life* He was originally intended for a physi- 
cian, and had actually graduated at Edinburgh, 
when the premature death, of Tsmple chang- 
ed his course, and by the advice of his fellow 
student. Sir James Maoimtosh, he relinquished 
medicine for the la w. Had he confined him* 
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self to his profession, there could have been no 

doubt, from the eminence to which Jie soon at- 
tained, of his ultimately realizing every object of 
his ambition. As we before noticed, he became 
entangled so much with the poUticiB of the day, 
that, with the consent of the Government, he 
was self-expatriated. It does not appear that 
he committed any indictable offence, but he 
was at member of the Executive Directory, and 
had so embarked his enthusiasm and his^ tal- 
ents in the cause, that retract he could not, and 
to proceed was death. He left his native land 
for America, yet his memory was still fresh 
there. Peter Burroi^es, his friend- and cor- 
respondent, (in the teeth of an act of ParUa- 
inent) used to revel in the recollection of. him. 
The following anecdote, which he frequently 
repeated, and with great effect, vividly exhib- 
its the intrepidity of the man. A malcontent 
hfid been convicted of taking the United Irish- 
man's oath, which, as a curiosity, is here in* 
sorted: ^ • 

"I, A B, in the presence of Godj do pledge 
myself to my country, tliat I will^ use all my 
abilities and influence in the attainment of an 
adequate and impartial representation of the 
Irish nation in Parliament ; and as a mteans of 



Digitized by 



LIFE. OF EMMfiTT. 



absolujte and immediate necessity in the attain- 
ment of this otiief good of Ireland, I will eiH 
fearer, as much as lies in my power, to £ofr- 
vrwBd a brotherhood of afieolion, au identity of 

iaterests, a coinmiuiioii of rights, and a luiion 
of power, among Irishmen of all religious per- 
sua^sioiiSj without which every reform in Par- 
liament must be pajttial, not rationali inadequate 
to the wants, delusive to the wishes, and in- 
«afEcient for the ireedom and happiness of this 
ootintry." 

KMMSTTy on motion for arrest of judgment^ 
after exhausting his learning and ingenuity^ 
astonished his hearers with this startling an- 
nouncement;: v'<And;D0W, my lords, here, in 
the presence ^of the legal court, this ^crowded 
auditory*— in the presence of the Being that 
witnesses aud directs thi;^.^ judicial tribunal— 
even here, my lords, I, Thomas Annis Ehmett, 

declare — I take the oath I And while bar, 

bench, and auditory ^^held their breath," ha 

kissed the book ! All lueu' seemed literally so 
stunned by this daring and hazardous experir 
ment, that it passed unreprehended. However, 
that the olience was indictable, was placed be- 
yond doubt, for the court sustained the judg- 
ment. 
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After an imprisoument of four years in Fort 
Greorge, in violation of «n express promise, the 
state prisoners, Mr. Emmett among the rest| 
were released, and itt 1804, at the age of 40, 
he landed in America. Alter some hesitation 
as to whether he would not pursue his original 
profession as a physician, he at length deter- 
mined on the bar. His call, without a prelimip 
inary probation of three years, met the opposi- 
tion of Chancellor Kent, then Chief Justice oL 
the Supreme Court, who at length yielded to 
the entreaties of his brethren ; and, by a sus- 
pension of its rules, he became an American 
barrister. I^Vom the tamily of the Uumtons, 
the chief of which was then Governor of the 
State of New York, he received both advice 
and countenance, and at their suggestion he 
located liimself m the city of New York. Still 
all was not fair weather. ' America, the Utopia 
of his republican idolatry, had its feuds and its 
parties. There were those in New York for 
whom Emmett was too republican. Partly 
from an antipathy to his politics, and ptrtly, it 
is to be feared, from professional jealousy, the 
Federalist party at the local bar, outraged all de- 
cency so far as to refuse to hold briefs with 

hml But he who had braved poiver ki ile 
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strongholdj was not the man to quail before 
aueh a coofederacy as that He confcontad 
and crushed it, and reaped not merely the 
pecuniary rewards^ bu^ i;i^U)f(^CP6 hsi^rized 
more, the hdnors of4he prtrfb^ioiK His ene» 
mies cowere4 beioce ..him — ChiauceUor Kent 
lejoiced in the lecaiiiatioipL of his hostility, and . 
the expatriated Irishman became Attorney GoDr 
eial of the State of New York. It was, indeed^ 
enviable elevation I because attained by no 
unworthy art (»r servile compromise, but lairly 
earned by splendid talents, indefatigable iudus- 
Iry , and stem independsnce.- , It requires some 
experience of the difficulties he overcame.iu a 
fltiange land, amid jsnvious rivals, friendless and 
isolated, to estimate his merits. There are 
some interesting incidents recorded of the 

manner in which Mr. Emmett met his enemies. 
Among these, oi^e of the niost formidable, and 
also the most eminent, was Rufus King. Em- 
MfiTT, it woU be observed, owed hun an ancient 
grudge, and avenged it on the ^ca$^on of 
King^-s being, a candidate for Governor of New 
York, in 1807. At a meeting of the Irish in 
that city, he bitterly assailed.the Federal candi- 
date, and was in turn as bitterly assailed by 
him, and by the pcess in his interest* Emmett 
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retorted, in a letter, hiis charges against King^ 
o&eof whkh was his interference, as embassador 
at the Court of St. James's to prevent the siBJte 
prisoners jQrom residing in America 1— a crc^ 
and, from such a qnarler, a scandalous idterfer* 
ence. However^ America, uniTersal America, 
lia»loiig since,by anftbleand geneYous hospital ily 
vindicated her character from any participation 
m sttcfa a proceedmg. ^f.Tour interference was 
then, sir," writes Eamietti '^.made the pretext 
for detaining us four years in custody, by whiek 
very extensive and useful plaus of settlement 
within these States wws broken np. The 
misfortunes which you brought upon the objects 
of your persectttioii were incalculable, Almoit 
all of us wasted four of the bast years of our 
lives in prison* A3 to me, i du»dd have 
brought along with me my father, and his 
iiuniiy, including a broker ^ v>k99e name prn^ 

haps^ even you will not read without emotions 

of sjfmpatkjf and re^ed. Others, nearly coi^ 
nected with me, would have become partners 
in my enugration. But all of them have b^en 
torn from me. I have been prevented from 
saving a brother — ^from receiving the dying 
blessings of a &^r, mother, and sister — and 
^om soothing their last agoiu^ by my cares^; 
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LIF£ OF KMMRTT* « 

and this, sir, by your uuworrau table and uu- 
feeliDg interfeienee.'' . 

Who, on reading this, can refuse a tear to 
thefaleof RoBSsr£ifin:tT} Whatvirtnevwere 
not shorn of their effect — what talents were not 
robbed of their iaflnenee — bf this numstrous 
interference of King I Had this not happened, 
instead of expiating his love- of country on a 
scaffold, the subject of this memoir might have 
wreathed fresh laurels for his natisre land, and 
repaid with service, and requited with glory, 
the land of his adoption. It were vain to 
speculate on what might have been ; but sure- 
ly never w^s a dawn more splendidi overcast, 
or afiiirer spring blighted in its promise. 

Mr..£MM£TT thus proceeds in his letter to 
King : Tour friends, when tliey accuse me 
of want of moderation towards you, are won- 
derfully mistaken. They do not refleet, or 
know, that I have never spoken of you, with- 
out suppressing, as I now do, personal feelings 
that 'rise up wittaa mo, and swell my heart 
with indignation and resentment.' The step 
you took wasimauthonzed by your own Gov- 
ernment. Whether our conduct m Ireland was 
right or wrong, you have no justification for 
yours. The oonstitotioii apd laws of this coun- 
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iif gava you no power to require of the ftilisii 

Government that it should Violate its faith, and 
withdraw from us its couseut to the place we 
had fised upon for our Tolnntary emigration ; 
neither the President uor you were warranted 
to prevent onr torching these shcmsi These 
remarks I address, with all becoming respecti to 
one whom his pre$s describes as tfie first 
man in the country.^' Yet, in &ct, I do not 
clearly see in what consists your superiority 
over ni^rself. It is tnie, you have been a resi- 
dent Minister at the Court of St. James', and 
if what I have read lii the public prints be 
true, and if you be apprised of my near rdar 
tioiiship and family cuiaiection with the late 
Sir John T£Mplic, you must acknowledge that 
your iutcrfercace, as a iiiuister, against my be- 
ing permitted to migrate to America, is a very 
curious instance of the caprice of fortune. But 
let that pass. To what extent I ought to yield 
to you for talent and information, it is not for 
me to decide. In no other respect howeveri 
do I feci your excessive superiority. My pri- 
vate diameter and conduct are, I hope, as fair 
as yo^fSf and even lu those matters which I 
consider as trivial, but upon which aristocratic 
pade is acci]straa6d:u> atmnp a vabiOi I should 
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not be mclined to stiriak from competition. 
My birth, certainly, will not tiiimble me by the* 
comparison. My paternal lortune was proba- 
bly mnch greater than yotm ; the eoneidera* 
tion in whicli the name was lield m my native 
country, was as great as yours was ever Iflcely 
to be, before I had an opportunity of contiibu- 
tiDg to its celebrity. As to the amount of what 
private fortune I have been able to save from 
the wreck of calamity, it is onkown to you or 
your friends i but two tliiugs I will tell you — 
I never was indebted, either ^in the country 
from which I came, or in any other in which I 
have lived, to any man, further than the neces^ 
sary credit for the curreiit expenses of a family, 
and am not so circtunstanded ttiat I should 
tremble for my subsistence'' at the threatened 
displeasure of your friends. Circumstances 
which cannot be controlled, have decided that 
my name must be embodied in history. From 
^ the manner in which my political adversaries, 
and some of my cotemporary historians, une» 
quivocally hostile to my principles, already 
speak of me, I have the consolation of radect* 
tng that, when the falsehoods of the day are 
withered and rotten, I shall be respected and 
esteemed. You, sir, will jHrobably hd forgotten 
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whettLsliali.be remembeced with honor-; or, 
if peradveaturc, your uame should descend to 
posterity, you will be only kuowu £is the lecord-, 
ed instrumeat of poft of my' persecutiouSy suf- 
ferings and misfortunes.'^ 

Nor was tbis the only occasion on which 
he Uaci to euccuater tlie viiuleace of au 
ex- embassador. It really apf ears as if a re^i*- 
deiice ill Euroj c, as luiiJibter of Stale, and- ac- 
cess to its courts^ rather polished awiiy a little 
of the rougliiie^^s of repiibiicaiiism. One is 
somewhat surprised to £nd the {patriotism of 
the exile, his lov» of freedom, and the sacri- 
£ces he vohinteered for it, cast upou him as 
reproaches by any man in ^nieneal Yet such, 
it wouLd seem, were tlie weapons cmiJoyed by 
Mr. PiNCKKfiT when opposed to Emm«tt, in 181 5, 
in tlie Supreme Court of the United States, at 
Washington. Ehxett^s demoanor was such in 
noticing it, that bhame extorted next day from 
his defeated adversary an eniogium, which he 
doubtless estimated at jts trae worth* I am,'* 
saii J|j&^ £mmett, ^^Mi. Pinokney's equal ia 
bi|*t!h, it* ^auk, ill connections. It is true, I anx 
an I|||tjipii i(ii> , Itis true (hat, in Attempting to 
rescue an oppressed, bmve, and gcnercus-hearl- 
e^^op^ hare been driven from the (omisi 
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ia my own land. It is tme tUat I eame to 
America for refuge, and sought protection be- 
Death her Goostitutioa aud laws. It is also 
true that my leaoaed antag<mist will never gath- 
er a fresh wreath of laurel, or add lustre to his 
well ectmed faicey by alhiding to those facts ia 
a tone of maligaaut triuuipli. .1 kiiow ui>t by 
what iiame acrogaitca and presumption may be 
called on this side of the water, but 1 am sure 
he uoT^r could bave acquired those manners in 
the polite circles of Europe, which he has so 
long frequented as a public minister." 

Thomas Addis Emmett pursued his prosper- 
ous career at the Americaii bar, having chang- 
ed envy into honor and respect, till the month 
of November, 1827,. ciosod the toils and per- 
ils of his checkered Iife« He was employed all 
day in court in an im[x>rtaQt cause^ aud was 
biisily taking notes for a reply, when, suddenly 
droopuig, he leaned his head helplessly on the 
table. It was too clean A fit of apoplexy 
4ad suddenly seized him, aud the few last lines 
legible on his paper plainly manifested the tre- 
mor rnii whicb they were wxitten. He never 

« 

rallied ; and his loss seems to have cast a gloom 

over the whole community. The Common 
Ot'HUCiL of th9 city of New York wore an em- 
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blem of mourning for thirty days ; the highest 
functionaries of the law came to the following 
resolution: <^ The Judges now present most 
deeply deplore his death, and will tmite with 
their associate Justices and otheJ: public func- 
tionaries, and with their iellow-eitizens, in tes- 
tifying their regard for the deceased, their ad- 
miration of his taldirtSi aiid ^^if approbation 
of his virtues." ' ' - ' 

His brethren of the bar erected a tablet to 
his memory, thus inscribed : 



Int£iu H^c* Subselua. £x. Officii. Mcneka. 



la addition to this, the citizens of New 

York erected a hadsome marble monument to 
him, thirty feet in height, in the cemetery xx£ 

St. PauPs Church, m iiioadway, upon which 
was inscribed:—^ - • 



THOMAiS. Ad3>IS. £jMtt£T7. ^ 



VIRO. 



PBfiSTAimsSIMO« ' 



SUBITA. MORTE. CoilREPTO. 
Soon. FOBENSES. POSUEBANT* 
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IN MEMORY OF 

THOMAS ADDIS EMOsIeTT, 

Who 

Exemplified iu his couduct, 
And adorned by his 
• Integrity, 
The policy and principles 
Of the United Irishmen — 
" To forward a brotherhood 
Of aiTection, 
*A community of rights, 
An identity of interests. 
And a union of power 
^Aniong Irishmen ^ 
Of every religious persuasion, 
4&the onlj^ -means of Ireland's 
Chief good, 
An impartial and .adequate 
Representation ' * 
In on Irish Parliament" 
For tins, 
(Mysterious fate of virtue !) 
"Exiled from his native land. 

In America, the land of freedom^ 
He foimd a seooad country. 



id jjf £ OF BMMBTT. 

Which paid his love 
By reverencing his genius; 

Learned ux our laws 
And in the laws of Etirope, 
lu the literature of our times 
And in that of antiquity, 

Alt knowledge 
Seemed subject to his use. 
An orator of the first order. 
Clear, copious, fervid. 
Alike powerful 
To kindle the imaginatioO| 
Touch the affections, 
And sway the reason and the will. 

■ 

Simple in his tastes^ 

Unassuming ni his manners, 
Frank, generous, kind-hearted, 
And houorabloi 
Hift private life was- beautiful, 
As his public course was 
Brilliant. 

Anxious to perpetuate 
The name and example of such a man, 
Alike illustrious by his 
Genius, his virtues, and his fate ; 
CoQsecn^d to their sffeetions 
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■ By his sacrifices, his perils, 
And the deeper x^amitiot 

, . ' Of his kindred, " 

Ia a just aad. holy caufie ; 
His sympathizing countrymen 
Firected this. monumexU aud 
' €enataph* 

Born at Cork, 24th April, 1764, 
He died in this citf , 
14th November, 1827. "■ ' 

. Before closing thi^ lAcetob, and xesuaiinG: tiie 
main design of this work, we insert thd follow- 
ing eloquent deoBcription by Mr. Du£r, an emi- 
nent adrocate, and one* wtio was not among his 
intimate associates : Thomas Addis Kmm&tT| 
in head and in heart, and in no vulgar sense of 
the term, was a great man ; and as lin orator, 
with the single ezceplionrofBu&u, unsurpassed 
by any that his country has produced. Superior 
in judgment, in. ta^, in the extent and variety 

of his learning, in persevering skill, in chastened 
fervor, in true pathos, the abilities of. EMustT 
were never displayed on their proper theatre. 
Uis, large and philosophic vieiw of society, go- 
vernment and faw— -hie ample stores of 'knowl- 
edger— his iuuivatted promptitude and iavaria* 
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ble self-command — his elocution, flowing, co- 
pious, rapid, unlimited in the nuige, most fertile 
in the choice of his language — his brilliant 
imagination and ardent swings, when most 
excited, accustomed to obey the suggestions of 
his reason-^is powers of sarcasm and irony, 
rarely exerted, but wben pot forth, resistless ; 
and above ail, that imperitorial tone of iroice (if 
the phriase be allowed) which his genius ena* 
bled him witliout affectation to assume, ia a 
deliberatiFe and popular assembly, would have 
combined to invest him 'with ccmtroHing 
Bway."* ■ . - - 
" lioBEBT EjoiETT,'' says one of liis biogra- 
phers, was moQided in nature's happiest form 
for his destined service. He possessed the 
physical qualities necessary for m accomplish 
ed speaker — with high intellect to master and 
employ knowiedge^with imagination and feel- 
ings to sway the positions and command tlie 
heart^with the power of incessant labour to 
ccdlect, discipline, and perfect the valued mute- 
riak of a revolutionary measure— lie waa eaA- 
nently calculated for the task which he had 
' ■ ■ . ■■ — ^ 

t W« are pmeipallj ndebted, for the feregoing skeleh of 
Bfr* Thomas Add\6 Emmett, to > new work by Cha&lis 
Faniirib Etq«, (MithM^O«mii and hi» OoofteafyontfiM.'* 
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nnderflBdlen; And, had success ddpond^ upon 
the worth and the virtues of ooe man, £mmett 
would now faaye been hailed as the liberator of 

his couutty.'* 
At a very early age, he was sent to sehoot 

to the Rev. Mr. Lewes, who, though a miais^ 
ter of the Established Gfanreh , was yet an enemy 
to its monopolizing power and persecuting spi- 
rit towards his CM;holie feUownnibjectai The 
impressions which Emmett received from this 
good man lasted hit^ through life. His young 
mind wiis then filled wi(h a detestation of 
tymmy and iojustiee. 

When sixteen years of age, h^ entered Trin- 
ity College* . Here his progress in classical and 
» mathematical knowledge soon gained hixn hon- 
our and reputation. But his heated spirit had 
been worked up by the political enthusiasm in 
which he had been early initiated, and he be- 
{[an to show signs of the future course he was 
to paisue. At; the Historieai Society to which 
he belonged, he expressed his sentiments so 
fieely on E}agUsh inAuenoe in Ireland, that he 
came under the suspicions of Lord Chancellor 
Clare, who afterwards expelled him from CoU 
lege^ for denouncing, in a speech he made, the 
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English form of Govemmeiil/and advoealing 
that of a republic . - * 

He bad alread7 been so ungumrded In his 
conduct, diuiug the rebeliiou of 1798, as to ber- 
coine an 6b|ect of the vigilaneeof the Ooirem- 
meat, and . had found it be^t to leave Iceland 
while the habeas -carpus act was suspended* 
He Hed to the contmeat| where an active cor- 
fespondence was. set on foot by the French 
Governments Emmett^ together with the. iead- 
eis of the preceding Irish Rebellion were sonar 
moned to Riris. Consultations were held with 
them, and the organization of another revoia* 
tion was corumeuced and prosecuted with in- 
ereasing diUgenee. Napoleon Bonapeurte, then 
Emperor of France, aided them by every means 
in his power. Emmett was made the director 
and mover of this Dew attempt to liberate Ire*- 
land from British domini(»k ' ' 

On the expiration of tlie suspension of the 
iutbeas corpus act, Emmett returned to Dub- 
lin, but thought it prudent, for the forwarding 
of the revolution, to live privately^ He took 
private lodgings at Harold^s Cross, under the 
assumed name of Hewitt At this, place his 
meetings with his coufuderates were held. 
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These pe(q^» of course, hailed with ddtghi the 
opportunity of feHcoaudeticing^ anothef^attempt 
at subvertiag t^ritii^ power in Irelajid; aud 
while come spread themsetyes over the couBtf/ 

ia every direction^ othej:$ fixed themselves ia 
the Bietropoiis. 

For about four moQths after his arrival, noth- 
mg' of Emmett's {daas transpired. Soon after 
the King's pcoclamationi on the 8th of Jdarch^ 
ooDcerring the moment of national ahorm M 
rauewal of hostilities and a threatened iuya- 
aion, favorable to his projeets^ he became mom 
active in his preparations. The whole of his 
fiunily portion^ which consisted of £2,600^ ha 
devoted to his^ enthusiasm. In thie beginning 
ci Apdril/ he quitted his lodgings at Haiold'a 
Cfos>s, with the name of Hewitt, and in the 
new name of £llis^"he took the lease of a* 

house, for which he paid sixtyK)ne guineas, ia 

Butierfield Lane, n^ Rathfamham.- ^ere 

he harangued his associates, and encouraged 
ib&m by hopes of .a happy result lo their laborsi 
which alas ! were never realized. 

^< Liberty,^ said he, is the -child of oppres* 
sion, sind the birth of the offspring is the death 
of the parent ; while tyranny, like the poetical 
desert bird, is consumed ia flames ignited by 
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ilself, and ils whole existexicQ i» fipenl m pro* 
Tiding the meras of self-daatmelioii. We bmrB 
a complete exempMcation of this in the past 
loMi&rf and present stale of Irelaad, isliete in^ 
ccease ofnumbers^ midiacreaae of iiitelligeiice 
hare been the direct rest^t of that system 
which too long has ruled this kingdom. 

m 

<^ The relentless oppression of the En^^ish 

C<ovemment forced the pe6pie into habits of 
temperance-^iieeessity made them abstemioiis^ 
and time reconcile them to their wholesome 
esculent, which providentiaUy came like the 
manna of the desert, to feed the sojourners in 
the land of tiieirfatheca. 

**When nature is easily satisfied, and the 
necessaries of < life procured with little labor 
and care, increase of population will follow : be- 
oause parentSi who are contented with their 
own condition will feel no uneasiness for their 
c^springi who can, without any ditficulty, pro* 
eOFS a situation similar to their own. Emigra- 
tion from such a country waa not to be expects 
ed; formenwhosemoderate wants were amply 
satisfied at home, had no need to seek else- 
where for wealth they did not desire^ or dis- 
tmctions they did not value. ^ BesideS| Ireland 
has always had peQuliar attractiouiio tetain^g 
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her children : a Scotchman loves a Scotchman, 
but an Hibernian loves the green fields of his 
youth^ and to enjoy these there are few priva- 
tions to which he will not cheerfully submit. 
The eccentric humor, the boisterous mirth, 
the kind and social intercourse, that character- 
ize the peasantry, likewise spread their charms, 
and generally succeeded in subduing the aspi- 
ring notions of adventurers, and helped to retain 
the people at home. When to these were add- 
ed the allurements of a more tender kind, and 
when no restraint was placed upon the natural 
instinct of man, we must not wonder that Ire- 
land is blessed with a population without a 
parallel in Europe. ^ 

" The base and cowardly conduct of the Irish 
proprietors in deserting the country, though at 
the moment a grievance, was absolutely produc- 
tive of good. Their large domains were par- 
celled out to humble cottages ; farms were di- 
vided and subdivided ; cabins every where rais- ^ 
ed their unostentatious roofs ; and every floor 
was blessed with a numerous progeny. 

*• Ireland has been forced into agriculture 



♦Agriculture. — 'The moUier and nurse of a military 
population. Irehuul has been forced into this. It was 
taought the had sunk under the arbitrary tyranny ofBiitith 
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and this still farther tends to increase the poj^* 
tdatioD, and lo give her that '7K>ktical impoti!* 
tance she nevec could have acquired if the peo- 
]de had been immuied in minmd diiBge€i»| 
or coniiaed to the fetid vapours of a maiiufac- 
(orii^ Baatile. Rural -labor is HLOi moro coiidirt 
cive to the health of the body, than it is bene- 
ficial to the exevciie of the mkid; aod we 
always find the agriculturist superior to the 
Bdechaaic, not only in physical strength, but in 
moral energy. The one is a natural soldieri 
who cconmands respect, and expcta considera- 
tion ; while the other it a mere animated tha* 
chme, whose ideas serve but as internal wi^^ls 
to keep his hands in motion^* His fmM i$ 
distorted, his mind crippled, a^ his courage 
annihilated ; bnt the agrieulturist is a man raeh 
as nature inlended-riearless, active and reso^ 
Idle ; the air he breathes' ensoxes him health ; 
the ground he tills supplies him with sustain'' 
ance ; and oceupetiops make him morale 

1 — • ■ — - — ^--r-; — ' ' 

monopoly. Let the proud Bnton regale himself in ih^ 
wliolesome air nf ir.in«js and workt^hop^j, aiid become ospificd 
in the strengthen ititr attitudes of monotonous labor; while 
the degraded Irii^hrnau draws health and number, and 
fierceness and force, and becomes too nimble to be caught 
hj his crippled ownei, who hobblea aftui tuiu threatena 
Villi His erntelu' ^ 
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hardy and brsve. This is a copy of a millioa 
portraits, and they are all found in Ireland. 

* The aspirations of civilized man after |iee« 
doto are coersfl with his existence, fiis rights', 
like the mountain torrenti , may be diverted 
from their dHginal channel, but cannot be effe6^ 
ta^ly ioipeded in their course. Dams may bo 
raided to stop the coming streaih ; but, if the 
congregated waters cannot find an6ther way to 
the place of their destination, they will burst 
through every opposition, and overwhelm in 
destrCtction allthe worlds of.lordly and presump- 
tive man/ - ; • , . * 

< But we j^udy' obsetved a bystander^ ' that 

Tory populous countries have contmu^ in 
riavery;' 

^ Numbers,' rejoined Emmett, ^ whose .minds 
are more enslaved than- their bodies, may sub^ 
mit to injustice ; but numbers, inspired with in- 
telligence, never can« The Irish people are not 
only shrewd, but informed ; and for this good, 
tis well as for every other blessing they possess^ 

they are indebted to the folly and wickedness 
of their governors. Divide et impera has long 
been the maxim of those who oppressed us ; bul 
the result has been the reverse of their anticl^ 
]>etaona Thd lBbhtiiiued agitation^factioOi diid 
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disGittdf consequent^ upon- such a aystem; of 
legislation, produced their mofal effeot^i and, 
like the vivid lightuiiig, served to pudfy the 
element they disturbed. . The polilical nrhneW 
pool has drawn within its vortex every man in 
Ireland ^ discussion has been uni«renmlly pro* 
yoked ; a^jMhe j>assions have been unlisted m 
the genertf^^onfliet The Imman intellect has 
been propelled^ vulgar errors corrected, and ilm 
9pmt of enquiry, and invwti^atieii has gonci 
abroad. 

^ To reason upon the political state of h» 

country, has long been the propensity of the 
Iriidi peasant ; and, firom ecHitinually -thinking 

upon th^t subject, he has at length learned to 



■ 


if 







ctmdition, but is well acquwited with the cause. 
There is not a subject connected with the 
country, on which he cannot give an accurate 
iOpinion ; he knows, as well es any niM-in the 
Castle, the purpose of every measure of Gov- 
ernment, whether it be to. enrich, a spendtl^iCt 
nobleman by a job, or coerce the uufortunate 
peassuitry by an Insurrection Act» 

* I know my countrymen : I have conversed 
with them^ and have found th^ practical phi* 
loaephera* TlMir fentiments are the pure em* 
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of Batore, ana taught by adireiisUy, Ti^y ar^^ 
m ceiKiequenee, geaendly eocrect; and, withool 
my gses^t, exertioa of tbooght, are £recjaeally 
prolSpuiiii How e&m ksro I mq ihem cBtU^ 
•I the aboi^ire^eifofts of4heir ic^eudBy who &sk* 
deawr to procure them iadiess.iii a coBstil» 
tional way^ \arbile| at the same tiipe, they iiare 
Md me very pertmeotljry and^mry tnily, that 
thqy ejected AO eoQcessioa from Government, 
tatil liiey weie able te mmai on it VJ^ 

.During this address^ Eiom^'e fine manly 
wmHenanc^ glonred ifith aa..enlhiiBi«itic fir^ 
|lMt, and he delivered himself with as muchr 
Mimfttidd fervency as if he were addieasing a 
numerous -but distracted assembly, which he 
wished to ilerstuuld* Hie words flowed with a 
graceful fluency, and he combined his aigu* 
ments with all the ease 4f a maa accustomed 
to abstract discussions. 

Hie amiable and este^ned chaiacter gaVe aa 
elevating influence to the fame of the society 
of which he was the leader ■ many of whMii 
though' of equal talents and respectability, were 
iooGmor in that fine aeHsibjlity of heart, and 
constancy in friendship, which gained him the 
love and ^teem of all who knew fnm. Nor 
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was it .only^i^r his bland maoners »d fioe sei>* 
sibilities of he^wt, and coftttancy in friendship, 
ajud firmaess in paniuple ; be ranked^ amoiigsl 
the highest of its gifted sons, wha diiplay its 
^ortib ^mus and its social spirit, .who ^intror 
dace the mme ^f bdaud'to -Uib lespeM 6f Ike 

r Oommensiirate with his Tahie to felatlres 

and fnendsi and ' to ius ^ive city, vm& the 
appalling sensation that pervaded his.coufttr^ 
on the- occasion of his lamented death. It is 
not, theo, surprisuig that, his remavA in one 
unexpected moment irom thia busy liie's voca^ 
tioQS, to the cMivions " sMeMe/ of the tomb, 
should producei as it. did^a general burst of 
aorro W|.and a conuium sense of beieaineinent^ : 




% 
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l^e UaiteS IrislinieXH-The causes wbich \«A to' the Rebel- 
lion of '93— An^ evening witJi Jii&iettr-*Ttieobald Wolfe 
TaiQe---llxe Unioa-^ita' tfbnidequeiices. 

MoRE,than fifty summers have closed around 
the United Irishmen sinc^ they made Uatbolic 
emancipation and parliamentary reform the lead- 
ing measures of their policy«. T^ey found 
the Catliolics of Ireland, the great majority of 
its popul^ioui redueed by the operation of. the 
ferocious penal liaws^ to the condition of slaves, 
ia-all tj:^gs except t^emg veadab^e, to the very 
j»eanest bf their Proteistant countrymen. Not 
only did tiie British Qovernment embrace every 
severity that<;ouId waste the vigor of the na- 
tion ; but all the riglxts of huq^anity, and every . 
duty of life^. were sacrificed by its direction or 
comuvance j provided only that, this sacrifice 
w6uld promote the self-interest^ or gratify thj9 
rancor of the fjpivored party. 

Thus, there was a law of discovery ^ by whkh 
a man who betrayed the ccn£d.eiice of lus 
frieind, if;he were Catholic, possessed hknself of 
that friend's estate. 

There *wiBis a law- wluch disablied the - 6atha- 
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lie father to be a guardiaa to his own child^ or 
to educate him. 

There was a law which made the disobe- 
dieiice or apostacy the Gathc^io ehUd the 
m^ans whereby to disinherit his father. 

There was. a law for robbing a Gatholic of 
his horse bn the highway, if when interrogated, 
he confessed his faith. ' . \ 

There '^^as a law to prevent the education 
of Catholic children, and to punish. Catholic 
teachers' as eonvicts ; to Imnish the Catholic 
clergy, and to hang them if they returned ; to 
prevent Catholics from purchasing or inheriting 
landed estates ; from having arms for their de- 
fence ; to debdst them fwtti the' profession bf 
the' law ; to prevent them from holding any 
office of tn&t, honor 6t emohntient'; ' voting ot 
elections, or sitting in Parliament. 

The United Irishmbn flmnd their comatiy 
under the government of such laws, and <^ 
many others, an conceived in the same spiriti 
and all elaborated with consummate skill to 
rob, ham»B and insttlt a "defenceless, people. 
These st§itutes, without parallel fo^ inhumani- 
ty, Wer^ framed against Christians, under pre* 
tence of securing the Protestant religion. They 
. were 4Hiactdd' by the Iridi iVotestaittSi politic^ ' 
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Protea^tante ; diaa whom no sect has cxied more 
loodlf against oppression and persecntion, trhen 
the Protestants were martyrs. For ail thiis, the 
Plrolestant religion is not persecnting in its na- 
ture. The crimes of the doniinaat party are^ 
not jusdy^ehai^^eable npon the Protestant leli- ( 
[ion, though committed m its name. They 
^eie bitteriy deplored by the United* Irishnien 
of all religions, and by none more than the 
idbject of vthis menioiry himself A member of 
tli^ established Church, but m . abetter of its 

Through all this long persecution, tiie con- 
idnct of En^and wore a^ vizor of hypocrisy. It 
was not the conversion of the Irish it desired, , 
Imt dieir spolifition, division and fiiubjection* J 
If united in religion, they might unite for their 
^iiflliy inlerest, and. a means of weakening 
them by dissension would be losti The Eng«* 
Ijsii laissipn never bad the merit of being hon^ 
ie^ly fanatieal ; it waaeotd-blooded and crafty. 
"Its conduot was not feebly palliated by the 
austaken sinceriiy of blind zeal wbiph timo 
Hiight soften and philosophy assuage. It had 
Ike mofe tetrestrnl motives of insatiable rapa^ 
dty, ihe appetite for piu|ider, and the desire of 7 
&ttening on the gieen pastmea of lrekoid^^ 
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Thl^ is tlio catiiig canker which neither lime 
per re^n ever curesy a^d ^hkh is now aa 
devouring, where it has the power, as^at its 
first inception. . - ^ 

•After the laws faad disfranchised four-fifths 
of the population, all the emoiiunents pf ollice, 
all the wealth of the xicbest church in the 
Avoiid, all the distinctions of power, all. the 
pomp, circumstance und advantages pf don^iH* 
ion^ fell into th^ lap^f th^^ favored few. These 
men nev^r wi$hed to lessen' the pretexts ,of 
their gains; they never sought the conversion 
of their helots^ by any means that ever UM^e 
proselytes tg any cause. • 

. The doniestic spoliation of Uie Catholics was 
the share of the Irish Pfotest(ints in this wliolor 
sale robbery. The spoliation of thd>Iiish nar 
tion wa^ tlie pai t of |i!ngland in this boundless 
plunder: she took the whole trade, prosperity 
and independence jof Ireland, which the Irish 
.Protestants (shas^ qb them) freely sniarendet^d 
for the license to pillage and-, tyrannize at 
bomOi These, wrongs inflicted and endured, 
begat mutual hatred and frequent collision, and 
will account for lUe little union ^among Irisht 
m^i, aad ihe /erocity ul ch^iacter to be iound 
< • • • • 

% • 
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in those districts where the fulirene parlids 

*" This barter of a nation's rights for the lucre 
tim^taistioitf k wiwt iwm c^Uad the Protealaikt 

ascendancy in church and state. It was also 

mlMk tim Bhtish oouslitutioQ. Agaiost tfen* 

impious combination of treachery within, and 
tfiMiiy ^^ook wiUiottti the Ulu^d l^iahmi^'^ 
points thdarmth ^tfttekyA, wbieli we have gi^_ 
«r :M ffi^tbec place. It oath thai 

%tMgl vieiims were sent Xq the. scai£|dkL ' 

Aumii^ behold liie tfinipli 

oi.iim Catholic cause^ that haj^y ageottiplish^ 
MfciT if iimi irf the gmitlest measoiea tK> trkieh 

be devoted /ortune and life. But ^e saw, oc 
*Mi|liBt He^eamr, aff^lba nftferials fera 8I1c6gM9 
filt struggle for freedom, in Uie internal resoujr- 
^M^^ibdtarM iielaiid. In his mdBieii^ 

of social ease and retirement, he delighted to 
liloiM^ Ttoo«ic€l^. ^ writer who 
e^emed to know him \vp^^ gives the follow- 
I liiH iiHiti becw£^^. Emmett'^aDd his 

friends, while he was maturing his measuics 

***^I:liave seldom spent a happier hour in 
ti^. i did tliat evexung with i:immell^ 
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His manjieis, lus eioqueace, and the sinccirity, 
well as kindnass, -which bf^t]ie4 thnmghr 
%^ety thing lie $aid, b^ished reserve on my 
|iart»aB4 v^^U «(u>¥eiiiHiid.tiipfe4ite Icmig^tcied 
friends than caisual acqaaiBtances. We talked 
^ rliteHtture, of Xioacfofi, and of politics. My 
sentiments regarding Liberty — the goddess He 
idolized— Wiei)^ uransa ; imdV' 9S I/spoke .with 
becoming abhorrence of tyranny, he seemed 
delighted with my opinicms. ' Before we tepai% 

aled he Jiiadc me promise to call on Inm that 
night at bis iodgiHgs ; and whea L did so, about 
eight o'clock, I was agreeably surprised to find 
tl^ Ejule th^. before me« ' Aiter Hsupper tha 
conversation took a political turn, tind Emmett, 
.whes^ mind was Iheu ^ied )vith the project 
of liberating hiS country, began to expatiate on 
ttiLe ease with whi^ch IreUnd 'Could throw oif 
the English ^oke, and*the benefits that would 
ensue from such ^ measuie. 

■ 

< Your enthnsiasmf my friend,' said I^ intei^ 

rupting him/ • carries you beyond the bounds 
ci probability ; for, in-anticipating a revolution 
in this country, you forget tliat England calcu- 
lates on the subjection of Ireland, uad that she 
is able to comjptiLwhat it is her iiHerest to do- 
iire.^^ 
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* riie desires i^' hh teplied, < I have no 

doubt ; but that she is able to compel it, I un- 
besitatiiigty deny. Tha belief in England's 
saperior strength has too long prevailed in this 
kingdom^ . but it is no happily, begiimmg to 
disapfpear* In'^^oompanng the two countries, 
we must exclude from our calcuiatioir every 
Hung but physical -strength done, and then the 
balance will be entirely in favor of Ireland ; 
for rbelieve 4t will be read^y admitted that. 
^ has the greater military populuUou ^ and in 
astroggla forlibefty, men tnif are valuable; . 

* It is a matter of arithmeticoi calculationr 
iDriand can, ia tbe event of a well-organized 

* « 

levolution, turn into the field between sev^ 
a^d^^bt^hundl:ed thousand effective men*— an * 
army certainly more numerous than any force 
pngififMi couldMnd against her.' ^ 
* " • Admitting your cakulatioa to be correet,** 
I letijumed, ^ y^a are not to deny the auperiori* ; 

tyof disciplined troops over rebel numbers. 

An army ot Mty thousand men would soqn* 
tout your invincible phalanx.* 

^The lime 4ms passedi my dear sir,' he re- 
joined, * when such an .exploded notion found 
dedence aniipng . mankind., lu a barbarous 
egoi ^9bm two moiM ixevt u{» within giui- 

» 
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able target for its opponent to firo at, such a 
Mkf miimtwaly be^aue be wbo pomtmmAm 

musket hud a fearful advantage over the man 

who had iifti oneu But iiK^m CiaM haf^ 

difiercnt and more natural mode of warfare j 

j^tmpsl prowess now^ m penocbi niiEjpiv, 

ty, is likely to be victorious ; and all necessary^ 

4i0(^qiUiie <»a be l^Mfitsd mMxmf f^4»^^ A 

man Joes not necessarily acquire either superior 
courage or M^ifi^es^ (WWj^.^ ootoc./Qfchi».giOiit| i 
and a soldier with a masA }myem^ tarn- 

pih^€:j^Rtatbk iwrj tid^toiy of nMdtenL 
. times has beeu gained by ce^iiiig to close ac- 
« tkn, andtbat i6odej tb wh^i^fa « weH^tegulaiei 
. fM^my i^^iiidebted for wccess^ is as availayd to 
^ ad^ermffied batid of freemexf|Bl4o any bfafd 
tkoops in Europe* ' ^R*^^ * ■ • 

^ modes of attack and dofimce, an inswgeut ipmy 
im adisciplineiif own, rgwm m e iritilt -hy ^ ' 
laason, and sanctioned by exp^ence. VViih. 
WidM towBS oazi^ ddtio gaiTueiii 1^ 

jioth^iig to do : the liilia of their count|y sorve 

hikea aiq theii be&t bullions, whije deiiies^^ 
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fofd thiai offWnnrtiiiiiliM of oltafik. wad woodi^ 

and yaileys serve them as places of ambush. 

* The faee of luttore solicite the i^^preiBed ta 
«%ain their freedom ; and certainly, no coun- 
try oa the.globe has m matiy iHvitaUiOoa to re* 
wk M.ov ovo* 9oaieely a mile,' fttm Me 
extremity 4>f. the- lifaaid to tho other, in which 
« hostile aimy conU: hot be siioeeafolly har* 
assed| and, if needful^ siieoessfully pppoied. 
To this ihay he-added, ^t an Irish . insuigent 
Mmy would materially difier from a similar om 
llMBA^^httgdam 4>f Emo^ for hearly erorf 
peasaati ond certaiuly every man above the 
tttik of a peasant/ is intimtely acqiuunted 
with tlie use of fire-arms^. Those near the 
MHdioier (and those loeti, large portion ) are. ax* 
eelleut marksmen; while the mhabitants of 
.irioantaki% luid the ne^borhoods of bogs, 
lakes and marshes, are expert fowlers. The 
Wexford iaihcfipsnts, in^the late rebelUon, gave 
aproof of their abilities, and showed that the 
feasanlry of Iieiandi t^hen aroQsed^ ace nothing^ 
Inferior to the. best disciplined trooj)s in Eu-> 

* I know it,' interrupted the Exile, 'for I 
witfiessed their skill in bringiog down an ene« 
my, and I must confess thstt, had Aey leaden 



Digitized 



of experiences Uiey weie xi^tkjtfig iofeiiof , 
for mum; 40 any fofoe 4hiit. might be tonight 
against them, - ; . * 

< Thefe k always a deficiency^' said ^ hr 
some part, that renders every elfort ofthe i;e- 
fllainder abortiye* Out of a hnadred • i^olts, 
scarcely one has been successiuL' - ; 

* ^Patxlon me,' said Emmett/ ^if I set you • 
right ; for history iuriushes us with fcMT^instaor 
oea ef failure where a natioa^ has 'been ^unaii^ 
mous. It is giving the enemies of maju. a new- 
weight) to add to the borden of oppreasion^by 
dignifying pigmy insu£i'<5ctions and partial re- 
bdyiione.with the.nama of opeur te^oit. ' They 
should rather be called, sanguinary riots, and 
thus reduced, to their proper level : their gkesto. 

might not be summoned from obliViOUs ne- 
glect to. scare maukiad: frjpm aa asi^rtioa of 
their rights. Instances of national resuscita- 
tion are neilher few noi; unfrequent. Tyjnuir* 
ny v^Bs expelled from Rome by the rebellion 
of the people ; and Switzerland and the JNEetbr 
eriandaare-memorials of successful revoIt& la 
our own day, America has shown us what a 
Ibw thopitod peasanta eoold accomplish' when 
actuated by a love of liberty. Xrelfmd is super* 
ierin n^mbetaioany of thes^ ^oalalheaiia 
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iddcaNT and icontaf^^ andstimiiJialed by wiiHig* 

greater thaahav e been experic^aced by all tlieso 
together*. ' '% ' . • ^* - . - - 

^Soldiers are but men, and generally Ae- 
most imbecile otm^n. Let tke jpeopie^be taught 
to despise the glare and glitter of polished arms^, 
aad the terras tbqy afa Mfoui to iiuspire. will be 
eon verted into objects of ridicule and contempt. 
Ha{q;>ily an opiaion evaik iu Ireland, 4bat a. 
soldiblr as an "inferior In€lHa^, and that threa 
himdre4 athletic peasaats would be equal to a 
fegimenl of a ftonsand men; T dtfn^t s'ay^tkat 
this opmxea is correct, but at must b^ admitted 
liiat, m eisse vf a rising, it iv^ouM b^ of infinite 
service^ m tending to inspire confidence in the 
insurgents, and. eonleiiipt for their enemiesi — 
two thi^s that materially conduce to victory. 
• iliOflEders, in^ harassing'iW) wonld be ceaisi* 
ly procured, for the sagacity of an unlettered 
peasant might serve for Ae purpose; Wh6 
does i^iot remember the servant boy at Oulard, 
iHiMe advicerweis followed by the destrtietioii 
of a whole regiment ?x Great occaislons pro- 
diice great men, and "^geneifals are formed^ Txi^ 
the study as well as in the camp. The Cath* 
niiiSB are not what they-^formerljr were — ^intelU- 
gence ^ dufused| thpusauda of them are m the 
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British army I and erety paan of these would 

patricB is not extinguished by the impositioa 
of the aiilitiurjr GMh.' 

Down to the period of 1782, English Acts 
of ParUamfiai imm &iSet^ to biad iiefaokl. 
Misgovemment and poverty, the neglect of 
agrieoltuiei the pvohibiticNi of commme, tbi. 
abandonment of manufactures, were, durin; 
that penod, the {mtioa 0( Iiebuid. But t^ 

wards the end of the American war, the voir 
imteers emancipated their ^countrymeii fioBi 
this bondage, and gave it the means of being 
indepeudenU The example of America waa 
before both parties with all the omens ; hence 
the demands of the Toliiotaws wece prudeu* 
tially conee^bd, and the glorious lOTohition Off 
17SSt vna aecompiisbed without the losfei x>f a 
drop tiT Mood. The happy ocmsequmee wm 
the immediate liberation of the xommeree of 
Ireland from Eb^idi ieitrietionSv. Her 
ing prosperity soemed miraculous**Hso prompt| 
80 general; so emiehii]^ ; a^ her aptitude to 
prosper by free trade became knowfl ^t.th^ 
aeme time, to her rival .and herself.?- 

But the volunteers could jiot be always ia 
wmSf and Imland had fio lopreaeiitatiTe tam&oir 



Digitized by 



bly to foster her prosperity during peace. Hers 
viaiSy alasl a borough-parliameot^ coaaposed sole- 
ly of the dominant faction, representing but a 
omaU pouion of the iiiliabiti^Dts, aud having 
few feelings or wishes in anisQh with the mass 
of the people. . 

Every one soon pefceivjed that .all noeosures 
of lelief would be iodecuret nay, illusory^iinless 
preceded or accompanied by a reform in ihe 
parliament - The yolunteers saw it, 9ud en« 
deavored to reform j but they excluded the 
Catholics ffom thek pldx^i 'and did -jnot 

(unhappy effects of the ignorance of the tune !) 

th^ thia alone ..would defiaat itieir aifai;; Uiat 

they cOulJ not erect an edilico of freedum on a 
fguadation of monopoly. ^Warned by these 
errors, the United Irishmen altered the system 
o( ref onn f ui^iameataUy. > Tb^y exten^d tl^eic 
base, and ^tablished their plan upon 4hrw 
simple prini^iple% nejcessarily dependent upon 
each other, and containing the dieease, the 
remedy, and the mode of its attainment. The 
excess of English influence, a Ireform In parlia* 
incnt the remedy, and thq inclusion of the 
Catholics the mode of its attainnient 
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^H£OBALD Wolfe Tone,* a very distin- 
guished politician of that day, had/ of alt 
erfi, the. greatest part in effecting this change of 
Hentknent among the Protestanla^ to whose 
communion he belonged. He wrote the origi- 
nal declaiation for the Society of United Iriiih- 
men o£ Belfast, and his powerful writings 
brought the Pfesbyteirians. <rf'tbe North tefy^ 

gen^i^ally into the 'system* ' ' " 

s 'finmett often beafd hupi in atraite <tf pure 
and forcible eloquence expand, inculcate and 
i^y, for the benefit of Jus beloved eonntry, 
the political princij^es of the United Irishmen. 
' ^bffteffet men have no means of legitimate 
iedresS) we have seen them become their own 
arnngetSy the- worst gov<snuiient being alwityg 
marked by the greatest commotion. If there 
not an impartial administiatioa of justjbe, 
the stiletto takes the place of the jury, and for 
. want of a govemment restricted and accounts^ 

* fi r M l I t i T r ^, ^ r , . ni i ^ t .tji i t'j^ ,, ' ,1,, - A i »j0 m 

' We have embodied in the Appendix to this work, a 
sketch of the life, trial and condemnatioQ of this distiu- 
guislkeit Ifuk p|itiiot,.Mc<i^ft€fii K^ FUUlm^ new woi^-^ 
** Coma Rul ma Qoiitempctaicies.'* aboM Jiave beea 
pleased to' mnre introduced it -into the lx)dy 6{ the work, 
Dut could nut doflQ.witlumt too great a digression. It will 
be found very inueresting, and it is ho|>ed that it will not be 

ia>«a Appendix vmfUj are.-r<kaL 
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l)Ie> in IH^lisifid). insuirtectioft aotid ciyH ^rair %Bre 

the only resources of an exasperated people. 
Left without the proteetion a nati6R&i pao^ 
liament, Ireland was always tyrannically mled, 
tile fraine of iSoeiety diskK»tod and broken, •and 
her numerous insuuections were the throes of 
teomzed^naitUre; ' , • - 

Bat from the moment the Protestant refdrm** 
j cyc9 recognized the principle that no refoizn was 
' practicable, efficacious, or just, which should 
not equally include Irishmen of every religious 
\^ persuasion, the measure Was feasible. It re- 
ceived the^issent of the whole nation,, iaave only 
Hie BsftA^lifllieAtAurch, aftdthe other depend- 
^nels ol Ih^ .British government Its prineiple 
itftiMftneiiAad^i^ io (he cMMmm sense of 
mankind ; , ^d the authority of piankind pco- 
dhmied 'its ben^tf/ ' in a riiort time to way 
was so prepared by public opinion^ that even it^ 
'ttlerested opponents- aotieipitted- its ^fina^soc- 
eess, 1*hey determined, therefqre, upon the 
'^espetite expeidi^nt of leaving no psbrlmnient iti 
Ireland for a reform to better. They hastened 
buy fiom* the bofengh-4ioldem that whicdi a 
truly Irish parliament would not sell — its own 
existence, ^bey hoped to erthignish') in the 
£kbolitiou of the parliameuti every chance of 
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m 

peioeable mi constitutional .improveinent.r-* 

They CQUspirqd to transport it for lite,- mjiitila- 
ted and captive, into the British Hou$e ; to imr 
prison beyond llie seajs in ilxo abyss of English 
supremacy, where . its languishing^ - n^mless 
remains, dponoied to live in a perpetual minoeir 
ty, couM never more, bring, to its iU-^fated coxat^ 
try the blessings t)f libortjr, good govemxaeut 
or oomoMuce. 

' " By tlie measures of a legislative union, Ire- 
land reverts again tp the . same ^wretched state 
^ wheu.l)ou.ad by acts of the British parlia- 
mdpt. . Oh ihe misery of that state, the ableaC 
men wjio ever advocated her.'tausoji even other 
thai^ .United jbrishmen, bavB exhausted ekn 
quence and invective, and the brightest page in 

ber history iathe o«e irhieh records iike-eiAofti^ 

ed reuunciatioii of that usurped power and plen- 
ary right, of a^-govej;nm^at« The pitiful re^ 

presentation erf Ireland in a foreign land can 
but liitie wail, her for hei* own benefit. She is 
there in'ti minority 6f one to six. The six give 
tha law to the one, a^ui wiib that one they have 
nothing in 'COmmoD* They have other con- 
stituents^ wjgu> are a diilerent.^e<^} who liave 
clashing interests, ^ho haive nsftional antipa- 
thiASi and who aiay-i¥oU ieei OQQt^pt for. the 
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substitutes of that parliament that traitorously 
sold its country. * SacK are the tegislatMS who 
have bound Ireland .in fetters. 

T^e conseqtieBees ete the same as hereto- 
fere ; discontent and remoustfrance, and a pro- 
cSamatioi^ to all Eait>f^, showing hovt easy it 
would t)e to dismember tiie United Kmgdom# 
No loyalty will reconcile rational bemgs to pr6* 
serve an evil which they can exchange for a 
good ; so that these who nuike Irebind poor and 
enslaved, set before her, above all other men, 
tile advantages of separation. What eto create 
a desire for. this remedy but ill-treatment? and 
so-long' as this treatment lasts, how 'shall tha) 
desire discontinue ? They stand in the relation 
of cause and-e^ti and will for ever -go on, or 

cease together. ■ ' •. 

"It was the opinioa of Emmett, that tl^e legis- 
lative utiion was a measure more suited to 
facilitate the despotism oi the ministry than to 
rtrengthen the' dominion of England. Since 
the abuse of pow^has always followed excess^ 
liO'Iess in sations thmi individuah, a restraint 
upon human actions ia salutary ibr^l parties, 
md the-inifiediment that shall stb|> the €^reet 
of ministerial tyranny, will be found to work 
best tot the iptabilicy of tho eoniiezion. If this 
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operate to tht^ goo4 of Ireland, she will obserw 
k for Ua utility^ sia Irish pariwuiMi^t beings thw 
its best preservaiive. If, qh the^contraryi it be 
madei at pcss^, |o mrififio the many- for 

the few, it wiii be viewed as a curse by thq 

Iridi people— evil that miiai be got rid -<rf^ 

rather thau a good to be embi;ai;ed ai;ul chemi^* 

ed, . • ' • • . 

At present we see those persons wUo deny a 
pfurliamaat to Iialand oA whidi to iee( her {mmm 
and happiness, self-poised and self-proteeted ; 
we fie^ theaumiuiow 4o-chaage ti^ sti^te of ib# 
quetstion, and to represent the repeal of the 
legisla,txve uuioa as a schism ia the go vernioettti 
They would limit the people of Ireland entire 
\y to £kigiaa4iar bepefife^wheace^ theOi have 
come their wrongs ? An Irish parlian&ent, on 
the. contrary, wouid bejL bond of liber^ ^oa- 
tieirion ; it wouldnsiettle every queetioQ of do* 
mestic policy at. home, |w^eat strife aod tOr 
cirimiiiatioii between boA eouhtnes^ eeeure to 
the aHairs of . lreland| a. degree of attention 
, which however Yieoeesary, they do not and 
caiHiot obtaiu auiong the we%hty concerns of 
ft dilBbreiU people, in a ioreign legislature. It 
would rjemove the oU^ opprobrious evil of legis- 
lation wifthoiit lepmentatioii;. Iff whacevwr 
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this ifli. jj^jsurtial and foreign, xt is inadequate : os 
unfiles to Ireland, it is vorthlesfi mockery. 
Wh.jf' was a borougli-ccfostituency vicious, but 
became it sent mm to make latirs for the pec^ 
pie who did not represent the people, who were 
retnhied by a diflbient body, and intient tijpon 
serving tiiemselves and their employers. . 
. ; The, ifltttribtttes of genius are not i^re among 
the countrymen of Emmctt, and time is con- 
Btantly developiilg the jesources of mind* The 
hdKMTS of intellect press onward for distinction, 
while pames of .high ^dowments are fprced 
back to make room for new reputation. They 
:^kme will be remembered who have acted with 
an impulsive power on the destinies of their 
GQUO try and kind. . Amojog those who £ist 
taught how to overthrow themisrale of Iren 
l^d,^ who exposed its eau^ an.d prepar^ its 
CQpe, Emmett is distinguidied. He had great 
influence m tlie adoptiiD^ of those measures 
which are still at issue betweegn lreland and her 
foes, and which, pi part obtamed, in part wiUi- 
held, are deleiminative of her futme happiness, 
as they shal^ fina^y or be ^^alty success- 
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> / PART III. 

Prcparalii»ns fi)r an outbreak— Devotion cf the Patriots — 
Crueltie s of the day — ^JbJipl08i<Ml 4»l * i^epot — The dujf of 

The different depots of Dublin, which J&m-^ 
mctt hired for his purposed outbreak, were, at ♦ 
hts sole expef^, furnished with military ^ik^s 
and handles, ammunition and clotliing. 'In 
one of these depots gimpowder/ was manufate- 
tured ; in an(5?her, timber was pi*<Bpared for cdtt- 
structing pikes ; and in otherS| pikes, lire-arms 
and storeis "Arere deposited. ' 

it must be observed of the iiumerous persons 
connected those; depots, that naitiier the 
certainty of an ample reward, nor the waveri^p; 
instlibtl ity common fo men efignged in danger^ 
ou^» designs, could draw the diticovery from the 
'ftnpenetrable recesses of their fideHty : an evi- 
dent proof, that the hearts oi the |)eople wero 
with the ^project ; or, perfiaps it was that- the 
departmeuts of the police of Dubjiiii, were all 

by mra Wh6 had been deeply engaged in 

the cruelties of the preceding rebelliun^ and 
who, bein^ ott that account stigmatized and 

detested by the people, even those who wero 
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■ 

secretly IncKned to give information, were 

not willing to unbosom themselves to mea 
whom they regarded with 'so much horror. 

We caunot resist the temptation to insert the 
following najprative, as iUustrativfe of the crueV 
ties and abominations committed daily, and 
with imputiity, upon the unfortunate people of 
that dreadful period. It is from the pen of a 
writer, who will not fail to interest, as he was 
an eye-witness to these revolting scenes: 

After walking about a mile, we came to a 

neat thalclicd cabin, situated in a very serines- 
tered valley. A river ran before it, and a few 
aged trees shaded tlie simple roof. The door 
was opeQ, .and on our entrance, a peasant rose 
to receive us. He smiled as he banded me a 
chair, and looked in(][uisitively at my compan* 
ion* • 

" 'Don't you recollect Mr. J——?' inquired 
the exile. 'This interrogation was followed by 
a momentary pstuse, during which Ilowlan 
seemed lost in reflection, after which he burst* 
into an exclamation of surprise and pleasure. 

<<<Oh ! blnd-an-ounze r he repeated several 

times, 'is this yourself — your own four bones 

wholo and sound after ail ? Well, well, 1 knew, 

1 knew 1 should see you a^ain, though 1 was 
* S ' 
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certaia you were dead ; and many is tbe jpa/^r- 

aiid-avi I said ibr your soul, though I believe 
yon are a Protestant. But wheie's the harm 
in that ? did you not fight like ^ny Roman for 
ould Ireland ? and what more could a real true- 

bora Catholic do ? Troth, some of them diJii't 
do as much, the spalpeens, or we would'nthaye 

liow to Leg 111 again.* 

^^^SoySOy Howlan/ said the Exiiej ^you 
Laveir t yet learned to be loyal * 

<^ < Loyal V repeated the hero of Oulard, ^xiO| 
in troth, for it is not in my grain ; and faith, I 
believe if I wa^ paid for it, the^ stripes on 
my back would not let me. Oh, no, the crows 
Will get white feathers before Denis Howlau 
will forgive the Orangemen — ^bad luck to them.' 

" ' I recoilect,' returned the Exile, ^ a part of 
your story, but the apprehensions I was under 
when I first heard it, prevented me from at- 
tending to the whole. Was not your father 
joaurdered ?' 

^< < Murdherd I' repeated Howlan ; ^ ay murd* 
tiewi over and over again j and wasu t I murd- 
herd myself I But,' he continued, < I'll just tell 
it all here to you both.' Then drawing liis 
stool close to where we sat, he proceoded : 

" * My father, (Lord be merciful to his sowl 
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«> • 

in glory !) kept a§nug little farm on the right- 
hand side of the road thargocs from* Gorey to 
Perns ; and, though I say it, there Avas not a 
more sasty man in the coiuity of Wexford, I, 
myself, was the youngest of three sons and two 
daughters, and the devil ic more geliteeier fam- 
ilyattended iWass of a Sunday than Paddy 
Howlaii's. My two brothers were able, strap- 
ping fellows, and faith, there were worse boys 
ia the parish ^an myself. You may be iure 
we were real Crappks, and why but we should 
for our religion and country ? - * ' 

" The winter before the Rebellion, the Yeos* 
were out every night, and dreadful worl^ they 
made of it— burning, whipping and shooting. 
A poor Catholic couldn't live at all) at all ,* and, 
as we expected that they would give us a call,, 
we hid our pikes and guns in the ditches, and, 
to be sure, appeared as innocent as Iambs. I 
shall never forget the 15th of November; na, 
never, while there is a drop of Irish blood in 
my soul ; for, when I think of it, my brain 
boils, and my very flesh creeps, as if there was 
a blister all over me. Well, as I was saying, 
on the 15th of November I was coming home 

*A contemptuous name for yeomen. 
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from EmiittMHCtby market, and being atler tak« 

ing a giass of the crmiure with ono friend or 
another^ I was pretty merry, and to make the 
road light, I was singing * The Yiclim of Ty- 
ranny and the ould mare ZrWtU was so pleased 
with the tune, that she kept the track as i^traight 
as a die, though the night was as dark as pitch* 
" ^Just as I came to the top of the houglia- 
reen^ that toil down io our house, a fellow sei?* 
ed my beast by tlie halter, and while you'd be 
looking round you^ a score of bayonets was 
ready to pop into poor Dennis. " Hallo !" said 
I, what's this 2" You Popish rebel," cried 
the officer, for it was a party of the North Ctork| 
what song is that j^^yi^pere singing 
" Och» nothing at all,** said I, .'•*only new 
words to.an ould tune." 
' **Ah! then by — said he, jrou shall 
soon sing another tune, unless you tell us of 
all the people you know tQ be Unjited Irish- 
men." 

Faith, and that's what I can soon do," says 

I, "for I know nobody." The word wasn't 
well out of my mouth, when be ran his sword 
into my arm, saying, " That's a tickler to help 
your memory." ^ Thank your honor," sajrs 

I, but as ye are not Yeos, I ^ope you wiU act 
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decent, and let a poor boy pass. My name is 
Howlan, and never did any man an injury." 
" Howlan !" cried the officer, You arc the 

m 

very man we want. Have you not two broth- 
ers?'' "Ay, and a father too," I answered quite 
calmly, though I was in a terrible pickle, with 
the blood streaming down my arm. 

I was then bid to drive down to my fath- 
er's house, and they all kept quite close to me. 
The family were all in bed, and I, foolish 
enough, called up my poor father, then seven- 
ty years of age, and my two brothers. They 
came out into thelaw^n in their shirts, for they 
were so frightened they forgot to put on their 
clothes, and if theylhaoErt, they could not, for 
want of time. ■, ' ' ' 

My fathe^aid he had no arms ; and when 
he protested, ^j^ich was the tiuth, that he was 
no United man, the sergeant knocked him down 
with a pistoJ, and some of the soldiers began 
kicking of him while he lay on the ground. 
My brothers, of course, (for what Christian 
would turn informer?) refused to confess any 
thing, atid accordingly the eldest was taken and 
tied to a car, and a drummer- boy proceeded to 
flog hirn at a desperate rate, while one of the 
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• » ' 

party, to giv^c him light, set ilre to tlic barn. 
A& the flames mounted up to the skiei^, I could 
see my brother's back, hackled like a raw gris- 
kia, while the pooc fellow refused to gratify 

■ 

his.mtirclerers witTi a single grotin. My moth- 
er rushed .out,, aii4/alliug ou her knees, be- 
seeching the villainy to forbear, but one of the 
soldiecs gave her ^ kick iu the stomach, and 
stretched her on the pavement 

Knowing how soldiers Iheu treated youqg 
girls, I made signs to my sisters, who had come 
to the door, to shut it, and remain inside. They 
did soj before the soldiers Qould prevent them ; 
aiid one of them having seen what I had done, 
told.tbe others, andiin a mimite there were a 
dozen stabs in my body. My eldest brother 
was then released, and the other tied up in his 
place^ when my father, who hsxd recovered, 
ruslied foryaard and i^zed the drummer's arm. 
Poor man ! the savages had no pity on his tears, 
and he received several stabs !' 

■ 

"Here Denis was overpowered by his feel- 
ings, and after hastily wiping away one or two 
natural drops frorn his cheek, continued : 

" * i was now questioned about United men, 
and arms, and as I also refused to make any 
discovery, they took and bound my hands be- 
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%ind me, and then, taking the halter, irom the 
mare's head, they placed it around ' my neck, 
and raising the car up, hung me out of the 
backhand. They were too cruel to let me die 
a natural death, and so cut me down a few 
mimites afore I went to Paradise. I caii't . 
anything about that time, but my oulcKiftotiSe^' 
tpld me that my face was as black as a got^ and 
my tongue a handle long. The first thing t re- 
collect, ^ter being hanged, was to see the poor 
ould house' in flames, the soldiers having set 
fire to it, to get my sisters out, but they were 
disappoiilted, as the girls had niade ^heir escape 
while they were hanging me. 

" * To mpSie a K)ng^ st^ i^hort,' continued 
Denis^ * my father, myself, and two brothers 
were thrown into ihe ciurt, and marched off to 
- Fern,- Next day my father died in the guard 
%ouse; and airar a week's confinement, my 
Iffothers and I were turned oUt with pitched 

caps upon our heads,""^ We had now no house, 

/ ' " • ' • ■ - ' 

V *It is said that the North Cork K(?glment were tUe in- 
Tentors — but they certainly were the introchiccrs of pitch- 
eap- torture into the couuty of AVcxfoid. Any porson 
having their hair cut short, (and tlu refore called a Crop- 
py, by which appellation the soldiery designated a Igni- 
ted Irishman,) on being pointed out by some loyal neigh- 
bor, was immediately gelled and brought into a guard 
house, where eaps, either 6i eoarae lUicn or stroiig browii 
paper^ hdsmoared inaide with pitch, were kept always 
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Iio home, lor my father's life being the term of 
the lease, the landlord had seized on our little 
all, and so we went to service, as did >my sis- 
ters, my mother having died in a moulh ^uiier 
my father. ^ My brothers were long before they 
recovered ; and for myself, 111 feel the effects 
of that bloody night to the day of niy death. 

" The tale of this untutored peasant, told m 
his own vulgar, birt expressive language,* po- 
duccd painful interest on my feelings, while 
it excited my indignation to that degree of 
frenzy, wiiich made aie iiistaatly deteiuiuie 
Upon the Cluixotic resolution of finding cut the 
oliicer under whose cumniaud the family of 
Howlan had beeo tortured, and call hinkto an 
accoujjt, or at least expose him to the woilJ. 
Filled with this extravagant notion, 1. inquired 
of Dennis, as \vc walked along, whcic the North 
Cork were now stationed. 

***Lord bless your honor,' replied Dennis, 
< there's not a man of them in the land o' the 
living, for I was at the killing of them all my- 

ready for ficrvice, Tli© UDfortuaale \ ictini had one ( f llicpe, 

well Leatcd, comprested un hi;s Lend : juid when judged of 
ft proper de>:ree t»f codings?. Fo that it- cniild ru t ca-i!y l^o 
puiied oil, the stuk i or waj5 tnriu'd out auiiJ*t ihe horrid 
aec'amalifns of Die merciless t(>rti":rerp, nnd to the < f 

Tast Jiimibcrs oi" people, \7lic) i^oni-rnll y cr^iWiled to the girarJ- 
Uouse duor, attructed by the aiiiiciia^ cr*c« oi the tt.-raiCLted. 
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self — and quick work .we made of it-ron Ou- 
lard Hill.' . ^ " 

Oh, I remember/^ said Mr* J spoke 

of your generalship there. How was that? 

" 'Why,' replied Dennis, * when I went to 
§ai vice, my master lived in the very parish with 
Father Murphy, who, God bless him, comiiig 
one day through Ferns, saw the Yecs sUooting 
poor Catholics like dogs, trying how many of 
them a musket-ball would go through at once 
so in the evening he called his congregation 
.together in the cliapel. It was as dark as bags 
and not a caudle lightning to show us the. way 
to say our prayers. We were all silent as 
death, and you could hear ^ pin drop on the 
floor while the priest was speaking. -He tould 
us 'twas better to die lighting for our religion 
and country, than to be butchered like sheep by 
the Orangemen. He said what was Gospel, 
' a,nd faith we took his advice, and marched in 
fine order after him, and he in the middle of 
us, to Oulard Hill, where we encamped for the 
night. Tiie Yeos fled like murder at the sight 
of us, for they are the greatest cowards in the 
world, and sent the sogers to frighten us ; but 
faith, their day was passed, and once we burnt 
the candle, we'd burn the inch. When the 
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red coats appeared, our faces were all manner 
of colors, and many proposed to ran away, ^o, 
no/ says 1, ^ the priest and God arc u iih us, 
and what tiaire we to fear-? Here is a ditch 
'and gravel hole, and lie lu them till the sogers 
come qiiite^slose, and when I cry out Erin go 
hraglt^ let ev( i y man start up and use his pike. 
My advice was taken, and Father Murphy 
blessed us all. The sogers come up, sure 
enough, with a fejlow like a turkey cock strut- 
ting before them on his horse, and when they 
came quite near the ditch, be went bchmd 
them, and we could hear the "words, "Ready, 
present, fire !" Pop, pop, pop, went their mus- 
kets; but faith, I shouted out like a lion, Erin 
go braghj^ and it would do your heart good to 
see what sport we had. They weren't a* 
breakfast for us, ' and I had the pleasure, 
thank God, of stickfng my pike kito the ras* 
cally lieutcnajit who murdered myself and my ' 
father.'" 

The Government had, by the month of June, 
diso^tered enough to quicken its diligence, and 
the officers of the police appeared thencefor- 
ward moire alert and vigilant ; notwitbstand- 

^ 

*Hij'a Hiitoxy of the Insurrection ia Wexford. 
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ing which, it was difficult to bring them to be- 
lieve that the project of insurrection was on 
foot. This state of delusion coutinued until 
the fourteenth of July, the anniversary Of the 
French Revolution, which opened the eyes of 
many, 'and excited a considerable degree of 
alarm. Bonfires were publicly made ia cent- 

■ 

memoration of that event, and collections of 

peoplQ, apparently strenuous and decided, form- 
ed and partook in the festivity. 

On tlic sixteenth, the depot of powder on Pat- 
rick street blew up, in which there were two 
men nearly suffocated, one of whom, in throw- 
ing up the window, cut the artery of his arm, 
and bled to death ; the other was taken prison- 
er. Emmett was so alarmed at the discoveries 
this explosion would lead to, that he quitted 
the house in Butter£eld-Lane, and took up his 
permanent residence at the depot in' Has&*lane* 
He here had a matlrass to sleep on, that he 
might be present, night and day, to direct and 
animate the workmen. 

The interval of the seven days ensuing rf- 
ter^ the e;£plosion, was cmplcJyed by Emmctt 
and his associates,- either in deliberating on the 
propriety of immediately flying to arms, or in 
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CQnceiting the most practicable mode of ccm- 
mencing their operations. J It was ultimately 
agreed upon to seize tRe several depots and 
arsenals in the vicinity of Dublin ; and above 
all, it wa& universally determined to gaui pos- 
session of the Castle, as, in that case, ^ was 
supposed they could more decidedly influence 
the public 'mind by having* the seat of govern- 
ment in their |X)wer. \ 

As the day of attack approjached, the great- 
er pa^t of Eiiuncti's adherents,* contemplaiiug 
their danger, wished to defer the attempt, £m- 
mett, however, was peremptory in the oppo- 
site way of thiukmg. He represented, with 
an impetuosity not to be resisted, that the mi- 
litia was about to be embodied ; that the coun- 
try would be placed every day in a more un- 
assailable, posture, and by its multiplied, meas- 
ures of defence, become impregnable. 

The reader will not be displeased, probably, 
with the following extract from the pen of the 
same writer, whom we liave so often quoted, 
as illustrative of the kind, generous and un- 
suspecting character of Emmett, even under 
the most difficult and trying circumstances : 

► '^I learned from Denius, tiiat.the conspira- 
tors met in a valley not far from where we 
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were, md that he M9m hastening to join thetn ; 

I signifii^ my reading to attend him ; and, as 
Dennisi;ira8nota man of ceremony, he did not 
stand long upon pimctilios, but immediately 
conducted me across a heathy and desolate hili^ 
towards the place of rendezvoiis* . ' . ♦ • " 

5^ The night had closed around qs as.ve ap^ 
proached a niouniam clmsm, and , after scrara- 
hling through a rude aperture in a istupendous 
rock, AV'e found ourselves in a kuid of natural 
recess, formed by an amphitheatte .of surround- 
iug hills, whose overhanging acclivilies fiowa- 
ed in gloomy horror upon the lil^tie valley. By 
the liglit of the stars wc could disceini seme 
persons who had entered before us, proceeding 
towards the opposite side, and we accordingly 
followed in their footsteps; We had nofr pro- 
ceeded far when the voice of a))erson speaking 
fell upon our ears, and I had not to list.en long 
before I recognized the deep but harmonious 
accents of my friend Emmett, as he addressed 
the people around liim, "who appeared icr* bei 
about the number of five hundred. His har- 
angue was on popular topics, ' of Irish griev- 
ances, aud he spoke with a fervency of manner 
that showed him sincere ih the sentiments he 
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Uttered. When he concluded, Malachy took 

his statioUj aad pnoeeedeci to adUrt^ tUa peas- 
antry. I coiild not but observe in his speech , 

superior iu|$euuity. Kuimctt wa^ moio clo- 
quent;4)ut less ^vrtful ;-more impassioned^ but 

less -logical. Tiiere was sincerity m evci^y 
word he uttered, and .patriotism appeared to 

predomiuate ia evcj'y measure he recommended, 
whilst ^humanity breathed throughout his dis* 
coiu'se. But Malachy addi'cssed liimself di- 
rectly to the passions, and so intimately biend? 
ed religion with j^olitic^, ihatiiis auditors could 
scarcely suppress the operation of their feel- 
ings, aud when he concluded, an ihwiuijiuiy 
burst* of applause followed. . . 

*^Deimis, who had listened WiJi uic utmost 
attention to both speakers, now took me by the 
hand aiid led ine into the throng. Malachy 
cast his eye uppu, me, and instantly exclaimed) 
'A'Spy!' 

^^^ASpyJ^ wasre-echoed by a hundred voiceS| 
andrin a moment the deferential horror ^ of all 
pie^ut caused a circle to be formed around mc, 
every man being eager to get as far as possible 
fron^ what ire consid^cd the contagion of my 
presence* ^ 

^* The indignation X felt at Malacliy^s imi^uta- 
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tion for a momciu deprived iiic of speech, and 
hi% as if riveted to the place, whea . Kmmett 
kindly stepped forward and took me by the hand. 
( Mjrfrieiuls,^ ^said h^, \ there, is- some, mistake ; 
Mr>.-K is? a young man of liberal princi- 
fiiQB aad^igh Botions of hooor, aud i, am cesr 
iain. tbat he is inc^^ble of betrayJug oiir secret, 
muchleiiis acting as a spy upon oui proceed* 
ifige.' ^ Yon do me but justice,' I replied, ' for 
1 cump here tiiis night to iuaia if your cause 
'Was such as required or deserved the assistance 
of .aiji^eoBiau's arm, and not ha^y to hetiay 
my cotmtrymen, for I trust thos^ that surround 
me vviii iiui refuse me the fraternal embrace be- 
cause I was born in England, while my ])arents 
and i^aii. vvere ever Irish.' This remark qUc- 
itfid much.ap^ause, audi proceeded: trust 
that the person whQ has iinputed such a basa. 
motive to my piesence heie, has mistaken me.' 

* You are Godfrey,' interrupted Mala- 

eii|F.f wilfa the utmost familiarity, ' i did iadeed 
mistake you for another })crson/ - v 

^ itiiipught^as.much,' said Emmett, ^ndlet us 
ii#w revoke that ou* cause, the noblest in 
whM^u^.WfS ever eiigaged, has received the 
•0|ii|nttim.of a pure spirit, who feels imlignaul 
at ou£ wrongSi and who burns to avenge them*' 
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After this conference, many of his partisans 
sluuli'^way^i aixd declmed ail farther participa^ 
tion in the affair ; others^ however^ ahd those- 
the majority, resolutely determmed .to foilow 
the forfuries of their }>ek>ved leader, and declared 
that they would not desert him although, tkey 
adrancedhnrith the certainty of at ter destruction 
to thomselvos or tlicir cause. The. die was cast, 
BSad all further reflection was repelled by . the 
ardor aiid hruuicbs of resoiutioa. ' . ^ 

m 

Fcrturie, on this occasion, not to be accused 

of licklcricss, s^ems never, from his first embark- 
ing on this desperate adventure, to faavs been 

for a single moment, auspicious to the devoted 
ESmmett. His negotiation with Dwyer had 

failed, and a jilan, ( luore spccioub, auU ou 

whieh he now grounded the most sanguine hopes 

of success, proved equally iVinacious. A part 
of the plan of general attack determined upon, 
".vas to force the batteries and stores at the 
mouth of the harbor of DuUin, by the assist^ 
ance of those working people from the couuUes 
of Wkkio:y^ and , Wexford, . who, ia the mopths 
of June and July, repair in considerable num- 
bers, for tiie purpose of hay-making, to, the 
neighborhood of Dublin* Tho minda of this 
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dass of men appeared by no means more soft- 
ened, nor llicii' passions less alive to every mo- 
tive of discontent^ whether real or imaginary, 
than they were at the period of the rebellion, 
in i79ti| which they had priacipaliy sRippprted, 
and the daring coiidnct of which ha^d prepar- 
ed and habituated them ior dimiiar encounters; 
th>5ir enmities were fierce and vehement ; their 
courage and resolution rnidoubted ; it was there- 
fore natultd that they shonM be selected as most 
useful and yaluabie auxiliaries. For some 
time they had manifested the most cordial con-v 
curreuce ; but on the 22d of July, the day be* 
fore that appointed for action; they, for 'some 
cause unknown, formally declared their aban« 
donment of the design. They did not, fiow- 
ever, accompany their refusal with any discov- 
ery of the pRrt. 

For sprae days prior to the 23d of July, Em- 
mett passed entirely in bis depots reposing at 
night on a mattrass thrown upon the. ground, 
amid the implements of dettth which he had 
there collected. 

In aback house, recommended by its seclud- 
ed and uniuvitiug situation, were about a dozen 
men at work ; some busy making cartridges, 
while others were casting bullets ; some fabri- 
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eating rockets, and others making pikes. The 
heaps of muskets, a4(ly other war-like weapaas, 
scattered around, served to inspire a feeling of 
awe in ib^ giomy mansion of incipient treason, 
singularly contrasted with the thoughtless lev- 
iXy dej>icfeed uppu.-the half-intoxicated counten* 
lin<5es of those engaged ii:^ preparing the ipstru^ 
ments of death.. 

My friend, on seeing all safe, could not con- 
ceal^ his £iatis£^<^tioni .and having ^listjcibi^ed 
some money amongst the men,^ he dismissed 
them. they withdrew, he bolted the door, 
and throwing himself upon a itide seemed 
ios.t ia.the intensity of his feelings. I was not 
less serious : for. the workmen, the arms, and 
the gloom of the pi^e, had deeply affected my 
spirits, and brougbt upon my mind a despond- 
ing impression, not unmixed with sensations 
of fear. ' . 

" My friend,' - said Enmaett, after a silence of 
several^minutes, how ungrateful are mankind! 
how tlioughtl^s aie nation^) ! The philosopiier 
is neglected, and the patriot unhono^d ; yet, 
without kno w lodge and liberty, how valueless 
all the possessions of man ! How-iittle (to 
those who pi oiit by wisdom,^ or glory in the 
po^ession of freedom, know of the ^student's 
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privations, or the conspirator's danger j a^d 
without study ^nd treasoi^ ho\^ few. cojuld ])e 
either wise or.free?' Natigns, exulting in the 
epjoyment of their rig^ts^. but too often forget 

tliobc to whom they are. indebted for the bless- 
ing. Eoglishmea Gontinually boast of their 
liberty, yet with how njian^ Britons are the uanies 
of Sydney and Uajoixpden as vague as those pf 
Gallitzin and William Tell ? The sound is 
faoui^^ but It scarcely raises a single^ associa* 
tion." - 

The hope of applause," 1 replied, " though 
it may stimulate our exertipns, should never be 
allpwed to direct our actions, and. he that is 
honored by the discernmg may readily dis- 
pense with the plaudits of thQ vulgar/', . ^ 

"True," he returned,* but those, who bene- 
fit mankind may at least expect gratitude ; and 
if the dsmger encountered by the patriot may 
beaUow€xl4o ^nhancQ. the dcht. I know of 
none who ha? so liarge a demand as the conspi^ 
rator, '}i^hose object is universal good. After 
once he imparts his schemes to. others, he lives 
in continual apprehensigns ; - every stranger is 
an object of suspicion ; evpry incident is preg- 
nant,\y ith danger, The-mibtak^s of ^is frien^is 
n)ay ruin him, and a eoncealed^ ^enemy may 
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Itirk m l ort gBl hli iiftoeiatea ; ibri Babfa'derigiie 

^^uuc auuieroiis abettors, it is very diiDcylt 

tf^'fdeot dftoiy meil without inctuding MM 

traitor; and one informer is sufiicieiit to blast 
jidt hk hopjes-^ ft"8iagte ^pttrk will cmsm Hat 

. explosion of the largest powder magazine. I 
te76'lal?terij felt ao acutdfy the tiocerlaialf ^ 

my situation, that I am determined to hasten 

the ^veiit of omr plan ; for any amc^MA 

would be preferable to protracted suspense. 

" I know not/M replied^ " whether il is- db- 
sirable to persist in your scheme, for the reason- 
ing of our friend^ the Exilei never appeared to 
Ine 1^ ra^omd a» since I entered this depot of 
ilebeUion.. A thousand thoughts start up in 
mj mind^ trtiicll t can neither allay nor satisfy 
&c4&rily accouat for« ThiQse scattered instru- 
ti]i8tU:8xlf deiilruetiofi^ '6wmit 
eL afx insurrection, numbers must die ; but how 
ii^anyare to last^ thcT bitterliess of death, (feli^ 
'human calculatiou. Ourselves, too, may he 
iitnong th^ fallef^ aiid, wliat is mof^i ttitiMh 
"may Lo iiiisuccessfuL^''' '* 

^*Ml these,*^ interrupted Emnielli ^Mp^ 
Mp^n events and circumstances, abortt wjiltt 
1#e ean )eu6w nothing positive ; 'tts ibr 1M<^ 
ly to ascertain the probability of succc^sa, and 
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V> perseveiB iu Uie course which bouor mi da^ 
ty point QTit Enougk foj U3 to know that Ir^ 
load requires tjae standard of revolt to be raised 
hj some one, and that neither defeat nor tri* • 
umphcaa add to or diminish pur consciousness 
of xectitude. Impediments may crowd the long 
perspective before us, but beyond these are 
glory, honors, inyiiortaKty~«w«rds, for oh* 
taming , which no sacniice is too ^cal — ^iio Cii- 
terprize too dangeroud/ 

" l^et nct^" he continued, my apprehen- 
sions too caielessly ezpfessed, damp the ardor 
of your soul, for the reasons which first induc- 
ed you to embark in this best of causes, are the 
same now as then, whatever argiunents you 
may, have heard to the contrary. We are 

youug aud uiiiiicumbered ] defeat can neither 
distress our friends nor niin- ourselves, for 
what have we to lose but life ? And life is held 
on so uncertain a. tenure, that a thousand dail^y 
accidents may deprive us of it, and that too so 
suddenly and so soon as to leave our memory 
without an accompanying deed to keep it afloat 
on the stream of time. Admitting for an in- 
stant that we shall (wliich Heiaven forbid !) be 
unsuccessful, Uiink not that our endeavors 
will l>6 forgotten, or that' our country will cease 
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td'fethehibef US. No, my friend, the't3mmC 
iaws may condemn us, and tyrant authority 
asperse and vilify our characti^ ; but irely oh 
* it, that Irishmen shall reverence the names ot 
K: and Emmelt while patridtistn h&s admi- 
rers, or Ireland a friend. Our countly has 
never been ungrateful^ and s6 few have %ee|i 
her benefactors, that she is prodigal of thanks 
for even dubious' favons. ' Of us sho'can have 
but one opinion, for ingenuous enmity cannot 
attribute any but laudable motives to our de-^ 
signs. For Irelaud I will spend my private 
fortune, and for Irelaud I shall, pl6ai^ ^d, ' 
venture my life. Kosciusko is a name as be- 
loved in Poland as that of Wasington iii Amer- 
ica. 

''But reverse this gloomy picture, and iook^ 
— as humanity should ever look— upon the 
bright side of things ; for defeat does not 
^a.yfi terminate daring enterprises. 'Reflerct 
upon the consequences of success ; our ene- 
mies vanquished, our arms triumphant, and Ire^ 
land free! Our names associated with the 
liberators of nations, and oursielves'overwhelm*- 
ed with the grateful benedictions of an emaur 
cipated people. Our yotith will increase fhb 
general wonder, and the means by which we 
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skall achieve such illustrious . actions will aug« 
meat the pleasing amazement. Add to this 
the exalted stations we shall occupy, tod th6 
joyful approbation of our own bosoms ; and 
tell me, is not our present situation, taking* alt 
things into account, one that might well be 
envied ? Defeat cannot deprive us of honor, 
nor death of glory ; while succcjss, if obtained, 
has in store for us all those rewards which ev« 
er graced the most fortunate of mankind. ' 

^< (Opportunities for, great actions,'' says the 
moralist, " qccur but seldom, and surely he ill 
deservejs honor who lets the opportunity pass 
when it presents itself. Glory ^has found us, 
and let. us embrace her ; the tide of our affairs 
is at the flood, and let us embark upon the 
waves of fortune : we are. all attended, and 
Heaven seems propitious. A thousand years 
may pasS} and a Qioi:e fayorable moment may 
not again occnr. ' 

What, still thoughtful ? Oh, I see, Miss 
J has whispered something into your ear 
-nrliich^ jias ojp^rated unfavorably upon your 
mind. Well, I can^ excuse you, for a being of 
such perfect loveliness might well disturb a 
hermit's prayer, though I will not allow her to 
divert a patriot's purpose." 
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**Thcii," said 1, "you will not pardon lovQ 
a conspirator i" , 

• Ican not only pardon it," he replied, "btit 
sincerely wish that the teikler passion may be 
always blended with the amor pairicBj for he 
that anticipates the commendation of a beloved 
mistress/ eaii 4ie^er act dlbhonorably/ My 
friend," he continued, rising ^.nd taking ifte by 
the hand, <^ I toe have one whose praise I Wish 
to merit, and whose exaltation, neit to. my' 
country, is the fiF6it'Wsh..of my heart. She is 
kind, she is lov^J^^n^ Heayeu only .knows 
how good f" '^-r^ ' ■ • . % 

"And yet," I interrupted, "ycu would fliii^ 
away this jewef, without heaving the untutored 
liidiaa's apology, for you know its value." 

. " I know its value," he rejoined, and, be^ 
cause I know it, I wish to place it where its 
worth may be appreciated The stagnant vale 
of incrlorious ease is for those domi^tic enam- 
ored souls w1k> are content to,p^s a life of 
inactive worthlessness, and who wish to enjoy 
affection without having merited love« Mine is 
a higher ambition : I must make' myself wdrtliy 
of the woman of my choice, and the glory 
which sheds its iustfe on the husbanif shall re- 
fleet its splendor on the wife. Heaven forbid 
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that an excusable passion should thwart the 
great design of my life, or cause mc for an in- ^ 
' stant to neglect my country's g:ood for the pur- 
pose of promoting my own personal advantagot- 
What earthly possessions could equal the glory 
' of having freed Ireland from foreign doniina- 
ution? and, though failure might partially ob- 
* ♦ struct its rays, we never can be deprived of tho 
consciousness of having deserved it.'^ ' • 
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PART IV, 

a 

The attack— jFailur^ — ^Disp^rsion of the Patriots — ^Em- 
mett's attachment for MIbs Curraa-^Attempts toTisit 

her, andij»l»ipttured^2l»jor SiiTr « - 

« * 

^ Thet magazii^e which Emniett had {xepared 

for the outbreak was by no means despicable- 
It comprised the following warlike implements: 

145 lbs. of cannon powder in bundles, 

11 boxes^f fine ^wder, * 

100 bottles fined with powder, enveloped 
with musket ballsi and covered wth canvass, 

S46 hand grenades, formed of ink . bottles, 
filled with-poMrder, and encircled with buck- 
shot, 

' 62000 rounds of musket ball cartridge^ ' 

3 bushels of musket balls, - 

4. quantity of tow mixed with tar and gun- 
powder, and other combHstible matter, for 
throwing against woodwork, which whenignit- 
ad, would cause an instantaneous conflagrnr 
tion ; sky rockets, and other signals, &c., and 
false beams iQlled ^ith combu^hles ; and no • 
less than 20,000 pikes. 

This superabundance of ammunition is an 
evident proof of Emmett having promi^s of 
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large supplies of men, in which promises he 
Was fatally disappointed ; for instead oMiaving 
a force of thousands at his commaud| he could 
only muster a few hundreds on the evening of 
. the engagement, ^ ' ■ 

<^ On the morning: of the appointed day, 
(S3d of Juiie, 1S03) for this momentous enter- 
" continues the same writer from whom 

we have been quoting, " the Kildare men were 
seen directing the^ hurried steps towards the 
Capital. They had collected about the depot 
in Mfigcshalsea-lane and Thomas-street| in un- 
usual crowds, when about five o'cloek they 
jreie persuaded by their officers to returli 
kerne. d[*his, with the defecfton of the Wick- 
lo^ and Wexford laborers, would have deter- 
wit a less ardent spirit than that of Bmmett^s 
. from pi oceeding. His, though damped, never 
quailed imder the danger that this disappoint- 
ment was likely to bring on him and his fol* 
Idwers* 

Towards dusk he directed the distribution 
, of pikes amongst the waiting crowds ui Thomaft 

street, and proceeded to make the necessary ui- 
langements for the contemplated attack. 

On the night of the 22d, we assembled at^ 
the depot| and| though ^ every thing wore a 
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gloomy aspect, resolved to persevero. Tha 
different leaders received their instructions ; 
some were^to assemble their forces in the Bar- 
ley Fields, now Mountjoy Square, some on the 
Coal Cluay, and others in different parts of the 
town. These were to act only in case of see- 
ing a third rocket, which Emmett was to send 
up when he considered the time arrived for 
the commencement of hostilities. Emmett, 
Malachy, Bryan, and I, were to head the forces 
which were to attack the castle. 

Every thing being thus arranged, I bid my 
companions farewell for the night, and return- ' 
ed to my lodgings. I could sleep but little, and 
when 1 awoke the next morning, the consci- 
ousness of. being on the eve of a great event, 
filled my mind with gloomy apprehensions. 
To reflect, however, was now useless, and 
without giving my thoughts time to inform 
against my purpose, I hurried to the depot, 
where I found all in confusion- The place 
was thronged by insurgents, who had arrived 
from the country, and whose presence served 
to obstruct the workmen. Malachy and Em- 
mett, with astonishing firmness, gave direc- 
tions ; and 1 was handed the printed proclama-. 
tion to read. , ^ . 



« 
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As I looked upon the expressive couateo- 
ances of the desperate and ififatiiated meti 
around me, I could not resist the gloomy pre- 
science which the ^ehe was calcuhfted to im- 
part. It was a moment I would not wish to 
go through again^ there was so muoh of fore- 
todiag evil — so much of personal misfortune 
to be appriehended— and so much toilimd peril 
which must be endured, whether the rebellion 
triumphed or Was crushed My imaginatioui 
like a prism, collected all the rays of evil from 
probable discomfiture, and showed me, in ag- 
gravated horror, all the d angers I had to en- 
counter. However, to recede was now impose 
sible, without incurring the imputation of cow- 
ardice, or what was more intolerable, the sus- 
picion of my associates. Actual hostility was 
preferable to either of these ; and, making a 
virtue of oiecessity,* I recalled the memory of 
those conspirators who had been, successful, 
.and fortified my resolution by anticipating the 
same fortune, though every thing around might 
have taught A rational man the * extravagant 
foUy of hoping to subvert a powerful govern- 
ment with a few hundred men, partiaUy aimed* 
These, it is true, we thought, had only to raise 
'the sta&dar4 Of tebelUon, and thousands^ were 
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ready to support it, but ia future, who wili rely 
upon the promises of conspirators ?" 

, About six o'clock, Emmett, Malachy, one or 
two others, and myself, put on.our Vgreen uni- 
form, trimmed with gold-luce, and selected our 
arms. The insurgents^ who had all day been 
yrell plied with whiskey, began to prepare for 
commencing an attack upon the Castle ,* and 
when all was ready, Emmett made an animat- 
ed address to the conspirators. At eight o'clock 
precisely, we sallied out of the depot, and when 
WQ^arrived in Thomas Street, the insurgents 
^ve three deafening cheers* 

The consternation excited by our presence 
defies description. Every avenue emptied its 
curious hundreds, and almost every window 
^exhibited half a dozen inquisitive heads, while 
peaceable shopkeepers ran to their doors^ and 
beheld with amazement a lawless band of arm- 
ed insurgents, in the midst of a peaceable city, 
an hour at least before dark. The scene at 
first might have appealed amusing.to a careless 
spectator, from the singular dubious character 
which the riot wore ; but when the rocket as- 
cended, and burst over the. heads of the people, 
the aspect of things underwent an immediate 
and wonderful change. The impulse of the 
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moment was self-preservation ; and those whOi 
a few minuties beftre, seemed to look on with 
vacant wonder, now assumed a face of horror t 
and fled with precipitation. The wish to es- 
cape was simultaneonsi and the eagerness with 
wbieh^ people retreated from before us im- 
peded their flight, as^ they crowded upon ond' 
aoetiMr in the en^ce of alleys, courtways, 
and lanes,; while the screams of women and 
children were frightful and heart-rending. 

"To the XJastle!'' cjaed oiBL^jsnthusiastio 
leaderrdrawing his sword, and his followers ap« 
peared to obey ; but when we reached the * 
Market-house our adherents had wonderfully 
diminished, there not being more than twenty 
insurgents with us. * ' 

Fire the rocket ! cried , Malachy, 
Hold awhile,'' saia Emmett, snatching the 
match from the man's hand who was about ap- 
plying it. " Let no lives be unnecessarily lost. 
BrUjL.back and see what detains the men«" 

Malachy obeyed ; and 'we remained near the^ 
jtiark^^iJise, waiting (heir arrival until the 
loldiers approached. 

« Our caii^ is lost.! " exclaimed Emmett, 
jiMching the rockets from the'' man's hand 
who caxxied them, and tramfding theoi under 
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hid feetj he^coatimiedt '^ Let pur (riend$ at a 
distance escape; comrades provido for youc 
own safety.^' - 

A skiriuish, fl^w ensued, and.we^succeeded 
in foccing t>ur way into Francis-street, bi^t had 
not proceeded £air beibre we another party 
of soldiers advancing ^iiist us irom the 
CQoinl)e.' 

" Tiiis way, sir.r^ cried ayoicQ I had heard 
before, and Denis liowlan seized my arms, and 
puliad me iutoa street (Plunk^t-^eet ;) full of 
old clothes shops., AboiU .a dozen doors down 
we turned into a sh^Pi. Denis asked as we eo^ 
tercd, "Fricud or foe?'' Friend Cried an 
eld man, hurrying us into a back parlour, and 
then up stairs. ^**Thc roof, the rcof,'^ he whis- 
pered ; and accordingly we made our exit 
through a duimau wiiiduw. lu the gutter, 
l^tween the houses^ we^ioimd three mea, who 
had sought that place of safety ; and, having 
also danger to apprehend, w.e took, like themi a 
recumbent posture. 

ThtougUout the night our.ears were assailed 
With noises like those of a town sdddenly at- 
tacked — ^bells ringing — drums beating, and all 
the chmor of war — ^while an occasional shot 
announced that our danger was not over* My 
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compamous ^nt up iocessaut prayecs iot tbe 
Bftfety of their , enthusiastic leader, and, as I 
loTed the man, I heartily joined in their obser- 
valiima.. 

it WftSjduriug the progress of the insurgents 
from the depot, that the ;attmti6ii<>f the rear 
was diTerted by the arrival of an equipage a 
mom^Mif senqairy satisfied the mob it was that 
of the lord chief justice of Ireland. A halt was 
instantly called, disorder and tomuk prorailed; 
the heads of the advancing party immediately 
returned upon their steps, and the mamere df 
,the venerable Lord Blilwarden was called for 
and eonmiitted by soixrs «(^d«4jlooded mffiaas 
amongst them ! 

It isi xmiversaUy agreed that the murder of 
this excellent man was the unpremeditated act 
of a ferocious rabble ; - but there are various ao 
counts of their probable motives in wantonly 
'Sacrihcing so upright ^ ^d humane a judge to 
their floury; A' popular explanatioix ef thisis^ 
that the perpetrators mistook him for aMotfaer 
person. There ia also an accoum which ad- 
mits the mistake in th& hrst insta;noe, but sub- 
joins other -particulars, which appear sufficiently 
' probable ; and as^seme of the facts,- of* which 

theie janodottbtfieitooldie higtiaitbonorupon 
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Lord Eil warden's momoryi the whole shall bo 
here given. - - 
In the year 1798, when he was nMmmf 

g^nerali a number of young tnen (all of wlMini 
mm^ iMtwestt the agfescf fifteen aad-tweiity) 
were indicted for high treason. Upon the day 
appointed for their trial, they appeared in Ae 
4ock, wearing shirts with tuckers and open col- 
lars, in the mamier u|nial with Ijoys. Wbm 
the chief justice of the King's Benchi before 
whom they were to iilX4ried, came into court, 
and observing tham^ he called out, Well, Mr, 
Attorney, I soppoaa you're reedy to go on witii 
the trials of these tuckered traitors The at- 
^'iomey-^neial was ready, and had attended for 
the purpose ; but indignant and disgusted at 
iiaaring sneh language firom the judgment seat, 

he rose and replied, ''No, my lord, I am 7iot 

ready ; and (added he, in a low tone to one of 

the prisoner's counsel who was near him) if I 
have any power to save the lives of these boysi 
whose extreme youth I did not before observe, 
that man shall nevei^ have the gratification of 
passing sentenee upon a single one those 
tuckered traitors*'' , He performed his pranise^ 
and^soon^afier prooored « paidons for them all 
tinAti iJm Mnditio^k of their exnairietiiiiK thoM* 
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flelTes foieyer ; but oae of- tbem ohrtinately ie« 
4hM9 to MM|il tke paidon. ii|mhi duil^ eoadl* 

tioiif he was medi couvictod aiid executed* 
^VlM itt lllA tet* 11^ oradible antfaonties; 

what follows is given as an uuautheiuicated re* 

relatives, it is said, rcadi ; listening to every 
Wi<iiiiiiiiiii»|>iiiMi Iff biob flaHei^d their MMttfc* 

ment, became persuaded that the attomey-gen- 

awi iiiid fi hwrtod Im^ utoie; to suffer the utiMBt 

severity of the law. One of these, (a person 

Mmifi &tomm&SkywBA w msaigettt en the^Sd 

of July, aad when liord Kihvarden, hearing 
the pepufatf <ry oL veng^auoei. eju^lakaoied irom 
his carriage, "it is I, Kilwarden, chief justice of 
llieJ^iAg*^s£enahl^^ '^TheuP' cried out Shaur 
Aon, "yM^pe man that / wantt'' and 
^pimignfi a juife into.his lordship's body. 

it^^iMi al Ihie perlcd/il- iff asserted, diat lir* 
"fiaiaaett, aad the other leadorsi who had been 
^•HlMifeM tnoce thair ati honr engaged in a-task 
&r beyond their powerSf retired in despair at 

fpi^^ wi g ^ ^ yimfiMi^ difif^ ^gaapj^y ril effinta to 

produce subordination ineffectual; and their 
fimirile projeeKtf sMaingr^^^Mferqjeeledfiir 

the dlghtest opportunity that occurred of in« 

during di6 pwdatoiy^iU0peeitioii4)f ^^p^ MWH 
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•eiates to rapiae md murder. . It has been urged 
i&. their &Tor,. Xhat abockad and iii^gu»|td 

tho murder oi Lord Kilu ordeii, the chiefs iu- 
<>Mrtai»aasl)M)W^ to rtfae; r^Mn^iw^oC jUi99^ 

•doiiiii^ llicii." uiipi'inciplod ibllovvcrs.i-_.:^J'^,.,v^c;-i' 

up now, commenced a brisic fire on l: 
-ijB^toBitfgeiito^ ftttd- obliged tJeim^v«&et^|ir*rii^ 
resistance, to seek safety in flight. A party ui 
iseidi^ay stationed at ikp iimmbef imdm l^(m 

itimmt Bouglas, was-^acbed by the nfwfe'Avho 

':gupe wa]r>«tft«r a^^yeca Bkirmi^. > At tbk 

iMlbqnp^ow^ his aoD Wfui sttla^ked^^a]9d^l^TeIy 

-pressed by tlie bayonet of oiiei a£ llie ..»^iJ4ieif , 
$md WiHiM ineritably hajw mmfieed, bad 

not the parent, who saw his dangec^.^t^fjr.^ 
.^id r^ived^he blow iDite{ide<iier4h0 aoK, 
;^--Ti^e teulditr tjtuieted tiie fate, lie gave; ^ 

^ms piked ttifitantaneoustiy ^db^.tbe^iiilia^^ 

yuuth, who retired with agonized, i5^etii^, 
dbavi|%.the two bodies side by »do* ■ ^ laat^Bil 

nioiiLO£> of the .eiipcts oi ■ ba4 Iw^, aiid^-iaaisg^- 

zii iubcrs of lives lost pa this iiigbt js sup- 
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eighty, including the loss on both sides. Em- 
mett fled to the mountains ; he arrived in time 
to prevent a contemplated rising of the insur- 
gents. Immediately after, he and the other 
leaders in the conspiracy met in a glen in the 
.Wicklow mountains, to consult on plans of 
future oi^erations. 

.' ^^ We. had just gamed the ascent of a lofty 
hill, on our way to the place of meeting, when 
a shrill whistle, apparently not far distant, 
brought us to a full stop, and in an instant, a 
dozen men started up, as if by some magical 
agency from the heath around us. *'Your 
n?ime and busixiess ?" demanded a gloomy-look- 
ing figure who stood before us, wrapped up in 
a great cloak. ^ -'ih* r ' '"l.^ * ^ H 
Our names and business?" Tepeated Denis; 
'maybe we've ncather ; what would you have 
then V 

Your life!'' replied our interrogator, ap- 
proaching us with a pistol in each hand. 

Heidi" -exclaimed a man rushing between 
us, these are friends. You spaljieeti^ don't 
you know Denis Ho wlan ?" - • - i y „ - ^ .± it4. 
• Faith, Captain Dvvyer," said my compan- 
ion, with the utmost sang Jroid^ ^*it just is 
Denis Howlan liimself, and this is a real friend 
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of Giniral Emmett, though it is not himself 

' ' •^No matter for that," replied Dwyer, '' hast- 

I am here to prevent uitruders — ^pass on— good 

In the glcii, as the outlaw had iufoiAi^d 
Wi lomid mwemk pedrson^ afifiefigibkd-f aoid wi^n 
my name was announced, ooe of them aoiUMfr- 
Mdikoinaciicie formed round-faiiQ^Y ^d seizr 
ed my hand~4t* was the imfbitaiirtteenthttiwg^ 
'AolMi^ £iiiimfi(t. Jlis maimer wa^ most kind 
wd i^ectiioiiate, and he eongritidatod rae, wMh 
every demo<^^ion of sincerily,^ my escape 
irete tile daughter of thci pieoeA»g ^epening. 
He lamented the fate of Malachy and Brpu2| 
Md seemed deeply afieeted at thr ^Saeoriifllwe 

of his scb^a^e. ' ^ ' 

I soon learned thut my ^end, witlrtM^ 

others, liad escaped to these bills on Saturday 
nif^ m timB to fufteai a eontemplaled fWwit 

of the insurgents; ajnii had met| this eFeoiogi 

4lMr leadflm in tiw comqpifaejr, to eeaadt .4a 



*Tbe rebel OTitlaws, who took tip their abodes ia the 
mountaina a&d fastnesses of Wexford and Wicklow, af- 
ter 17 lqdittOUal|^ CaUfid t^D^ «<XbeJB»beft<tftbA 
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plans of future operations. Most of them re- 
commended vigorous measures; and strenuous- 
ly advised an immediate attack on Wicklow, 
Arklow, &c. stating that all the kingdom was 
ripe for revolt. The time had passed for Em- 
mett to credit such sweeping assertions, and 
though he did not contradict his ^ friends, he 
; unhesitatingly condemned the having any fur- 
ther recourse to hostilities. "For," said he, 
" defeated in our first grand attempt, all fur- 
ther endeavors must be futile. Our enemies 
are armed ; our friends are dispirited ; and our 
only hope is now in patierw^. The justice of 
our caiise must one day triu--.j.h, and let us 
not indiocreethr protract the i liod by any pre- 
mature endeavors to accele. it. No doubt I 
could, in forty--^ '^ht hour?, Wi.ap the whole 
kingdom iii ^ f ^inos of <ik;b allien ; but as I 
have no aiiibition L"/v.i3d tho ;^ood of my coun- 
try, best siudy hoc i-.:ciest, t :id the interest of 
freedom, by declining to eiovate my name up- 
on the ruin of tliousunds, a..i afford our tyrants 
an apology to diaw anot!ier chain around un- 
happy Ireland. In revolts, the first blow de- 
cides the coxitest — \re have aimed one, and mis- 
sing the mark, let us retiie unobserved, and 
leave the enemy ignorant of the hand that was 
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raided for their destruction, impenetrable se* 
.mey wfzouiiidB «iL oitf iQMs^^ the torn me 

Jbave buslaiucd is iiicoiiisiderable md^ uuaii- 

qqainted vrith cbeir own danger, and ex- 
tent oJl uui resources, the tymuts of Lrelaiid will 
reiapse into security,^ and afford us, p» . 

haps, buoucr than wo auaguic, another oppor- 

ItOfuty to Mtack the hydra of oppression. ' lot 

me, Lheiciuic, aiy liicnds, advise you to act 

with* that prudence . whieh becomes men en- 
gaged ill the grandest el v.ll causes, the libera- 
tion of their country, be cautious,, be silenti 
and do not afford our enemies any ground for 
either tyranny or suspicion; but^ at^oTe ali, 
never forget that you are United Irishmm^ 
#worn^ to gemote the liberty of your country 
by ril the means inyoiir power. ^ 

^^1 have uow relieved my bosom, from a load 
of apprehension, and in preventing the revokof 
last night from assumuig the fonn of lebeiiion, 
% am conscious of having saved the livies of 
tliousaiids of my fellow-countrymen. When 
*tiie iibeUerof my name and intentions shaU 
charge tlie blood ol yesterday to. u^y memory, 
1 hope^theie w^fll not be wanting ^seme 4>tta to 
recollect, that if a little has been bhecl tiuqugh 

mv ''^9BMBt^3L JstM MnRsd ih#v ^fltasiaK a£fiM 

t 
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huucired times as much, on which I might haira 
-floated to a disreputable notoriety. 

''Over my futute destiny Fate lia$ thrown a 
veil which * mortal eyes cannot penetrate. 
. Should I succeed in evadmg the pursuit ot my 
enemies, you may expect to see me oiice more 
armed in the cause of Ireland ; but should I fall 
cm the scaffold, let not the coward or the knare 
intimidate you from again and again appealing 
to Heaven in behalf of your rights and libetties 
by appealing to my recent failure. Oh! I be- 
seech you, as friends and fellow-patriots, to b^ 
lieve me, and in the name of our. common coun- 
try I charge yon transmit it to your chilchren} 
that, had I only one thousand pounds more, 
and another tboiusand men. I had overthrown 
the temple of despotism, aud given liberty to 
Ireland. My plan was an admirable one, but 
there was failure in every part, and from these 
defeats let future patriots learn to prevent simi- 
lar consequences. Our attempt will not be uii- 
"productive good ; our government will learn 
from it, that they will never be secure while an 
Emmeii i^ in . existence, and the conspiraU^: 
-will see, that tens of thousands may know his 
secret without even, one being found capable 
^betraying i%. Oentlenoen^ yoa will no^ 
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look to your own safety, and as for me, 1 shall 
do tbo best i caa to quit the country, in the 
hope of again meeting you under more happy 
auspices.'' < 

He spoke in a subdued and feeling tone, and ^ 
as be bade th^ tareweil, Jie appeared deep- *; 
ly affected. After some hesitation, his advice 
was.acquiesced in, and the assemUy began to 
separate, two and three at a time. 

Enunett was now pressed to make ^is escape 
before government obtained information r&» 
apecting his place of concealment ; an oppor^ 
tunity then offered of his doing so, as several 
fishiug smacks lay off the coast, the owners of 
which were ' itfsurgents. He replied to hia 
friends who were pressing hina : — 

^ I shall follow your advice inafewdays; 
but I cannot yet c^i Irelaad. Excuse my ol> 
stiuacy, but there is one to whom I must bid 
an eternal farewell, before the terrors of govern- 
ment shall force me into exile. / Why should I 
refuse to acknowledge the cause ? for I am not 
ashamed of a weakness that compels me to do 

ail aj^t of justice — to beg, aiid, if possible, to 
obtain forgiveness from a woman whont I have 

unintentionally injured — whom I have loved so 

well^ that I must once more see heri hear her, 
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and couyeise with her^ though ten thausaad 
deaths awaited on the interview. Ton now 

see, my fiends, the cause of my not eomplying 
with your advice, and tiiough you riibnld con-? 
demn my notions as extra\ragant| I cannot con* " 
serit to forego my resolution. 

The lady to whom poor Emmett was so en- 
thusiastically attached, was the youngest 
daughter of the celebrated Curran ; and, if re- 
port may be credited, she was every way 
worthy of a heart so fond, so gentle tod so no- 
ble, as that of Robert Emmett. 

There is no doubt but Emmett could hava 
escaped the vigilance of the officers of the laiw, 
but for his deteriniijation to ixave an interview 
with his loved. He could not leave his nativb 
isle without bidding a last adieu to her he so 
dearly loved. In his attempt to do this, he took 
refuge iu a house that belonged to his father in 
an adjoiniug village to Mr. CiHxan^s residence. 

Here he wrote several letters to Miss C ^ 

and while anxiously awaiting an answer, the 
house he was in was suddenly surrounded by 
police officers, headed by the celebrated Major 
SiRR, who rushing into the apartment, seized 
him as he was sitting down to dinner. 
Mr. Curran, in the case of Hevey vs. Sirrj 
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thus ohamcterizes this notoriotui iiidiiridu^ r-~ 
It was at this sad crisis { 1798) that Major Sirr^ 
from an obscure individual, started into n<^ice 
and consequence. It is in the hot-bed of pub- 
^ lie calamity that such inauspicious products axe 
* accelerated without beiug matured. From be- 
ing a town-major, a name scarcely legible in 
the list of public incumbrances, he became all 
at once invested with all the real powers of the 
most absolute authority. 
. With this gentleman's extraordinary eleva- 
tion began the story of the sufferings and ruiu 
of Hevey. A man was prosecuted by the 

state ; Ilevey, who was accidentally present at 
the trial, kno^ving the witness for the prosecu^ 
tion to be a person of infiiinous character, men- 
tioned the .circumstance in court. He was 
sworn, and on his evidence the prisoner was 
acquitted. In a da.y or two after, Major Jim 
met Hevey in the street, asked how he dared 
to interfere in his business? aad swore,, by 
G— d, he would teach him how to meddle with 
'his people.' On the following eveumg poor 
, Hevey was dogged in the dark into 65me lonely 
alley — there he was seized^ he knew not by 
whom, nor what authority — his crime he soon 
learned: it was treasoii he had comnutted 
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ligainst tha majesty of Major Sirr. Ho \va^ 
immediately conducted to a place of imprison- 
ment in the castle yard, called the provost. Of 
this mansion of misery, Major Sandys was the 
keeper. Here Hevey lay about seven weeks, • ' 
lie ^as at last discovered among the s\i^eepings « 
of the prison. * Hevey,' said the Major, ' I have 
jieen yon ride a smart bit of a mare-^you can't 
use her here— -you had better give me an order 
for her.' .HeVey, induced by hopes and by 
feV| ^ave the order. The major accepted the 
order, saying, * your courtesy will not cost you 
much — ryou are to be sent down to-morrow to 
Kilkenny to be tried for your life — you will 
..most certainly be hanged, and you can scarcely 
think that your journey to the other world will 
be performed on horseback. Hevey was ac- 
, eordmgly t^smitted to Kilkenny, tried by a 
.court martial, and convicted, upon the evidence 
. pf a person under sentence of death, who ^ad 
. heen allured by a proclamation, offering a re- 
. ward to any manmfho wcsildcpme forward and 
.,give any evidence against the traitor Hevey. 

JU»d Cornwallis read the transmiss of Hevey 'd 
. condemnation — his heart recoiled from the de- 
oliil of stupidity and barbarity. He da^ed his 
pea acros3 the odious record, and ordered that 
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Uffweff sfaQuM be forthwith liberated. Qd bis 

-letum to Dublin^ Hevey met M^jor Sandys, 
and dematuled bis mate : UhgriKte^ yMlm 
says the Major, ' is this the gratitude yQi^Jjiqw 
to his MfliJesty a|id to me, fojp our islette&y to 
you — you shan't get possession of tl^e beast.* 
Hevey . brought an action for the maie ; the 

^. lUajor, not choosing to couic into court and 

suggest the probable success <|lA^Kmsaad aib* 

tions, restored tiio property. Jr"^ ' • - 

Three years had elapsed since the deiiv^ 
ance of Hevey — ^the public atmosphere had 
cleaj:ed*7-the private .dest^ly of Uevey seemed 
to have brightened, but the malice of Ihs efie- 
mies had not been appeased* On the 8th of 
September, 1801,- Mr. Hevey was sitting a 
public colfee house — ^Major Sirr was there- 
Mr. Hevey was informed that Major Sirr had 
at that moment said, that he (Hevey) ouglit to 
•haire been hanged. Mr. Hefvey was fired at 
the charge ; he hxed his eye on Sirr, and ask- 
ed if Im^ had dared to say so ? Sirr declaf«d 
tU^t he had, and had said truly. Hevey an- 
swered) that he was a slanderous seouB^h 
At the instant Sirr rushed upon him, and as* 
sisted by thr^e or foUi? of his satellities^ Wko 
h^d attended him in disguise, secured him, ajyid 
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'sent him to the castle guard, desiring that a 
receipt might be given, for the viUaiD. He 

Ivas sent thither. The officer of the guard 

olwxiced to be-an Eingliehman, but lately ar- 
rived in Ireland — ^he said to the bailiffs, * if this 
was ill Engiand, I should think tliis gentleman 
^ entitled to bail, but I don^t know the . laws of 
this couiitrjr— however, I think you had belter 
lo«Mtf wristoi or they may 



Ibtjoc Siiti'&eifefendant, sooa airired, went 

• into his office, and returned with an order 

"Which he had written, and by Tiptoe of whieh 
Mr. Hevey was conveyed to his old friend and 
gadloT, Major Sandys. H«re he waa flung into 
a room of about thirteen feet by twelve — it 
was x^ed the hoqatal g£ the inovost^it was 
bccupied by six beds, in which were to lie 
fourteen or fifteen'miserable wretdies, some of 
them sinking under contagious disorders. Here 
he passed the l^t night without bed <Nr food. 

* The next morning his humane h^eper, the 
Major, appeared, Mr. fievey demanded whj 

"^he was so imprisoned, complained of hunger 
and asked for the gaol allowance. Miyor 
Sandys replied with a torrent of abuse, which 

^ he concluded by aayijiig — ^your crime is your 
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insolence to Major Sirr ; however, he disdains ^ 
to trample on you — you may appease him by- 
proper and contrite submission ; but unless yoii 
• do, you shall rot where you are. I tell you ^ 
' this, that if government will not protect us, by 
• G — d, we will not them. You will probably 
(for I know your insolent and ungrateful hardi- 
ness) attempt to get out by an habeas corpus, , 
but in that you will find yourself mistalcen as ^ 
much as a rascal deserves.' Hevey was inso- 
lent enough to issue an habeas corpus, and a ^ 
return was made on it, ' that Hevey was in ^ 
custody under a warrant from General Graig, 
on a charge of high treason.' That the return , 
was a gross falsehood, fabricated by . Sirr, I am 
instructed to assert. The judge, before whom 
this return was brought, felt that he had no 
authority to liberate the unhappy prisoner ; 
and thus, by a most inhuman and malicious lie, , 
my client was again remanded to the horrid ^ 
mansion of pestilence and famine. Upon this, * 
Mr. Hevey, finding that nothing else remained^, 
signed a submission dictated by Sandys, waa 
enlarged from confinement, and brought the 

jpresent action. 

The jury awarded 3Ir. Hevey 130/. dama- 

ges. - ^ • -i^^ -Hh*/ . • 
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* FAirr v.. 

The conduct of Mr, Emmett after his arrest — His letter t# 

John Phil pot Curran — Hia associates — Trial and Onrwic- 
tioa— fUa celebrated speech ia.deieoce of Im cliaractey^' 

After his arrest, the unfortunate Emmett 
betrayed no tokens^of fear or pertufbation, but 
evinced the same calm and dignified aspect 
vhich ever distinguished this extraordinary 
young Tnan. 
' A fe^ days after, he Wrote the following let- 
ter to Mr. Curran, , detailmg the origin and pro- 
gres9of his attachment fojr the daughter of that 
gentleman : 

I did not expect you to be my comiseL I 
nominated you, becauge not to have dono so 
' migfit have appeared remarkable. Had Mr.— ~ 
been in town, I did not, even wish to have seea 
yon ; but as he was not, I wrote to you to come 
to me at once. 1 know tliat I have done you a 
very severe injury, 4^uch greater than I can 
atone for With my life ; that atonement I did 
oiSer to make before the privy council, by plead<» 
ing guilty, if these doQuments were suppressed, 
I offered) if I were permitted to consult, some 
persons, and if they would consent to an- ie^ 
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commodwation for saving the iireti of otherjj, 
that I would only requijte for my part of it, the 
suppression of those documeilts, and that I 
would abide the eveat of my own trial* This 
- also was rejecited, and notbing but individual 
infurnuitiou, (with the exception of names,) 
would be taken. My intention was, not to 
leave the suppression oi iiiose documents to 
possibility; but to render it unnecessary for any 
one io plead for me, by pleading guilty to the 
charge myself, . , • 
The circamstauccs that I am now goiiig to 
mention, I do not s^tate in my own justification. 
When i iirst addressed youjf daughter, I ex- 
pected that in another .week my own fate would 
be decided, I ktiew that in case of success, 
many others iQight look on me diiferentl ji from 
what they did at tiiat moment ; but I speidc 
with sincerity^ when I say, that I never was 
anxious for situation or'dibtinction myself, and 
I do not wish to be united to one who was. I 
spoke to your daughter, neither expecting, nor, 
in fact, under such circumstances, wishing, that 
there shoidd be a retura of attachment; but 
wishing to judge of her dispositions, to know 
how far they might not be unfavorable or 
dji^iiengaged, and to know what foundatioa I 
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ni^^'aftenrards hw% to coniit on. * I reeeired 

no encouragement whate ver. She toi^ me sbo 
ft(y^a€lKDeiit<fi>r any pereon, nor did shd 
seem lili^y U). have any that gould make h/eg 
to yoTU' ' IiBtaid awiiy till the tixs^, 
nad eh^psed when I found? that the event to 
"wbibb i^liude was to be postponed indefioitct* 
ly. I returned ,hy a kind of infatnatioo,. ihhik- 
iog that to litjlpf only was I giving pleastue 
or pain. I perceived no piogress of attachment 
«»ttiieF ^rifrt, notahy thing in her condact to^ di»> 
tinguisii Uic li uni a common acquaiiitance. Af- 
fmraBd^I ted reason tasuppose that discoi^- 
eries were made, and that I should be obliged 
le qoil lii» j^ngdom immediately : and I came 
to make a renniiciauon of any approach to 
"firienHjhthip tha4 might haye be$n ibri^ed. On 
■^ihatvery day she spoke to me to discontinue 
tey visits ; i told her it was my luteatioui and 
•llftefitiened the i-easoh. I then, for the first 
iound I was unfortunate, hy the mannei: 
^IttMHeb waa^aflected, that there was a re* 
^msk^i -aSmtmki and that it was too late to re- 
treat. My^own apprehensions, also, I aflOT* 
wards found, were withQUtt^ause^ aud I remain- 
ed/ There has been" much enlpabilky on my 
part iu ail this^ but there lias also been a great 
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dod of that misfortune which seem uniform- 
iy to aeftompany That I4iairi9 written ta 
'ymir daughteFSttoean tmfoiti^^ e^ent has 
taken flace, wiis an additional breach of pro^ 
pri^y^ for which I have- suflbred weXL ; hot I 
candidly confess, that Lnotonly do not foel 
it ta fame boftn of the same extent, but tlnt l 
cons^i^ it to have been unavoidable^ after 
wtal had passed; for though I will not attempt 
to justify, in the snaallest degi:^,. my former 
«<mducf,-yet when an attaohnffiiit was onoe 
formed between us — and a siiicerer one n^Ter 
Aid exist^I feel Uiat, pe«$aliarly citeimietaBted 
as I then was, to have left her uncertain of my 
wtinitikMi would neither hare wei&i|§i,JMitv af* 
fections, nor lessened her anxiety ; and look- 
iDg upon hfipr as one whom, if I had Iftredt i 

hoped to have had my partner for life, I did 
hold .the xemoriBg. her aoziety above every 
other consideration* I would rather have had 
the a£Eectiona of yooc dai^ter in the back 
settlements of America, them the first situation 
this coui^. could, afford without them. I 
know tiot whetfafi^r this weold be any extenua* 
tion of my offence—*! know not whether it 
.will be any extemtatkm of it te kiiewi that if 
I had that aiMatioa in my power thi9 iqo* 
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mnt, I* wMtM relhiqafeh it to devMe my life to 
kir:happiue88-^ know i3iot whether success 
%0Qldluire Uotted out the leoeUeetioB of what 

i-haye ^one — but I know that a maa^ with the 
ceiinesfl of deafli in him, need not be made to 
feel any other coldness, and that he may be 
■i M tt s d aay iddtiion to the miaerp he feelSi hot 

for himself, but for those to whom he has left 
wMuaitiiiat «liww." 

The original^ from which the above letter 
bw baiOs copied, was hot signed^ot dated. 
Upon the arrest of Mr. Emmett, some pa« 
wmibiiad about his peraon, whieh show* 
ed ijh^ subsequent to the insurrection, he had 
iiii*»rn||#>i withotie of Mr. Oanaoi'ii family : 
a, warrant accordingly followed, as a matter of 
mmem^ ^ eaiaoiine Mr. Gunraa's house, whmi 
*ime of Mr. EuMnett's letters were fottnd» 
which, together witfi the doounaei^ ti^en up- 
on his person, placed beyond doubt, his con* 
neelion with the late couspkaey, and were alp 
terwards used in evidence upon his trial. 

At the instance of the Attorney Gteneiai, 
Mr. O'Gradt, Mr. Ccrran accompanied him 
to^tfae privy counciL Upon bis ftrst entrancO| 
there was some indication of the hostile spirit 
whieh be had oiiginaHy app rahw dad. A uo« 
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ble lord, yrho at that time held die ' h ig] i est ju^- 

dir.ial situatiou iu Irelaud, imcJeiiook to axarn- 
me him upon^ the traQsactieit^wlnch oceasiened 
Inn j>iesciice. To uu ihiss was lUiduuulediy 
his duly. . He fixed bi^ eye upon Mr.-OiiftM/ 
and was piocetidiiig. to cross-exuraiuQ liis poun- 
teaaQce^ 'wbeii*(as it is 'Well Temamb^red 

spectators oil lie sceoe) the swell of indigna- 
tion, and the gleam of stem . dignity and' .cetM 
tenopt whicli lie eiiconritcred there, gave his 
own uenresalie shock wliiohc he bad lueditaled 
for another's, and compelled him t« shrink 
hack iii hiS cu^k, &^ii^;it and di$$CQnceited.*mt 
the faHase-of his rash experlmeni: WHh this 
biugie exception, Mx, Cuii:uu.wja[a4>r^a4{ed wi|i^ 
tl^e utmost' deUcaoy/ > , 

A si>eciai coi^missjou .was ^opeued to try 
«£iiHnetta))d nineteen other pri^ouei$ in JMt 
Uiij on the olu oi August, ISuU, 4. Ol' Uima. 
nioetejE^n, one was acqiiiued, and ^^nother fer 
I^ncd; ikcuc^t wer^ couvktcd ajid,exocuted 
on the evidence oi vei^ouswitness^^.^ We give 
a brief sicolch of some of KfUii>eU*ii associi^e^,' 
takc^n from a Utile bQok l^fore ns : ^ >.>r 

Aiiiougst tiic uuforluuate nmi .convicted 
jar^ soxno of J^be' principal associates of 
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9Slk Qf axL officer of o^putation in lus-Jblsyesty 's 

service, and who, having, retired, eujoyed aa 
hoao^bie letreat in the situation. of master of 
the royal, hospital for veterans al Kilinaiiihaiu, *'» 
23ysar Dublin. / He waa^ placed early in the .ar- 
tajj and served at Bimker's Hill, and the sul> 
8^liei4 Q^^mpaiigaB in Nortii America. After 
the peace, he either retired on hulf pay, or his 
<^p$ wa& r^^qpd. Ue was attectionate aud. 
tep^erTbearted^end possessed every feeUng xind 
sentiment of the gentleman. Aiicr the arrest 
of Emmett, Russel introduced himself clandes- 
tinely into Dublin, with* a view to jr^^cue his 
fiiend, if possible, uodei^ fayor of some common 
tion. About two days aft^r his arrival^ it i^c- 
came known th^t some person was mysterious- 
ly secceted in - tl^e immediate viciixity of tho 
CQStle. loformation to .this effect haviiig been' 
conveyed to Major Sirr, thp.t. oilicer proceeded . 
^ the examinatioQ of a house in Parliament 
street, where he was found, and to whom ilr. 
{lussel, though well armed, surrendered with-- 
out resiijtauce. It was supposed tU^ lib was, in 
)fus act, influenced by a .religious scruple. 
He \Vas immediately tr:vii>mitted to Dcnvii Pat" 
jrick, in tlje North of Ireland, where he wa|^ 
.l^rtly after brou^iu^ t-o tiial| aud upon tl« 
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Nearest eridence of his treason, convicted. 
After his trial, he manifested all that wildnees 
of religions "enthusiasm, which bad for some . 
lime formed the prominent feature of his chap- 
aeter. On conviction, he addressed the Court 
at great length, and with remarkable firmness, 
fie declared his adherence to the political 
opinions for which he was about to suiier, and 
touched in a tender point, the gentlemen of the 
county of Down^ by whom he was surrounded* 
These gentlemen, althOugh^ ktterly become 
more anxious to secure their property than to 
preserve the circle of their liberties, had hfiea 
foremost in the outcry for parliamentary re- 
form and political independence. Russel re* 
minded them of this circumstance, and declared 
that he was doomed to suffer for endeavoring 
to put into execution the lessons imbibed 
amongst them. 

A man of diiiercnt stamp was Dwyer. ' This 
man^ at the head of a gang of deserters and 
banditti, had remained in arms from the period 
of the rebellion of 1798, obstinately rejecting 
repeatedly proffered mercy, and who dexter- 
ously .eluding all pursuit, had sustained him'* 
self under the protection of the almost inacces- 
sible fastnesses of the Wie^klow Mountains^ 
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His party did not ostensibly exceed twenty^ 
but he was supposed to possess unbounded in- 
fluence over the peasants of the district, so that 
a large body, on any notab)c undertaking, was 
within his means of command. Dwyer and 
his band of outlaws afterwards submitted, on 
the stipulation that their lives should be sjfored. 

The trial of Mr. Rmmctt took place at the 
Sessions-House, Greene street, on Monday, the 
19th dtiy of September, 1S03, before Lord 
Norbury,* Mr. Baron George, and Mr. Baron 
Daly, Mr. O'Grady acting as Attorney-General. 
He Avas charged in the indictment with com- 
passing the dej^osition and death of the King, 
and conspiring to levy war against the King 
within the realm." * * " * ' ' • ' 

Mr. Emmett hfiviiig pleaded not guilty, was 

given in charge, and the indictment was then. 

opened by an address from the Attorney-Gen- 

eral, in substance as follows: ' ' • 

• A -.V 

'J 

♦The Irish ever after had a ppitcaj^ainst this dignitary* 
for the cruelty he displayed throughout the trinl ol Mr. Km- 
mett. It is said lliat iie was kith d by an Iri4i hid ou liis 
own domain. Thebov accosted him one dav, near his resi- 
dt'nce. iiandod him a letter, and wliile lie Avas readiu;^ it, 
shot him rhrough the heart. Thus peri-hcd a man whoso 
viudietive and tyrannical spirit overwhelmed every better 
feeling of his nutuio. 



102 1A¥& OF £MM£TT. 

My Lord., and Gentlemen of Uie Jury : 

It is my duty to state as concisely as I can, 
the nature of the charge which has been pre* 
ferred against the pii:soui r at the bar, and also, 
the nature of the evidence which will be pro- 
duced to substantiate the charge. It wilL're- 
quire on your pajdt, the mo6t .deliberate coiisid^ 
eration ; because it is not only the highest 
crime of which at aii times the subject can be 
guilty, but It Feceive9^^ if possible, additional 
aggravation when we coasidei* the state .of Eu? 
rope, and the lamtsntable consequences which 
rev olution has already brought upon it.' 
* Perhaps at former periods some allowance 
might be made for the heated imagiuatioij of 
enthusiasts; perhaps an extravagant love, of 
liberty, might for a ^lonient supersede a rational 
understanding, and might be induced, for want 
ofsuiiicient ei^eiience or capacity, to look for. 
that liberty in revolution. But it is not the 
road to libcity. It throws the mass of the peo- 
ple into agitation, only to bring the worst and 
the most profligate to the surface. It originates 
' m anarchy, proceeds in bloodshed, and ends in 
cniel and unrelenting despotism. 

Tiiereforo,- Gentlemen, the crane of which 
the prisoneristands charged, demands the most 
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serious and deep inTOstigation, because it is in 

its nature a crime of the blackest die, and 
whicbj.imder all existing circumstances, does 
not admit of a momciitary explcUuition. 

Gentlemen, .the prisoner stands indicted un- 
der a very ancient statute — the 25t!i of Ed- 
ward the llh — and the indictment is grounded 
on three clauses. The first relates to compass-' 
ing and imagining the death of the king — the 
«cond in adhering to his enemies-^nd the 
third in compassing to levy war against him« 
The two latter, namely, that of adhering to 
the king's enemies, and that of compassii^g to 
levy war, are so intelligible in themselves that 
they do not require any obversation upon them. 
But the first admits of some technical consicl- 
erations, and may rei^uiie on my part a short 
explanation. 

In tlie language of the Isiw^ compassing the 
death of the king, does not mean or imply ne- 
-cessarily, any immediate attack upon his pet- 
son. But any conspiracy which has for its ob- 
ject an alteration of the laws, constitution, and 
government of the country by feice, unifosmly 
leads to anarciiy and general destruction, and 
finally tends to endanger the life of the king. 
And, therefore, where that design is subiitun- 
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tiated,and manifested by avert acts, whenever ' 
the party entertaining the design, uses any 
means to carry his traitorous intentions into 
execution, the crime of compassing and imagin- 
ing the death of the king is complete. 

Accordingly, gentlemen, this indictment parr * 
ticularly states overt acts, by which the prison- 
er disclosed the tfaitcrrous imagination of liis 
Ixeact and, if it shall be iiecessary, those par- 
ticular oviBrt acts, and the applicability of the 
evidence which will be produced to support 
them, will be slated at large to you by the 
court, and therefore, it will not be necessary 
for me now to trespass upon tlje public time, 
by a minute exaaiinatiou of tliem. 

Gentlemen, having heard the charge against 
the prisoner, you will naturally feel that your 
duty wi^l require ati investigation into two dis- 
tinct points : first, wliether there has, or has 
not existed a traitorous conspiracy and rebel- 
l^on for tlie purpose of altering the law, the 
^ ^!^l^stitution, and the government, of the coun- 
r^^try '^y ^^^^^ • — secondly, whether the 
prisoner has in any, and in what degree, par- 
i. ticipated in that conspiracy and TebclUon ? 
W Gentlemen, Ido not wish to undertake to 
^ jv|^^|peak in the proptietic, but when 1 consider 
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die vigitanca aud firmness of las Majesty'ts 
government, the epirit and discipline of his ' 
Mf^esty's troops, aiid that arrned valor aiid 
loyalty *which from one end of the country to 
the other, Ixas raised itself for. the purpose of 
crushing domestic treason, and, if necessary , 
of meeting, and repelling ia foreign foe, 1 do uot 
think it Unreasonable to indulge a sanguinary 
.hope, that a continuance of the same conduct 
upon the part of government, and of the* same 
exertions upon the part of the people, will long 
preserve the nation free^ happy and inde- 
pendent. 

'Gentlenien, upon former occasions, persons 

were brought to th^ bar of this court, implica- 
ted in the rebeIlion< in vaf ieus; though inferior 
degrees. But if I am rightly instructed, we 
have now brought to the bar of- justice, not a 
person who has been seduced by others, but a 
gentleman to whomi the rebellion maybe traced 
as the origin, the life, and soul of it. If I mis- 
take, not, it will appear .that dome time before 
(^hristmas^ last, the prisoner, wlio had visited 
foreign countries, and who for ^veral months 
before had made a contiueiitul tour, embracing 
France, returned to this country, full of those 
mischievous designs which have been so fully 
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exposed* He came (tojxi tlmt cpuntry^ in whio^ 

he miglit well have lecuned the necessary effects 
of Tevolution ; and, thereforei^ if be be guilty 
of treasoii, he embarked in it with his eyes open, 
and with a previous, knowledge of all its iueyi* 
table consequences. But, notwithstanding, I 
am iustructQd that l}.e persevered iu fomeutiag 
a rebellion, which I will be bold to sa^^ is un- 
exampled in any country, auciept or moderu. 
f'^ A rebellion which does not complain of any 
'0' vexistmg grievances, which does nqt flow, from 
any immediate oppression, and which is not pre- 
tended to have been provoked by our mUd and 
gracious king, or by the administration employ- 
ed by him, to ejwccute his authority. No, gen- 
tlemen, it is a rebellion which avows itself to 
come, not to remove ^ly evil which the people 
feel, but to recall the memory of grievances,. 
^ "whicht if they ever existed) must havQ loi^g 

since pasi^d away. 
, / You will recollect, gentlemen, that in tiie 
' "^large proclamation there was a studied endea* 
vor to persuade a large portion of^ the people 
jj^^^ that they had no religious feud^ to apprehend ^ 
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coars^i and has remed religious dIstinetioM 

at the very moiiitiiii ia which it expresses a 
desire to extinguish them; 

" Oraiigciiieii, add uul to^lhe catalogue of 

your lollies aud crimes ;;already have you been, 
duped to the niiu of the country, in the legisla- 
tive union with its tyrant ; ^alteoipt not an op* 
position ; return from llie paths of delusion ; 
return to the arms of your eountryuien, wlio 
will receive and hail your repentance. Coun- 
try meu of all doscriptiojiis, let us act with uuiou 
and concert ; all sects, Catholic^ Pnnestant, 
Presbyterian, aic equal and 4ndiscriaiiuately . 
embraced in the benevolenee ei oup object", 
1 wjiil not apply to this passage all the observe- 
tion^ that press upon my miud^ because I am 
sincerely desirous that one feeling, and one 
spirit should animate us all, I cannot but la- 
ment that there shoul<^ be so many sectaries in 
religion, but trust ia God there- will ji)e" fonnd 
amongst us bui one jK)litical faith. But this 
manifesto is equally unfortruaate in.. every in- 
stance ia which it prescribes moderation. At- 
tend te the advice by which it instigates the 
citizens of Dublin : In a city each street be- 
comes , a (d&&le and ^each ^louse. a battery ; 
impede the mprc^ji of your oppressors, ehajge 
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them tvith the arms of the brave, the pike, and 
from the windows 'and roofs burl-stoneSybril^kSi 

boLilcs, and all other convenient iniplements, 
oti the heads of the satellites of your tyrant, 

the merccaury, the saiiguiuai y soltli^ry of Eng- 
land.'' 

'Having thus roused them, it throws in a few 
words of composure, repress, (Nrerent, and* 
discoiuaae excesses, pillage, and intoxication 
and to ensure that calmness of mind which is^ 
so iiecessaFy to qualify them for the adoption 
of tliis salutary advice, it desires that they wiU 
« remember again^ 'whom they light, their 
oppressors for 000 years ; remember their mas- 
sacres, their tortures ; remember your murder^ 
ed friends, your burned houses, -your violated 
females/' Thus aflfecting to rec()mmend mod- 
eration, every expedient is resorted to, which 
could tend to inflame sanguinary men to" tfaQ 
commiiision of sanguinary deeds. 

Gentlemen, you must by this time be some-' 
what anxious to know the progress oi the gene- 
ral, who escaped the memorabfe action which 
was to be fought, and the first place in which 
I am enabled to introduce him to you', is at thi 
house of one; jDoyle, who resides liear the* 
Wicklow mouetainst There the generd and 



Digitized by 



UarwOMpBo^tom took nrfogB^ tt Ibo omamai^- 

mentof the fGliowing week : they arrived there 
i^^late hom ; the general was still dressed ia 

his fiili uniform, withjsuitableJace and epaulets, 
and a military cacked hat, wid^a comg^fiiigna 
feather. Two other persons w&re also decora- 
te iu green aad gold* From thence they pro* 
eeeded' to tfa^ house of Mies. Bagnall, and r6* 
tnrned to the city of Dablin. What became oC 
the other perscms is "fcmign ta the ^-present in^ 
qiiiry^ but we trace the prisoner from thpse 
tnoantauns to the -same h>>use in Hwrdld's Cross, 
in which he formerly resided, and assuming 
the old name of Hewit ; he.airiTed thm the 
Saturday after the rebellion* 
- Haviitig lemained a moatib in this eonceaK 
ment, information was had, and Major Sirr, to 
w.hose activity^ and intrepidity tbe loyal citi- 
zens of Dablin are under much obligatiou, did 
confer an additional and gpdater one, by tfitf 
zealous discharge of liis duty, on this occasion. 
He oame by surprise on the house, having sent 
a country man to give a single rap, and the door 
Imng^ opened, the Major cashed in and eauglit 
Mrs. Palmer aud the prisoner sitting down to 
dinner ; the former withdrew and the A^ajor 
jmmeUiatdy asked the prisoner his name, audi 
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a^4i li«? found a gftiijiK .Uion in ns^umiiig £^ 

hauij liivit he Uai Uiul day arrived iu the house, 

the neighborliood ; the Major tlieii laft him 

of Mrs. Palmer camcemkig him ; she said 

Ho wit, aiid that h^ had been her house 
ukoui a ]x^th; ihe. MlM^ ajt this £ai>j;|ii<^t 

ad he found that the prispaer 
-wnis eude^Y/^riiig ta m&ke e3cap^| ai^ -^^^ 
iQg heen struck with a pistql hy. the pejwou 

^ who .had the ct^stody .^of him, he w.i^ J>y, L^t 
means detained ; immediately farther ^^ijito^nfe 

^imealied m i£om^ ueighhoiiii^ guafd^iioiise, 
and an additional sentry was puf upon him?* 
Tke Jd^or tlmi i^ai^ proceeded fui tber iQ ii^ 
terrogate Mrs. Paimer^ vfben the prisarior made 
.aaotlier eil'ort, got into, the gardea ihiough^th^ 
psf lour .window, but ai length* OFertafcgi^ 
by th© Major,, who at ll^e peril ei U^b.u^Jf^?.. UjG^ 
i<»tttiialely- soured Jum. v Whexk thei Mv<t 

. ajjj^t^tzed for the rouglincst^ witln .whic^ li^ 
iftspb) iged to. ireat. hiB%, the^ pnipoeit ^r^i^l^ 

V ail is fak'-iu waJG»'^.-.,' . ^ v - ' 

OeatlepePy yw h«ro tbe IsIqi of aftUolirwiK 
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j|ct ia.your hau^i^ nod by ih^ banignity of our. 
lawa, he is premmed . to ^be m intiocmt^ umm 
until your verdict sh^l fiud him guilty.t . 

If ufMNi the evidence you diall be^o satisfied ^ 
lhat this n^a is gjuilly, you ia^j$t4i4ij^^|p^ 
your duty to your, king, your- conntry, and 
your Upd. . if, ou.theotlier liaud| iK^th^ug 
shall appear-* sufficient to effect him^ we aba)] 
acknowledge that we have grievously^ offended 
him, and will heaitjly participate-in the conunoa 
joy that must result ixom the acciiutiai ot an 

lu order that the reader may have a full un« 
^derslanding of this trial, whloh^ consigned so 
, great good a man to the grave, - yye give 
^]6w%^' evidence, as^ddoced by. the witnesis^^' 
^is; for the Crowur— Mr. Emmett introduced 
none* • 

•Joseph Rawlins. Esq. beiijtg sworn, deposed 
'to a knowledge of the prisoner^ and collected 
having been iih his comjmny some time in the 
Bftxnth-of December last, when he- understood 
from Inui that he had been to see his brother 
at Arusseh. On his crosB-examisation, the 
witness said, that in con v-crsat ions with him 
on the subjected continental politics, the pris* 
Qiier avowed that ih^ iuhabitaius q£ Uio 
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Austrian Netherlands execrated Bonaparte's 
government ; and from the whole of the prison- 
er's conversation, the witness had reason to 
believe, that he highly condemned Bonaparte's 
conduct and government. ' '-'^^ • 

- George Tyrrel, an attorney, proved the ex- 
ecution in the month of June last, of the lease 
of a house in Butterfield-lane, Rathfarnham, 
from Michael Frayne to the prisoner, who as- 
sumed on the occasion, the name of Ellis. 
Mr. Tyrrel was one of the subscribing witnesses 
to the lease, and a person named Dowdall was 
the other. . '* * 

• Michael Frayne, who leased the above-men- 
tioned house to the prisoner, proved also to 
that fact, and that he gave him possession of it 
on the 23d of April preceding — that the prison- 
er and Dowdall lived there in the most seques- 
tered manner, and apparently anxious of con- 
cealment. - . . 

John Fleming, a native of the county Kil- 
dare, sworn : — deposed, that on the 23d of 
July, and for the year previous thereto, he had 
been hostler at White Bull Inn, Thomas Street, 
kept by a person named Dillon. The house 
was convenient to Marshal-leme, where the re- 
bel depot was, and to which the witness had 
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kce and ^muGtmt aocess^ faa?iiig. hom ia iim 
Mttfidenoe of ike eomfm^Umy aod employed 
to bf iag them ammuoi^ou and other tiuog£« 
He saw the penons there making pikeJiandies^ 

and. iieadiag them with the iron part ; he also 
tmw the bLoiiderbusses, firelocks, and pistols xa 
the depot) and saw ball-cartridges mnkig g 
these; . Here the witness identified the prisoner 
at the b^^:^ whom he saw in the depot for the 
Ami time, on the Tdesday morning aftec the 
explosion in Patrick-street — (that explosion 
.tock 'place on Saturday, the 16th of . July.) 
The Witness had opeaed the gate of the Iiin 
^f^T which opened into Maisbalrlan^, to let 
Y'*>^^Kt ^uigley, when he saw the prisoner, accoxn- 
fcp^psnioiMiiy a person of the n^me. of Palmer ; > 

the latter got some sacks from the witness to 
eeavey amnauiij^ion to the stores, and the pri- 
soner went into the depot, where he continued 
almost jconstantly until the evening of the 23d 
July, directing the preparations for the insur- 
foctMMit and haying the chief authocity. He 
teard the prisoner read a little sketch, as the 

-witness called it, purporting that every oilicer, 
nonrooBUBisMened officer and private, should 
haye eimally every thing ttiey got, and have 

illMsamAlrar^ Being askodwl^ 
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it was they were to sli^Ye, the prisoner replied, ^ 
'^what they got whea they took Ireland or 
Dublin.'' He saw green liiiiform jackets mak- • . 
iug in the depot by different tailors, one of 
whom was named Colgon. He saw one nni- 
form in particular, a green eoat, loced on the 
sleeves and skirts. c. and gold epaulets, like 
a general's diess. He saw the prisoner take it . 
orit of ft desk one day and show it to all pre- 
sent (here the witness identified the desk, 
which was in court,) he also saw the prisoner, 
atdiiferent times, take out papers, and put pa- ^ 
pers back into the desk : there was none other 
in the store. Quigley used, also, sometimes 
tjo. go to the desk. On the evening of the 23d 
of July, witness saw the prisoner dressed in the 
uniform above described, with white waistcoat 
and pantaloons, new boots and cocked hat, and 
white feather^ He had also a sash on him, 
and was armed Avith a sword and case of pis- 
tols. The prisoner called for a big coat, but 
he did not get it, to disguise his uniform, as 
he said, until he went to the party that were . 
to attack the castle. Quigley and a person . 
named Stafford had uniforms like that of Em- 
mett, but had only one epaulet. Quigley had a 
white feather, and Stafford a green one, Staf- 
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ferd vad^baker in Tto About 9 

o'clock the prisonen: drew his «word. and catt- 
ed out^tp "come' on, my boys ;"^he sallied ^otit 
of the depot, accompanied by Cluiglcy and 

^Stafford, and about lifty men, as well as he 
could judge, a tmed with pikes, lihiuderbusses, 
pistolSt - They entered Dirty-lane, and 
. from thence into Thomas-street. The prison- 
er was in the centre of the party. They begmi 
to fire m Dirty-lane, and also when they got 
Hbtm Thoma&*sireiBl* The witness ' was al^o 
With the party. The prisoner went into the 
stores by the name of Eilis. was cobsider- 
ed by all of them as the general and head of 

•the b^iness ; the witness- heard him called by 
'the title of general. In and out of the de^^ot, 
H was said that they were preparing to assist 
the French when they should land. QuiL^ley 
.went into the depot by the name of Graham. 
Terrence Colgan, the tailor named in the 

. foregoing evidence, sworn. Deposed, that on 
the Sunday previous to the insurrection, he 
c^e to town from Lucan, where he lived, and 
Tiavin^ met With^ti friend, they Went id Dil- 
lon's^ tihe White Bull (nn, in Thomas-street, 

nand jd^i^fc? nntH the Inthess, orercome with 
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this Btatc of insensibility into the depof> in • 
Maidiai-laiief and when he awoke the neatt 
morning, he was set to work making green 
jackets and while pant<Uooni» He saw the pt j? 

soncr there, bj'' whose directions everything 

was donei and who, he unde^tood| was th<e 
chief. He recollected seeing the last witness 
irequenUy in the depot while he was there, fie 
also saw the prisoner often at the desk writing. 
The witness corroborjated the general pre^pifa- 
tions of anns^ ammoiutiovi d^c. for the j||sucr 
rection. 

Z' P)fttriek Farvel swom. Deposed, that as he 
was passing through Mars];^al4we, between the 
hours of nine and len o'clock on the evening 
of Friday, the 22d of July, he stopped be.£qie 
the malt stores, or. depot, on. hearing a noise 
therein, which surprised him, as he cousxder^ 
it a waste house, Impiediately the door open- 
ed, and a man came forth, who caught him, 
and asked him what he was doing there i The 
witness was then brought into the depot, and 
again asked what brought him therev or had he 
ever been there before ? He said lie had uol. 
They asked him ifhe knew Graham? He re* 
plied he did nojt. One of the persons thelL 
aaidtbe witness ww a sn% and mIM %at to 

^^^^ «■ * . 
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*^jdrop bkii kotMdiatoly/VbT whieh-thewiiniM 

miderbtood they nieaiit to shoot hijn. They- 
brcifi^g^bljk|im up.s|aic8, and after some eonsuita- 
lioa, liicy ^igi'oed to wait for some person to 
CHXQie jtt^r who . would decide .what should ,he 
done v. ilh liau. I'iiat ];erson having arrived, 
be asked ibe witness if he knew jUrabam ? He 
replied that he did not, A light was brought 
iii;at\|iiejf||aie, time, and- Ihe witness having 
kMh^ tibout^ was asked if he knew any one 
tbMB^. tie replied M knew i«luig^ley» H6 
inas^ni^ed where? .He replied thathekuaw- 
h^s^^y^ or &ix years ago iu lha ^Coliegc oC 
Mayhooth, as a brkklayer or ii»n,Don/ • The 
witness mj^ertstOQd that (iuigley was the per- 
8oii who wetit by the imae oi Gxaham. Here 
tlie vvitjties^j.ideutifierl ihi* prisoner as the jier- 
fkieijwiiko e^e in and decided he should not be 
kiil^jjtjj ^^1^ '^^ sliould be taken care of, and not 
let titfb The witness was detained there that 
night and the whol^of the next day, Saturday, 
tki^ i^3d^ W/^ 'Was made to assist at the. diifer* 
eat iLHiJs of work. ^ " — 
* fie Misted iu tnkiog boards off a car; the 
boards, he .said, were made into cases, acid 
ii|t0 tbenu 'iUi^se cases tlie witue^'s^ 
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a long^ beaHi) taken off about an inch or more 
thick^four Or five inches -at eaeh eiM ef the 

/toam was cut oil, the aiabs wei^ nailed^tog^th* 
er, and these pieces pnt' in at the eiid% ab ilKSl 
it app^nrcd like a rough piduk or beam of tim- 
ber. He saw several soch cases^ fiikd with 
pikeSi sent out. The witues^^ ibtaled that ou 
the evening of the g3d, he saw three mm drasB- 
cd in green uuiiutnib, richly laeed^ OBi^ of' 
wfatm'was the prisoner^ who w6ie two 
epanlets, bai the other two only one each, .The 
prisaner had also a cocked hat, swotd; and fkh 
iuis. When the wituess was helpkig out 
oneot the hesRhs prepared for es^losion, h^ eoo^ 

Uiveu. to effect his escape. " * ~ : 

On his cross-eimminat^/iy in whioh ifa^ith> 
terrogatories were suggested by the prisoner, 
the otAj thing, remarkable in the •#¥idenie§'of 
the witness was, tliat he- heard a printed paper 
ready part of which was, that nineteen counties 
were ready to rise at the same time, to second 
the attempt m UubUn* The witness. si» 
heacd them say, *Uhat they had nt> ideft sts^l^ 
French reliei, but would make it good^liein- 
^▼es/'' in answer to a question iroifr tte 
Court, the witness said that he gave iiilorma- 
ol* the ciscumslance depMed iit 
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dence, the ^ext morning, to Mr. Orm&by in 
Thoma^tstie^V^ v^oiH he. was Steward. 

Serjeant Thomas Rice proved the Proclama- 
tion o£ (he Previsiooal Goveramenti found in 
the depot. 

V Oolauel Spengec Thomas Vassal being swoi^d, 
deposed that he was-fidd officer of the day on 
theS3d.of July; tbat.h^i^ gone ta the des- 
pot in Marshal-lane, he ipund there several 
small proclamations, addressed ^to the eitizems 
of Dublin^ and'whicih were quite wet ^ He 
identified one of. them. . . The witit^ also iden*- 
tified the desk- which the. prisoner ^used in the 
doj)ot. .Havuig remaiiicd.. about a quarter of 
an-hoar in the depot, he comniilted to Major 
Greevihe the care ot us contQii(.|i. 

' duestioned by the Court* The wiUiess 
eaid that he visited the depot between tiiree 
and four, o'clock on. Si^nday morning, it hav^ 
ing been. much advanced in daylightbefare he. 
wjis suffered to go his n^iuyls. • - - 

Alderman Frederick Darley sworn. . Proved 
UaVing found, in the; depot a paper' directed to 
Robert Ellis, Butteiileld." Also a paper en-, 
titled a Treatise^on the Art of War.'' The 
latter had been haoded, at the time, to Capt, 



Cytplftin Heaiy Evdyn ^ sworn. Depcned 

having been at the rebel depot on the morning 
of Snnday, the 33d -ef July, to see Ihe things 
removed to the barracks, and that he found a 
pa])cr there, which, -being shewn to him, he- 
identified. Thispaner was a manuscript draft 
of the greater part of the Proclamation of the 
Provisional Gov,ernment, altered and interlined 
in a great many places. 

Robert Lindsay, a soldier, and Michael Cle- 
inent FrayiiA, qnarter-masterHsergeimt of the 
38th regiment, proved the conveyance of the 
desk (then^ id eonrt) to the i^arracks ; end the 
latter identified a letter which he found there- 
in. The letter was signed, ^< Thomas Addis 
Emmett," and directed to Mrs. Emmett, Mit^ 
town,. Dublin," and began with, My dearest 
Robert." It bore a foreign post~m:uk. 

Edward Wilson, Ksq* recollected the explo- 
sion of gunpow der which took -place in Patrick 
street, previous to the S3d of July: it took 
place on the 16th. He went there and found 
an apparatus for making giuipowder — was cer- 
tain that it was gunpowder exploded. Proved 
the existence of a rebellious insurrection, as did 
al?o Liedt Brady.- The latter lidded, that on 
examination of the pikes which he iauud in 
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Thoma#^tpeet,. four were stained with blood 
ou the iron pait, and on one or two (rftham, the 
Mood extended half yfrny up the handle. 
* Jofan^ Doyle, a farinei, benig swoxni deposed 
to the following effect : — That on the morning 
of the 26th of July ]a$t, about two o'clock, a 
party of people came- to his house at Ba!^y- 
mace, -iti the parisli of Tallaght, «eiren miles 

^ firon> Dublin. He had been after drinking, and 
was heavy asleep ; they came to bis bedside, 
and stirred andcuHed him/ but he did not awdce 
at once ; whea he did, tud looked up, he lay 
-closer than before r they desired him ' to take 
some spirits, which Jie refused; iiiey Uieu 
moved him to the middle of the bed and two 
oi them lay down, one on each side oi hjim. 
Une of ihem said, ^ Yon have a French Gen- 

, eral and a i^'rench Uuiouel l>eside yoo, what 
you never had before.'*- For some hours the 
witness lay between asleep and awake. VVhea 
he found his companions asleep, he stole out of 
the bed, andfouiid in the room som£ blunder* 
busses, a gun, and sirvme pistols. The number 
of blunderbusses he believed were equal to the 
number of persons^ who on being collected at 
breakfast^ amouiited to fourteen. Here he 
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identified the pfifoner Motie of those who were 

ia bed with him. 

The witness then further staled that the pri* 
sooer, on going away in the eveumg, put on a 
coat with a great deal of lace and taseels, (as 
heexpr^fssed it.) There was another person 
hi a similar dress ; Ihey wore, 6n their depOT- 
tare, great coats over these. The party ^ -.ft 
his house, between i^ight andiiine o'clock in 
the ereningi proceeded up the hill. The 
next morning, the* witness found, under the 
table on Avhich tliey breakfasted, one of the 
small printed proclamations, which he gave to 
John Robinson, the barouy couslabie. 

Rose Bagiid, residiiig at Baltynaseomey, 
about a mile further up the tiiil from; Doyle's, 
proved that a party of^nen, fifteen ^n number,' 
tind whom she described Mmilar to that of the 
precediifg'"witnes8, dame to her house on the 
night oi' the Tuesday immediately after the in- 

M 

surrectioik Thre^'of them wore green clothes, 

ornamented with something yellow — she was 
ao frightened she couid not distinguish esf- 
fiotly; One of them was called a general. She 
was not enabled to identify any. of them. They 

hifi her house about 9 o'clock on the following 
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JcAiQ Ilobinsoii,. constable of the barony of 
. Upper Cross, corroborated the testimony of the 
wiiu^jSib Doyle, relative to the maxii prociiiiiia- 
tion, which he idei^tifi^d* 

Joseph Palnjer sworn. Deposed tliat he 
"uras cli^rk to ib. - ColviUe^ and lodged at his 
riii/tlie^'ji houfie, Harold's-cio^s. He recolhici- 
ed iho apppehensioH of the prisdiier^ at hismo^ 
thei ^ house, by Major Skr,- aud. that he did 
lodge there the priding springs at which time, 
and wlien he was arrested, lie went by the naio© 
of HeWiC' The pritoner <;ame.to lodge theie 
the second tune abcrui three week^ befofe this 
last tkie, ' and .was. habited io a browa erat, 
white vy^iscoat, white pantaloons, ilessiau 
boots, - and a black frock. Those who Visiled 
the pAi£>oner enquired for hun by the name of 
Sewk, %^^t the time he was attested theie noas 

a lable on the door ui the liuu^e, expressiveof 
tiraihabttaiits.- . - It was .written by the witnoiB, 
but the naijie uf tlie pnsuuor Wds oaiiUodj at 
- hiir fe^i^est^ be<$aUse he said he w^s afraid g07<» 

ernment would lake laui up. • , • . * ■ 

^i,lifa0^)NMimer,i^ di^ with 

the witness^ explaiaed why he feared to be ta- 

liiid n|"' * ttiat.hehad4>eett aa 
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Thoouu^sUeety on Ibe u\%hl of iha of 
July, and described the dreBs he wore on tbi t 
OGemioiif part qIl wiuclr wese tiM) waitleoat, 
pantaloons, and boots already mentioned^ mA 
particuiaiiy hU coat,, which he said was vary 
iiandson)^ fmiform* The pristoer kad alicr a 
couvei^liou With the wkuei>s about a miiga- 
9iu% and . expresse d much reirret at tl^ toss of 
tho powder ill tht» de|>ot. Tiie prodamatimis. 
were likewise mentioned hy the prison^^and 
La piiEOuioii a aiode oi escape^ ia tho eva^ of 
aiiy attempt to arrest him^ hy going tfwKmgh 
the |>iirlor wittdu>v^ into the baok hous^, mud 
irom thence into the fields. Hore the witMss 
Vfm ^o^ii a ]^aper, fouud upop a cUair iu 4hp 
focm t]i wbich the prisoner iodged^ and asked 
if he knew whose imiid-wfitiiig it^-was ? iio 
lepiied that heh did not- 'know, biit^nras cerlaia 
Lliat it had not beea written by any of his fam^ 
^ Ay^ and tbat lii^re was iia4odger ia Ifae/liowe 
besides tlie^prisoaor. " ' ' « 

/ The :exami nation of this -wit&ete ^bediig 
closed, extracts from the pi'oclamaXioa, (-vi4e Jjhe 
;^it6mfi;y Cren^cai's statement ). addoesaai Jp^ the 
Citizens of Dublin, wercrLuu. . • / V^Jt-^v 
;^ Jfiia^ Henry XJhacieg Hkty «»mi ijHHt* 
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i^oa^ to tb« luteit of / the pfisoner as fol« 

lows : . " 

« I went on the 2ifch of Augnst, to flie house 
of one Palmer. I had heard there ^n^as a 
Mraager in the back paiior. T lode^ aceompa* 
liied by a mail oii foot; I desired the man to 
knock at tlMf door— he did, and it trts opmeA 
by a girl I alighted, and war in directly to 
the back parlor--^I aaw tfaA fnaener aittaiig «t 
dinner ; the u omaa of the house was there, 
and Ihegid who opened the ddor ww tile 
daughter of the woman of the house. I .de» 
8ii#d them to withdraw. I asked the'priaoner 
his name, he told me his name was Gunning- 
hacn. I gave him in charge to tlie man who 
accompanied me^ and went into the next room 
toa&k the we^nanand Im: daughter about him ^ 
they told me his name was He wit; I went 
Ittck and asked him how long he had been 
there ? He said' he caAe that morning. He 
had attempted to escape before I returned^ for 
he WW bloody and ahb pMS aaid he knocked 
him down, with a pistc^ - Lthea w^ut to Mrs. 
Palmer, who said he 'had. lodged- there for a 
month ; I then judged he was some person of 

importanee. When 1 firai went- in> these W9» 
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a paper on the chair.* which I put into my 
pocket ; I then went to the canal bridge for a 
guard, having desired them to be in readiness 
as I passed ; I planted a sentry over him, ^d 
desired the non-commissioned officer to sur- 
round the house with sentries, while 1 search- 
ed it ; I then examined Mrs. Palmer, and took 

down her account of the prisoner, during which 
> .1 . a 

♦That paper was as foUowjj:- 

" It may appear strange, that a person avo^cing himself to 
be an enemy of the present Govennnent, and engjiged in a 
conspiracy i'or its overthrow, should presume to buggest aa 
opinion to tliat Government ou au}' part of its conduct, or 
could hope that advice coming from such auUioritv, might 
be received with attention. The writer of this, however, 
docs not mean to offer an opinion on any point, on wfiich 
he must of necessity, feel differently from any of thoso 
whom he addresses, and on which, therefore, his conduct 
might be doubted. His intention is to confine himself en- 
tirely to those points on which, however widely lie may 
differ tiromthem in others, he has no hesitation in declaring, 
t5hat, as a njan, he feels the same interest with the merciful 
part, and as an Irishman, with at least the English part of 
the j)resent administration ; and at the same time to com- 
municate to them in the most precise terms, that line of 
conduct which he may hereafter be compelled to atlopt, 
and which howevtr painful it must. lUKler any circJ^im* 
stances be, would become doubly so if he w as not conscious 
of having tried to avoid it by the most distinct notification. 
Ou the two first of these points, it is not the intention of 
the undersigned for the reason he has already mentioned 
to do more than state, what government itself must acknow- 
e^ige — that of the present conspiracy it knows (compara- 
tively speaking) nothing. That instead of creating terror 
in its enemies, or confidence in its friends, it will only serve 
by the scantiness of its information, to furnish additional 
grounds of invective to those who are but too ready to 
censure it for a want of intelligence, which no sagacity 
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time I heard a noise as if an escape was at- 
tempted : I instantly ran to the back part of the 
honse, as the most likely part for him to get 
out at. I saw him going off, and ordered a 
serUinel not to fire, and then pursued myself ; 
regardless of xny order, the sentinel snapped, 

could have enabled them to obtain. That if it was uot able 
to terrify by a display of its discoveries, it caunot hope 
to crush by the weight of its punishments. Is it only 
now we are to learn, that entering into conspiracy exposes 
us to be hanged ? Are the scattered instances which will 
now be brought forward necessary to exemplify the stat- 
ute ? If the numerous and striking .examples which have 
ulready preceded, were iusufpcient — if government can 
neither by novelty of punishment, nor the multitude of it« 
victims, impress us with terror, can it hope to injure the 
body of a conspiracy so impenetrably woven as-'the present, 
by cutting- off a few threads from the end of it. 

"That with respect to the second point, no system how- 
ever it may change the nature, can affect the period of the 
contest that is to take p^ace ; as to which the exertions (yi 
United Irishmen will be guided only by their own opinion 
of the eligibility of the moment for effecting the emancipa- 
tion of their country. 

** That administration.,, ** 

The following paper was found in the depot, in Emmett's 
hand-writing: 

" I have little time to look at the thousand difficulties 
which still lie between me and the completion of my wishes, 
that those difficulties w^ill likewise disappear I have ardent, 
and I trust, rational hopes ; but if it is uot to be the case, I 
thank God for having gifted me with a sanguine dispoti- 
tion. To that disposition I run from reflection, and if my 
hopes are without foundation — if a precipice is opening un- 
der my feet, from which duty will not suffer me to run back, 
I am grateful for that sanguine disposition, which leads n « 
to the brink and throws me down, while my eyes are still 
raised lo Vsious of happiife#8, that my fawsy farmed iu ^» 
Air " . _ . 
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fcnt tiis musket did not go off. I overtook the 
prisoner and he said, " I surrender." I searched 
him, and found some papers \ipon him. 

" On the witness expressing concern at the 
necessity of the prisoner's being treated so 
roughly, he (the prisoner) observed, that All 
was fair in war.'l Tlie prisoner, when brought 
to the castle, acknowledged that his name was 
Emmett." 

^ Here the case Closed on the part of the Crown, 
and Mr. Emmett4iaving, as before stated, de- 
chned to produce any witnesses, or defence by 
counsel, an argument arose between Mr. Mc- 
Nally and Mr. Plunkett, as to the latter's right 
to reply to Evidence, when no defence had been 
made. Lord Norbury sard, that the counsel 
Vor the prisoner could not by their silence pre- 
clude the crown from that right, and therefore 
decided in favor of Mr. PlunkeU. 

Mr. Plunkett then addressed the Court to a 
considerable length, and in the severest tone 
of legal and political asperity, detailed the con- 
sequences that would affect* all social order, 
were such opinions as Emmett entertained al- 
lowed to have any countenance from the mild- 
4iess of the laws, or the mistaken lenity, which 
u often exercised by the authority vested iu 
the sacred person of his majebty^ 
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How different this language from that iised 
"by this same Mr. Piunkelt in the Union debate 
years before. He then used such language as 
the following, wliich Mr. Emmett often read 
with a kindling eye, throbbing heart and burn- 
ing cheek, and to which he evidently alluded 
in his memorable defence : • ^' ^- ^ 
^ " Sir," said Mr. Plunkett on the Union de- 
bate, *^ I thank the administration for this 
measure. They are, without intending it, 
putting an end to our dissensions. Through 
the black cloud which they have collected 
over us, I see the light breaking in upon this 
unfortunate country. They have composed 
our dissensions, not by fomenting the embers 
*of a lingering and su'&^ued rebellion — not by 
hallooiniy Protestant a$?ainst Catholic^ and 
Catholic against Protestaiit — riot Ky commit- 
ting the North against the South — not by in- 
consistent appeals to local or party prejudices — 
no ! — but by the avowal of this atrocious con- 
spiracy against the liberties of Ireland, they 
have subdued every petty and substantive dis- 
tinction ; they united every rank and descrip- 
tion of men by the pressure of tliis grand and^ 
momentous subject i and I tell them that they ' 
will see every honorable and iudependeut maa 
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in Ireland rally aromid the Constitution, and 
' merge every other consideration in opposition 
to this ungenerous and odious measure. For 
my part I will resist it to the last gasp of my 
existence^ and with the last drop of my blood; 
and when I feel the hour of my dissolution ajj- 
proachingj I willj like the father of Ilannihalj 
take my childreri to the altar ^ and swear thcni 
to eternal hostility against the invaders of 
their country'' s freedom. Sir, I gJiall not de- 
tain you by pursuing this question through the 
topics which it so abundantly offers. I should 
be proud to think my name should be hand- 
ed down to posterity in the same roll of those 
disinterested patriots who have successfully 
resisted the enemies of their country — success- 
fully, I trust it will be. In all events, I have 
my exceeding great reward. 1 shall bear in 
my heart the consciousness of having done my> 
duty ; and in the hour of death I shall" not be 
haunted by the reflection of having basely sold 
or meanly abandoned the liberties of my coun- 
try — my native land. Can anyman\vho gave 
his vote on the other side lay his hand upon his 
heart and make the same declaration ? I hoj^e 
so : it will be well for his own peace. The 
indignation and abhorcnc^ of his ct)untrymen 
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^ill not accompany j^m tbirpoghy aiid th^ 
eiiC8e84D€hi8 children/ will aet foUow him to 



grave« I, the most express terms, deny 
the competeocy of Pjurliament to do this act. 
I warn yoU| do not lay your hands on the 
jpQ^i^iic9i» I teU you thai if^eir^uoistawecl 
as you |re, you pass this act^ it will be a 
unUitjr, aiidthatoo man. in Ireland will be 
bouad to otey it." _ , 

,« HbjiR poorly did Mr, Plankett carry outtbeiEi 
^rave declarations. We shall see. Here at the 
trial of R(ttUT KmiBrr, we find him.making 
.an unnecessary speech against a noble hearted ^ 

(^Q|imt(yiSf^f^ who had followed in the path he 
had pointed out. Yes, this great man, who 
Vf9B to imitate Amilcw. of old, is |nafew years 
bought over by British gold — and is found re* 
iposipg caimly beneath the foliage of old Con- 
sianght^--ex-chanceIlor, ex-chief juAice, peer of 
finglaufL We need say pothiog of. his only 
two sons that eyer tonehed ^< the altar,'^ one of 
them a bishop ; and least of all to the remaind- 
er <^ the family, abjuring in the sttnsliine of 
the Saxon sway, all oaths save those of office 
1 idlegiaiice to the Crown of Great Britain. 
But to return, to the trial. Lord Norbury 
i^ed the jury, minutely recapitulating tto 
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hole evidence, aud •xplained the law. | He 
evidently showed a disposition to give* Mr- 
Emmett no quarter. Well and truly does Mr. 
E. show him up in his speech, which we shall 
give in its place. I 

The jury, witnout leaving their box, pro- 
uounced the prisoner — Guilty." 

The last sad and interesting scene in Court 
has been variously reported, but always receiv- 
ed with interest. We subjoin the following 
report of it, from Dr. Madden's United Irisl:^ 
men 

The Clerk of the Crown then, in the usual 
form, addressed the prisoner in these words: 
* What havg you to say why judgment of death 
and execution should not be awarded against 
you according to law " - " 
V, Mr. Emmett, standing forward in the dock, 
in front of the bench, said : — 

My Lords : — lam asked, what have I to 
say why sentence of death should not be pro- 
nounced on nie, according to law ? I have 
nothing to say that can alter your pcedetermi- 
nation, nor that it will become me to say, with 
any view to the mitigation of that sentence 
which you are to pronounce, and I must abide 
by. But I have that to say which in^rests me 
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ttole than tffe, and wbioli yon llaye labored {ito 

was necessarily your office in the present cir- 
cumstances of this oppressed country) to de<* 
stroy — I have much to say, why my regulation 
should be rescued from tlic load of false ac cii- 
sat ion a nd calumn y which has been heaped 
upon j^ijd^do not imagine that, seated where 
you are, your minds can bo bo ftee from impu^ 
tH/fi a0 to f eceiVe the least impressionr from 
\\ hat I am going to utter, I have no hopes 
that I can anchor my charaetei^<^ Ihe breasts 
of a Gpurl constituted aad tiammelled as this is. 
i only wish) and it js.the utmost I expect, that 
your Lordships may suffer it to float down your" 
tlMlnbiiss ontatnled i^y the foul breaibuol pre- 
judice, until it liiids some more hospitable liar- 
'bor to shelter it from the storm by which it 
is at present bullelcd. - 
^ Were I only to sufifer deathi after being ad- 
judged guilty by your tribunal, I should bow 
in silence, and me^t the fate that awaits me 
without a murmur; but the sentence of the 
>i&w which delivers my body to the execution- 
er, will, through the ministry of that law, la- 
ibor ia its own viiidicj^ioxi, to consign my 
character to obloquy ; for 4here must be guilt 
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ternrine. A man In my situation, my Loidi>, 
ha^ U0t: oaiy to- eocouatoir the di^iUti^, of 
foittme, and the force of power over minds 
wiuch it has cormptectx>r ^abjugiUad^ faqrtb^ 
^ difficulties of established prejudice ; the man 
di^f but his memory iives;. tbait >(Piiiie imif 
not peri9h4-that it may live in the respect of 
my couuUrymen — 1 seize upon 4fais opportiicii- 
ty ^to vindicate myself from some ol the 
charges alleged against me.| WheQ mf ^fmt 
shall be wafted to a more friendly poil — ^when 
my shade Hxaii J^ve joined the handi| of ikom 
martyred heroes who have shed their blood on 
tlxesQ^^ipld and in the field ia defemift^tftteir 
countfy>and of virtue, iliis is my hope — I wish 
tliat jojr memory and name may animate 
who survive me, while 1 louk down vvithcom- 
piacency on &e destruction -of that perfidious 
government, which uphoKIs lU duiinuiou by 
blas^emy ot^ tlie Most High ; which 4ifipia|hi 
its power over man us over the beasts of ^ihe 
fofest ; which setsjnan upon fai^ btothvrf mid 
/ liUs ln6 hand in the name of God, against 4he 
thtMt of his fellaWy who believes or .imtUt^ 

S IiUic more lhau tlie Govcrumciit standard — a 
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th»orph«ii«ai>dth«t«>raofth.widow.^hieh ^ 

it has made. 

[Here Lord Norbury interrupted Mr. Emr 

mett — sayings that ike mean and taicked en^ 
thusia^Bts wko feltjis he didy were not ^qual iQ 
the accomplishiuent of their wild design.] 
|ll appeal to 4he immacolate God — swear by 
the throne of Heaven, before which I must 
shortly appear~by the blood of the murdered 
patiiQts who liave gone before me, that my 
conduct has been, through all this peril and 
through all my purposes, governed pnly by the ^ l^^^ 
oonTictions which* I hanre uttered; and by no 
other View than tliat of their cure, and the 
emancipation of my country from the snperin- 
human oppression under which she has so hnig 
and too patiently trayailed 9 and I confidently 
and assuredly hope that, wild and chimerical 
a3 it may appear, thcore is still iiuidn and 
strength in Leland to accomplish tins noblest 
enter^se/ ' . - ^ 

Of this I speak with the confidence of inti- 
mate knowledge^ and with the consolation that 
appertains to that Confidence. Think not, 
my Lords, I say this for the petty gratification 
of giving you a transitory uneasuiess ; a man 

Who uof «r yet xaiied his ^xAam ta isieit m ^ 



Digitized by Gov.^v..^ 



U6 MAMB OF EMMm;^ 

Wijl not hazard his character with posterity by 
assefrting a falsehood on a subject so important 
to his country, and ou an occasiua like this. 
Yes-, my Lords, a man wbodoee not wish to 
iiavc ills epitaph writtau^untU his country is 
liberated, will not leave a weapon in the pow- 
er of envy, nor a pretence to impeacii the pro- 
bity which he meane to preserve eren in the 
grave to which tyranny consigns him» 

[Here he was again itUerrupted bp the 
CourL'\ 

Agaii^, I say, that ^lat I have spoken was 
not intended for your Lordships, whose situa* 
tion I commiseTate rather than envy — my ex- 
pressions were for my countrymen — if there is 
a true Irishman present, let my last words cbeer 
him in the liour of affliction. 

[Here he was again interrupt^] Lord 
Norhury .said he did not sit there io hear irea- 
son.] ' ' ■ . 

I have always understood it to be the duty 
of a judge, when a prisoner has been convict- 
ed, to pronounce the sentence of the law; I 
have also understood that judges sometimes 
think it their duty to hear with patience, and 
to speak with humanity ; to exhoi^t the victim 
^ tine, laws, and to o^r, with iender benig- 
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nity, his opinion of iha motives by which lia. 
was actuated ia the crime of which be vM 
adjuciged guilty. That a judge ha« thouL^ht it. 
bs:dttty so to have done, I have- no doubt ; but 
wliere is t!ie boasted freedom of your iiistitu- 
tiom^yfrhere is fhe vaunted , impartiality, cle« 
m.eacy| aad milduess-of your courts of justice^ 
if .air oafortunate prisoner^ whom your policy, 
mid uot your justice, is about to deliver into the 
hiBiids of the executioner, is not suffered to ez^ 
plain his motives sincerely and truly, and lo 
vin(tieate the principles by which he was ac- 
tuated. ' . - 

My Lords, it may be a part of the system of 
angry ju&tic<5 to bow a man's mind by hiunilia- 
ttbn^tfs the proposed ignominy vof thcT^cafibld*?-** 
but worse to me thaii the ]»ro]ioscd shama or 
the ecf^old's terror^, would be the shame of 
such foul and uulounded iuipotations have 
been laid against me in this .court. You, my 
Lord, are a J udge j I am the supposed culprit ; 
I am a man ; you are "a rn^tn also ; by a revolu-^ 

tion of power, wc might chaiiL;e j»laoes, thougii 
wenever could change xbaracters. If I stand 
at the bar of this court and dare not vindicate^ 
oiy Chanuiteri .what a farce ij» your justice I if 
I stand at this bar, and dare not vindicate my 
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character, how dare you calumniate it? Does 
-the- sentence o£ death, which your imhallowdd 
policy inflicts upon my body, also condemn my. 
tongue to ^ilQUce^ -and my c^puUtipn to re- 
proach? Your ejsecutioner tnay abridge the 
period of my exi&teoee, .but whilst 1 exist I 
shall not forbear to vindicate my cfaaraeter and 
my motives Irom your aspersions; aud as a 
man'to whom fame is dearer than life^.J will 
make the last use of that life m doing justice . 
to that reputation which is to* live after me, 
aud which is the only iegacy 1 caa leave^ to 
those I honour and love, and for whom I am 
proud to perish. 

" As men, m^y Urds, we mast appear on the 
great day at one common tribunal and it will 
then remain for the Searcher of ail hearts to 
show a .collective universe,^ who was engaged 
in the most virtuous actions' or actuated by the 
purest motive — rmy country's oppressors, or 

[Here km^om again interrupted^ und told tq 
Ustm to the sentence oj the lawJ\ 

My Lords, will a dying man be denied the 
legal privilege of exculpating himself, iu the 
eyes of the community, of aii undeserved re- 
proach thrown upon him during , the trial, by 
charging^bim wiUi ambitioui and attempting to 
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oast away, {or a paltry eciisideratioQf Che Ixh&t* 
ties of his cimntry ? Why did your Lordships 
ia&iiit me ? ^or rather, why insult justice, in de- 
manding of me why sentence of death should - 
not be pronounced against me ? I know, my 
Lord,' that form prescribes that you should adc 
the question— the, form also iinpLies the right, 
of answering. This, no doubt, may be di»- 
pensed with, and so might the whole cerenumy 
of the -trial, since sentence was already pro*, 
nounced at the Castle, before your jury was 
e^pannelled. Your* Lordships arcl but 'the 
jHciests of the Oracle, and 1 submit — but I insist 
on the whole of the fomis. 

[Here Mr. Emmeil paused^ and the Court 
dtsired hin^i^ proceed.] 

"I am charged with being an emissary of 
France. An emissary of France ! and for what 
end. ? It is alleged that I wislied to sell the ui- 
depeadenee of my coiatitry ! and for what end I 
Was this the object of my ambition? and is 
this the mode by which, a tribunal of justice 
reconciles contradictions ? No ! I am no emis- 
sary ; and my ambition was to bold a place 
among the dclivereis of my country — not in 
power, nof in profit^ but in the glory of the 
achievement. Sell my country's independ- 
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ence to France ! and for what ? Was it for m 
chauge of maslers i No, but for ambiUt^ii 
my country ! was it ])orscmal ambitkm 4liat 
coald ioliuenee mo t Had it been M;ie<fiaiai;/ii£' 
my actions, could I not hy my educalfcn and 
fortuue-by the rank and consideBUioa 
family, have placed myself arinong the pfowdesl"^ 
of my couatxy^s oppressors r My epimUf w^r 
my idol ; to it I sacrificed «veiy selfish-^^evwir 
eadeoriiig seatiment^ — aod iox it X now o^kaiuu^ 
my lif^. ^ God I No ! my Lord ; I Girted aa 
au Irisijiuau, determiued oa deliveriag. £Gby. 
country from the yoke of a foreifi^B and uon^ « 
-lentiiig tyranny^ and the more galling yoke 
a domestic " faction ^ which is its joint paelrier 
and perj)^tratpr in the patricide, ioc^ ihe-igiij^, 
miny of existing with an exterior tif sf^audor 
and a consciQUs di^pravily ; it was tlic wi&h of 
my heart to e^^tfioate! my country frmn tius 
duuliiy-rivetted despotism. 1 wished to [Aofie 
ber iudepeadence beyond the^.reacU- <^ any 
power pn,€*u*tli — I wiistk^ju to -exaU her .lo tkiit 
proud station ia the world. I 

ConiJcc^Uvwith Fxaacc. was,, indeed, ia^, 
tended-^bUtL. Wy as far^ as mutual ialiami 
WQuId saiiction ox rc(iuii'c^ Were they to,aSfl^ 
same BXkf authority iilcrasislent with .Itm jlan 
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te^t iadependeace, it would be the signal for 

their destruclioti : we sought aid. and v/e 
sought it as we bod assurance we should obtain 
it^r — as auxiliaries in war, aijd allies ui [:eace. 

Were the Frpnch to ooiue as .invaders 
enemies, uniiiviled by the wisLesof the people, 
1 should oppose them to the utmost of my 
strength. Yes, my countrymen, I would meet 
them oa the beach^ with a swoid in one hand 
and a torch in the other ; I would meet them 
with aU the destructive fury of war, and I 
would animate my countrymen to immolate 
them in their boats, before they had contami- 
nated the soil of my country. It they siic- 
ceeded in landing, and if forced to retire before 
superior discipline, I would dispute every inch 
of ground, ^ura every blade o£ grass before 
them, and the last entrenchment of liberty 
should be my grave* j , VfhajL I could not da 
myself, if I stiould fair, I would leave as a last 
charge to my coimUymen io accomplish, be- 
cause I should £e^l conscioustbat life, any more 
than deathf is unprofitable when a foreign na- 
tion holds my ^omiuy in subjection^ ^ di^^ 
^^But itnvas not as an enemy that the suc- 
couis of France wese^ to land* 1 looked, in-' 
deed, for the assistance of France ; but I wish- 
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ed to prove to Francs and to the world, that 
Irishmen deserved to be assisted ; that they 
were ladigaaiit at slaver y, and ready to assert 
the independence and liberty of their c^imtry. 

1 wi&lied to procure for my coiiMry the 
guarantee which Washington pft>ctiied tot 
America* To procure au aid wbich, by sis eiff^ 
ample, would be as important as its Tidoufu^ 
disciplmed) gallant, jHregnant with sci^iice a&d 
experienee ; who would preserve the good^ and 
polish the rough points of our cbarac(Q|j(, they 
would come to us as strangers and leave as 
friends, after sliaring oar perils and elevi^g 
our destiny. These were my objeets~iio( to 
receive new taskmakers, but to expel old ty- 
rants ; these were my views, and tbese ^only 
became Inshineu. It was for these -eudB I 
sought aid from Fiance, becwse Francie^ 
as au enemy, could not ))e more implacable than 
the enemy already in the bosom of my ccitui- 
try. 

[JETere he wm interrupted &y the Oofirf.] - 

I have been charged with th^t importance 
in the effects to emancipate my eeontiy, at to 

be considered the key&tune ol the combination 
^f Irishmen, or as your Lordship ex presa s i it| 

the life and blood of the conspiracy*** ' You 
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do me honour over much ; you have given to 
tl|6 Abaltem all the credit of a superior. 
There are men engaged in this conspiracy, who 
«fe not only superior to me, but eyea to your 
own conceptions of yourself, my Lord, before 
^ wfimAv of whose genius and virtues I 
* should bow with respectful deference, and who 
uroidd thiok Ihemiselves dishonoured to be call-^ 
ed your friend, and who would not disgrace 
ti|Sips9lTes by ahakiujs your blood-stained bamL 
' ^^flScrc he was again intenmpted.] 

What| my Lord 1 shall you tell me, on the 
passage to that scaffold, which that tyranny (of 
whieh you are only the inlermediary execu- 
tioner) has erected for my murder, that I am 
Sjccpuntajbile (ot all the blood that has and will 
be shed in this struggle of the oppressed against 
the. oppressor-Hshall you tell me this, and shall 
I be so very a stave as not to repel it ? 

^* I doi iiot fear, to approach the^Omnipotent 
Judge, to ianswer for the conduct of my whole 
li£^ and am I to be appalled and falsified by n 
tioHM fsmnant of mortality here ! ( j^y you, too, 
who, if it were possible to collect all the inno* 
Mood thai you have caused to be shed, in 
your unhallowed ministry, into one great 
aenroir, your iM^Ubip might sffka in it. \ 
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[Here the Judge interfered.\ 
Let no man dare, when I am dead, to 

charge me yvrith dishonour ; let no man attaint 
my memory, by believing that I could have en- 
gaged in any cause but of my country's liberty 
and independence, or that I became the pliant 
minion of power, in the oppression of the mise- 
ries of my codntrpnen. The proclamation of 
the Provisional Government speaks for our 
Tiews no inference can be tortured from it to 
countenance barbarity or debasement at home, 
or snbjection, humiliation, or treachery from 
abroad ; I would not have submitted to a for- 
eign oppressor for the same reason that I would 
resist the present domestic oppressor. In the 
dignity of freedom, I would have bought on the 
threshold of my country, and its enemy should 
only enter by passing over my lifeless corpse.. 
Aiid am I, who lived but for my country, and 
who have subjected myself to the dangers of 
the jcdous rnid watchful oppressor, and the 
bondage of the grave, only to give my coun-* 
trynien their rights and lay country her iud^-. 
pendence — am I to be loaded with calumny, 
and not suffered to resent or re^jel il ? No^ God 
forbid! 

[Here Lord Norhury told Mr. Emmeii that 
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his sentiments and ^ Imiguage, disgraced his 
family and education^ but fnore particularlff. 
his father. Dr. Hmmettj who was a fJian^ if 
alivcj that would not countenance suck opiik* 

ions,] 

If the spirits of the iliustrions dead partici* 

pate ill the coacenis and cares of tUose who are 
dear to them in this tra,usitory life— O ever 
dear and veuerated sjiadc of my departed Fa- 
tiier, look, down with scrutiny upon the cour 
duct of your sulieriug son ; auJ see if 1 havOi 
even for a moment, deviated from those princi* 
pies of morality and patriotism which it was 
your care to instil into my youthful mind, and 
for which I am now to ofler up my life. 

My Lords, you are impatient for the sacri** 
fice — the blood which you seek is not congeal- 
ed by tlie artificial teiTors that siurouud your 
victim ; it circulates warmly and unnillled 
through the channels which God created for 
nobler purposes, but which you are bent to de- 
stroy, for purposes so grievous, that they cry 
to Heaven. Be ye patient ! I have but a few 
words more to say. I am going to my cold 
and silent grave t my lamp of life is nearly ex- 
tinguished : my race is run : the grave opens to 
receive me^ and I sink into its bosom t I have 
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but one raquetl to ask at my departure firom 

this world; it is the charity of its sflence! 
^ Let no man write my epitaph ; for as no mail 
f wild knows my^otives Jare now vindicate 
tbeflQi let not prejudice or ignorance asperse 
tham^ Let them and me repose in obscurity 
and pqace, atid my tomb remain uninscnbedi 
until other times, and other men can do jtistice' 
to my character. When my country takes her 
place among the nations of the earth— theti, 
and not till then — let my epitaph be written. 

I HAVE BONX. 
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PART VL 

Smmett afUr his CoovictioTi — Letter to Richard Curran— 
Fartiog interview with Mias Cuiiau — Hid death. 

Thk unfortunate young man retired from 
the hall of biB mock-trial to his daogMn — 

showing the same firmness that ev er character- 
ized him. He fdt that he had made an h<Mi» 
est effort to save his country from oppression, 
and that in ao daing he had made a martyr of 
himself. Soon he was led to the scaffold — ^in- 
deed his enemies were so eager for the blood 
of their victim, that he was executed on the 
day following his trial. 

The folio whig is a copy of his letter to 
EicMABO CujuuN, the brother of his betrothed : 

"My dearest Richard: — I find I have but 
a few houcs to live, but if it was the last mo* 
ment, and that the power of utterance was 
leaving me, I would thank you from the bot« 
torn of my heart for your generous expressions 
of adection and forgiveness to me. If there 
was any one in the world in whose breast my 
death may be supposed not to stide every spark 
of resentment, it might be you. I have deep- 
ly iflj^Eiiied you~i have injured the happiness of 
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a sibter thai you love, and who ^vas formed to 
give happiness to every one about her, instead 
of Iiaviiig hor own mind a prey to affliction. 
Oh! Richard, I have no excuse to offer, but 
that 1 iiioaHt the reverse: I intciukd as much 
happiness for Sarah as the most ardent love 
could have given her. I never did tell you 
how much I idolized her: it was- not with a 
wild or unfounded passion, but it was an at- 
tachment increasing every hour, from an admir- 
atiou of the j-urity of her mind, and respect for 
he€ talents. I did dwell in secret upon the 
prospect oi our union. I did hope tliat suc- 
cess, while it alloi'ded the opportunity of our 
union, mi^ht be the means of confirming an 
attachment, which mi^fcrtuue had called forth.' 
I did not look to honors for myself; praise I 
w^ould have asked from the lips of no man ; but 
I would hr.vc wished to read in the crlow of 
Sdrah's countenance, that her husband was 
respected. 

My love, Sarah ! it was not thus that I 
thought to have requited your affections. I 
did hope to be a prop round which your affec- 
tions might have ching, and tvhich wOnld nev- 
er have been shalcen, but a rude blast has snap- 
ped it, and they have' fallen over a grave. 
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"This is HO time for affliction. I have had 
public motives to snstain my mind, and I have 
not suffered it to sink ; but there have been 
moments in my imprisonment when 'my mind 
was so sunk by grief on lier account, that death 
^ould have been a refuge. 

"God bless yon, my dearest Richard. lam 
obliged to leave off immediately. 

Robert Emmett.'^ 

This letter was wrftten at twelve o'clock on 
the day of Mr. Emmett's execution, and the 
firmness and regularity of the original hand'^ 
writing contains a striking and affecting proof 
of the littio influence which the approaching 
event exerted over his frame. The same en- 
thusiasm which allured hirn to his destiny, 
enabled him to support its utmost rigour. He 
met his fate with unostentatious fortitude ; and 
although few will b<5 found bold enongh to 
justify his projects, since they were unsuccess- 
ful, yet his youth, his talents, t!ie great respec- 
tability of his connections, and the evident de^ 
lusion of which he was the victim, liave exci- 
ted more general sympathy for his unfortuuate 
end, and more forbe.uaiice towards iiis meino- 
ry, than is usually extended to the errors or 
fiiiiruiiu^b oi" political otlondcrs. 



MO ujn 09 noarnL 

What brought forth this wonderful effort of 

hf any rational system of organinlion, nneotm* 
teaauced but by the humble^l men m societyi 
relying on his own great energies, and the 

thausand ciicumstauces which chauee might 
throw up on the surface of the political ocean ? 

What animated the nnud andspku oi i:Inimett,« 
night after night, and day after day? What? 
Uis enemies will say it mnbiuuai a iiope 
of personal aggrandizement , and a speculation 
of personal t^xaltauou^ a sau^^uinary puj^£»ii to 
raise himself on the ruins of all that was re- 
spected aud cherished in society* To such, 
enemies we will T. ] Iy that, if eyer an enthu-* 
sia^ was aiumated with a pure .and uijadullera-r 
ted sentiment of the most disiuter^ted rax^ty 
for the freedom of liis native cuuutry — il ev^r 
there was a human being who was ready to lajr 
dowahis iUe lor the conuurt and hapi>me$5> uf 
his fellow-creatures^if ever there was a heart 
^at siiicereiy sympathised with the suirorings 
of mankind 9 or that woold cheerfully devote 
Itself at tht; altar, if such a sacrifice cuuid pi'0» 
cure the liberty of Ireland^lioBBBx EipissrT 
was that man. 

• * . ♦ 

With an intellect of ibe highest 4NNter^ elOf 



qaence powerful, commanding, and inexhansti* 

ble ; an integrity wUicii no force cauld bend ; 
a spirit which no danger or suffering could ior 
tjnAidate ; born of parents who were the pride 
and boast of thetrcountry ; the brother of those ' 
men who in the birtliday of Ireland's freedom, 
illuminated the political firmament, and gave 
their country a hope that her freedom would 
be immortal ; the witness of her fall, and the 
spectator of her degradation, he gave himself 
up lothe dreams of his own imagination, and: 
tliougfct he saw the liberties of his country 
aehieif^ before he had formed his plan to se* 
cure them. With all the customary character- 
istics of an- mthusiast, he seemed to disdain 
those iiumble calculations by wliicb all human 
objects are to be obtained. But Emmett 
achieved what no other man but himself would 
h^re dared to attempt. With his single mind, 

and his single arm, he organized thousands of 
his countrymen, and beseiged the government 
of the country in their strongest position. 

The evening before his deaths Miss Curran 
was admitted into his dungeon to bid him her 
eternal farewell. ^ He was leaning in a mel^n-* 
choly mood against the window of the prison, 
and the heavy clwking of his chains smote 
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dismally on her heart. The interview was 
Mltorty affect iiig, aud molted even the callous 
soul of tfi(j jniler- As u>r Knimcu himseU, ho 
ireptf and spoke little ; hnt as lie prassed IiIb 

beloved in silence to his heart, his coniitenanee 
betrayed his emotions, ia a low Toice, half 
choked hy anuwisli. Ii^- l^e^ic^U'jht her im t to 
forget him ; lie femiuded iier of their tonmr 
happiness, of the hnvj vJbl drtv'^of lljoir ehild- 
hoodt and coaciuded by roque^ting her -s^e* 
times to visit the scenes "where their itifaney 
was tpent, and though the world migb^aapeiat 
his name with sconijtocHnp to his mern^orjr 
with aiiectioa. la parting, she turned roimd, 
ar if-4o J^a2» once more on her wiiiow<5d lov^?. 
He Ct'Hight hor r ya ab iihe reiii^ed-^t was hui 
for armomeDt — and as the diw cles^ on Mm^ 
it iii^onued Iiur loo hnr<^ly Uiat t]it^y.iiadiiietiW 
the last time on eartft, bnt thai tk^y ^i^ho^d 

separate them* 

Pi'cvions to liis execution, us ill e jrovertior 
was goiag his rotmds, he eni<^ fimivietl'^s 
ruuui rather ahin|;»ly, ainJ <>h^efving a r^Hfiarii- 
al^ie^xpresSiOQ'iN his couBtenanee, tfis^af^oto^ 

gized lor the iv»terrn: t jn]i. He Iiad a tork • 

alftxod t^hiatiuW deal4at46^4iiid.<i]>{>end^4»''' 
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it there was a tress of hair. * Ycu see/ said lie 
to his feeeper , ' how innocently I have been 
occnpied : this iittle tiess has been long dear to 
me, and I am plaiting it to wear in tny hosom 
00 the day of my execution.' On the day of 
that fatal erent^ there was foimd, sket^ed by 
bis own hand with n j-eii and ink, upon that 
?l!ry table, an admirable likeness of himself, 
tlje lioad severed from the body wbieh lay near 
it, snrronnded by the scaffold, the axe and all 
the paraphenialia of a high treason execution. 
Whhi a strange onion of tenderness, enthusiasm 
and ibrtiliide, do not the above trails of char- 
aeter exhibit ! His fortitude indeed, never foi^ 
sook him ; ou the night previous to his death, 
be sl^fit «ts sciuidly as ever ; and when the fatal 
moriiing dawtied, he arose, knelt down and 
prayed, ordered^ some milk, which he drank, 
wrote two Icllers. (one to his brother in Anmr- 
ica, and the otlier to the secretary of stale, in- 
closing it.} and then debired the sher.iiii to bo 
informed that he was ready. When they came 
to Ills room, he s^iid be had two requests to 
make : one, that his arms might be left aa 

loose as {.o^jsihle, v/hich was In. liianely acceded 
to. 1 make tise other," said he, ^' not under 
any idea that it can be granted, but that it may 
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be held ill remembrance that I have made it : 
it ifi, thai I may be permitted to die in my uo^ 
form.* This, of course, was not allowed him ; 
and the request seemed to have uq other object 
than to show that he gloried in the canse for 
which he was to sufler. A remarkable ezattisf: 
pie of his power, both over himself and others, 
oecurred at this melauchoiy moment, ije was 
passing out, attended by the sheriffs and prece-f* 
ded by the executioner ; m one of the passages 
stood the turnkey who had been personally- 
assigned to him durmg his imprisonment : this 
poor fellow loved him in his heart, and the 
tears were streaming from his eyes in torrents. 
Emmett paused for a moment ; his hands were 
not at liberty — he kissed his cheek — and the 
man who had been for years the attendant of a 
dungeon, habituated to scenes of horror, and; 
hardened against their operation, fell senseless 
at his feet* Before his eyes had opened again 
upon this world, those of the yoothfol sufferer 
had closed forever! i.^^i-v 

Mr. Emmett was executed on the day fbl* 
lowing that of liis sentence, in Thomas*street| 
at the head of Bridgefoot Street, opposite Oath* 
erine's church. 

*Tlra nM imiteiittff Irelaad wm grten. 
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RoBEET Emmstt^^ the lofty-minded patriot-* 
the amiable enthmiatt — the warm4iearted 

friend, and ardent lover, is no more ! The 
hand of the executioner eztingoished the fire 

and energy of that soul j wliicii burned for his 
country's good ; and that tongue, of the purest 

and sublimest eloquence, is now forever mute. 
He died as he lived, with heroic fearlessness, 

and decent fortitude. The amiable, though 

enthusiastic Emmett, however, we hope, has 

not died in vain ; our rulers must learn from 
his history ttiat a people without confidence is 
a moral Hydra, never to be deprived of the 
Qiieaus of doing mischief. The head of one 
rebellion is no sooner lopped off, than another 
is generated. The Hercules, who is to annihi* 
late tlie monster, can only be found m those 
acts of wisdom and justice, which are to recon- 
cile the people to their rulers, by making them 
lieemea* - - 

The fate of Robert Emmett demanded some- 
thing more than tears, and unproiitabie as these 
may have been, we have continued to offer 
them stiU to his memory* But let our private 
sorrows pass ; history one day will 'do him jus- 
tice ; we have tluowu our mite iu the scale ia 
which his reputation yet trembles ; and, inade* 
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qtiate as that may be, it is sincere and impar- 
tial. All ye who knfew him in "bis hour of 
pride' ^ go and do likewise. 

Speaking of Mr. Emmett, Chas. Phillips, 
Esq., a distinguished Irish lawyer, says : 

" Upon his eharncter, of eourse^ different par- 
\\es will pass flifferent opinions. Here he suf- 
fered the death of a traitor— in Aiiierica his 
memory is as thnt of a martyr ; and a full 
length portrait of him, trampling on a crown, 
is one of their iao.^i popular sign-posts. Of his 
high honor, evto Mr. Ciinran had an exahed 
opinion. Speaking of him to me one day, he 
said: *'I would have believed the word of 
Emmett, as toon as the oath of any one I ever 
knew.'^ 

Moore, in his hie of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, 
Speaking of Emmett, says: Of this friend/ 
notwithstanding his own dying entreaty that 
the world would extend to him the cbatity of 
its silence, I cannot deny myself the gratificua- 
tion of adding a few words, considering that at 
least the spirit of his v. i.^li w iW not be violaitd 
in them. Were 1 to number, indeed, the men 
among all I have ever known, wlio seemed to 
combine in the greatest degree pure moral 
worth with intellectual power, I should, among 
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the bighesi of the class, place Kobebt Emmctx. 
"^ITholly free from the follies and frailties of 
youth — -though how capable he was of the most 
demoted poilsion, events afterward? proved— tTie 
pursuit of science, in which he admirably dis- 
tinguished himself, seemed at the time, the Only 
object that at all divided his attention with the 
eathusiasm ' for Irish freedom, which in him' 
was an hereditary as well as a natural feeling, 
himself being the second martyr his family had 
given to the cause. Simple in all his habits, 
and with a repose of look and manner indicat- 
iJig but httle movement witliin, it was only 
when the spring was touched that set bis feel- 
ings, and through them, his intellect, in motion, 
that he at all rose above the level of ordinary 
men- On no occasion was this more peculiarly 
Striking than in those displays of oratory with 
which, both in the Debating and Historical 
Society, he so often enchained the sympathy 
and attention of his young audience. No two 
individuals indeed could look more unHke to 
each other than was this same youth to himself 
before rising to speak and after — ^the brow that 
had appeared inanimate and almost drooping, 
at once elevating itself in all the consciousness 
of power, and the .whole countenance and fg- 
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ure of the speaker assuming a change as of om 
suddealy iospired. 01 his ocatory» it must be . 
recollected, (I speak from youthful impiessioiis, 
but I have heard little since that appeared ta 
me of a loftier, or what is far more rare in Irish 
eloquencOi pur^r charact^ ;) and the effects it 
produced, as well from its own eiseitiiig powec 
as from the susceptibility with whii;h the ao* 
dience canght up every allusioa to passing 
events, was such as to attract seriously the at« 
tention of the fellows; and, by their desirei 
one of the scholars, a maa of advanced stand*- 
ing and reputation for oratory, came to attend 
our debates, expressly for the purpose of an- 
swering Enunett, and endeavoring to neutral*, 
ize the fervor of his impassioned eloquence^ 
Sueh in heart and mind was another of the 
devoted men, who, with giits that would have 
made them the omamenta and supports of a 
well-regulated copununity, were yet driven to 
live the lives of conspirators, and die the death 
of traitors, by a system of government which it 
would be difficult even to think of with par 
tience^ did we not gather a hope from the pre- 
sent aspect of the whole civilized world, that 
such a system of bigotry aud misrule can never 
exist again.'' 
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Sone aceeont of Miaa Curraa — Her devotion to the menwiry 
oCEmnMit — Inring's Sketch of their love, 

RoBfANCE nor reality, neither furmsh an in-> 
Maoee of rach genuine devolion as thai of 
Sarah Gurran for Robert J^mmett. She loved 
him and his m»ior]r» though it exehided h» 
from the paternal roof, and compelled her to 
seek pfotecti<ni among atiangersu CharlM 
Phillips says in his new work : 

<^ The emtain had fallen, the scaffold had ita 
victim, and the world's idle work went on as 
nana], after yooth and gmina, and ealhuaiasm 
had thus mournfully passed away froin it. 
Biii there waa one young heart which Em* 
melt's image had long made its habitation— 
that of faia love— Sarah*" That heart waa 
now broken, but the image still remained amid 
its ruins. The sequel to her brief sad story 
is soon told. Her home unhappy, her father 
offended, her mind daily harrassed by associa* 
tions reminding her of happiness forever ban- 
ished, abe sought a sdace in the friendly iami* 
ly of Mr, Penrose, in the vicinity of Cork. 
She found there a frequent guest in the person 



of a Capt. Sturgeon* This gentlemaa became 
deeply interested in her fate, and prevailed on 
her, in her desolation, to accept his handi 
though she too truly told him her affections 
were in the grave.. In a iew short months she 
was (here herself, having died in Sicily, bro- 
Icen-hearted. Her grave is in the village of 
New Market, her father^s birth-place. Who 
can refuse to shed a tear o'er it ? The follow- 
ing sweet iines of Moore commemorate her 
misfortunes ; and it is said that when left alone, 
she was heard to sing them at Mr. Penrose's : 

She IS far from the land where licr young hero sleeps^ 

And lovers are ro*nd her sigUia^; 
But coidlj ehe t m r.s from their gaze and weeps, 

For her heart in hia grate is lying. 

6he sings the wild song of her dear native plains, 

Bvery note which- he loved awaking; 
Ah I little they thbik w^iO'dellgM in hdv ■teyuai^ 

How the haaii g£ the nun&trel is hreaJdog. 

< He had UT*d linr htslttre, for his eoontiy he died, ^ 
They were all that to life bad entwined Wm ; 

Ifor won shall the tciirs of his couiiivy be tiiicd, 
2,^or long uili his love stay behind hinu * ' 

Oh! make her a grave where the sunbeams rest, 

When tluy make her n jxi^^riou? niorro^v; 
They'll shiue o'er her elecp, like aeimie in the west,* 

From her own loved island of soirow. ' 
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Captain Sturgeon, who survived her many 
years, died iu battle in the Peninsula war. 
Enimef t's lov e breathed her last a resigned au4 * 
pious Christian.'' . 

Washington Irving, in his Sketch Book, pays 
lli beautiful tribute to the memory of this un-- 
happy pair. It is said that Lord Byron had a 
friend to read this sketch to him on his dying 
bed. Though it is rather long, we give it m 
full:' ^ 



iBOTerheard 
< Of ftny true affeotioto, but ^ttras trfpt " ^ ' > 
With cftfo, that like the eaiterpillAr, eftts 

Tiic lea-vctj of tjpiiDg'a sweetest Ixjok, iLo rose. ^ 
^ ' Middljlxon. 

Ir is a common practice with those who hav«^ 

outlived the susceptibility of early feeling, or 
have been brought up in the gay heartlessness 
of dissipated, life, to laugh at all love stories, and 
to treat the tales of romantic passion as tnex,p 
fictions of novelists and poets. My observa*. 
tioQs on human nature have induced me to 
thmk other wi5>e* They have convinced me, 
that however the ^surface of the cbaracter may 
be chilled and frozen by thecaresof the world, 
or cultivated into mere smiles by the arta. of 
society, still there are dormant Hres lurknig in 
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the depths of tlic coldest bosom, wliicli, when 
once enkindled, become impetooitSi aoA^ wcB, 

sometiaics dcsokitiiig m their effects. Indeed, 

I am a true believer in the J>luid deUfi i|Qd gP 

to the full extent of liis doctrines. Shall 1 con- 

fese it i I beifeve in broken bearti^ ^mdL ;>liNi 

possibility of dyiiig of disappointed love! I 
not however, consider jl a maiadj o£ta|iian 
tal to my owu sex; but I firady beJiave that 
it withers down many a lovely wonuui into aa 

early grav^e. • 

nan ia the creature ofVcerest and aml^tfim. 

His nature leads hini Ibrth into the bustle and 

e^ru|[glea of the world* iiove|^4nit^eembel-- 

lishment of his early life, or a song piped the 
inlenMd9 of the acits. He seeks for fuse, for 
fortune, for peace in the world s thoujglits, aiid 
dominion over his ieUow*]^tnC ^Bnta%oina|^s 
w hole life is a histor}*' of the a^iecUous. The 
heart is her world ; it is ^ere ISer ainibitioii^ 
strives for empire — it^is there her a^^ice seeks 
for hidden treastttek l^e>s^»]s forth her. 
sympathies on adventure; she embarks lie r, 
whole soul ia th^ traffic of jySection : and if 
shipwrecked, her case is hojpekss — ^for it is 
bankruptcy of the heart. 
*^ a m$m, the disappointments of lov^^ may.. 
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cause 80916 tatter pangs : it wouods some feel- 
ings of teiidenie8s~it blasts some prospects of 
felicity ; but he is an actiire being: he may dis- 
dpate his dioughts in the whiri of Taried occtt* 
patioDi or may phmge iuto the tide of pleasure ; 
OT) if the seene oi disappointment be too folL of 
painful associatioaSi he can shift his abode at 
will^ and taking as it were^ the wings of the 
moroiiig^ can fly to the uttermost parts of the 
earthy wad be at rest.'' 

But woman^s is comparatively a fixed^ a se- 
duded^ and a meditative life* She i« more the 
companion of her own thoughts and feelings ; 
and if they are turned to ministers of sorrowj 
where shall she look for conversation ? Her 
lot is to be wooed and won ; and if unhappy in 
her love, her heart is like some fortress that has 
been captured, Md sacked^ and abandoned and 
and left desolate. 

Haw many bright eyes grow dim — how 
many soft cheeks grow pale— 4iow many love- 
ly forms &de away, into the tomb, and none 

can tell the cause that blighted their loveliness! 
As the dore will clasp its wings to its side, and 
cover and conceal the arrow that is preying on 
its vitals — so is it the nature of woman to hide 
from the world tlie pangs of wounded aifection. 
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The love of a delicate female is always shy ajid 
silent. Even whca ibrtuuate she scarcely 
breathes it to herself: but when otherwise, she 
buries it iu the recesses of lier bosom* and thexQ 
lets it cower and brood among the ruins of her 
peace. With her the desire of iier heart hai^ 
failed — the great charm of existence is at end. 
She neglects all the cheeriui exercises which 
gladden the spirits, quicken the pulses, and 
send the tide of life ia healthful stream cur- 
rents through the veins. Her rest is broken—, 
the sweet refreshment of ^^ep is poisoned by 
melancholy dreams — "dry fiorrows drink her 
blopd," until her enfeebled frame sinks under 
the slightest external injury. Look for her a 
little while, aiid you fitkl friendship weeping 
over her untimely grave, and wondering that 
one, who but lately glowed with all the ra- 
diance of both health and beauty, sliould so 
speedily be brought down to darkness and 
the worm." You will be told of some wintry 
chill, some casual indispo.sitioni that laid her 
low — ^but no one knows the mental malady 
that previously sapped her strength and made 
berso ea; > a prey to the spoiler. 

She is like, some, tender tree, tl^c pride and 
beauty of the grove; ^fraceful in its fotrm% 
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bright in its foliage, btit with the wonn prey- 
ing at its heart. We jfiiid it suddenly wither- 
ing, when it should be most fresh and luxu* 
riaat. We see it dropping its branches, leaf by 
leaf, until, wasted and perished away, it falls 
oven in the still of the forest ; and as we mnso 
over the beautiful ruin, we strive in vain to 
recollecL the blast or thiinderbolf that could 
have smitten it with decay. 

I have seen innny instances of women run- 
ning to waste and selt-neglect, and disappear- 
ing gradually from the earth, ahiiost as if they 
had been exhaled to heaven: and have re- 
peatedly fancied that I could trace their deaths 
through the various tjeclensious of consump- 
tions, colds, debility, langour, melancholy, un- 
til 1 reached the iirst symptoia of disappointed 
love. But an instance of this kind was lately 
told me ; the circumstances are well known iu 
the country where they happened, and I shall 
but give them ia the maimer m which they 
were related. 

Every one must recollect the tragical story 
of Bmmett the Irish patriot— it was too touch- 
ing to be soon forgotten. During the troubles 
in Ireland, he was tried, condemned and exe- 
cuted on a charge of treason. His fate made a 

8 
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deep impression on public sympathy. He wa» 
so young— so inieUigeul-— fc^o generous — ^so 
brave ; so every thiug that we are ap< to Irke in 
ayouiig niau. His conduct uud^t trials too, 
was so lofty and intrcf lid. The noWe indigna- 
tion with winch he rejjelled the charge of trea- 
son against his country : the eloquei)$ vindica- 
tioh oiuis naiiie; and his pathetic appeal to poste- 
rity, in the hopeless hour of condemnation ; all 
these enteied deeply into every generous bosom, 
and even his enemies lamented the stern policy 
that dictated his execution- 

But there was one heart whose anguish it 
would be impossible to describe, lu ha})pier 
days and fairer fortunes he had won the allec- 
tioiis of a beautiful and interesting girl, the 
daughter of a late celebrated Iri«h barrister. 
ShQ loved him with tiie disinterested fervor of 
a woman's first and eacly love. When every 
worldly maxun arrayed itself a^auist hau; 
when blasted in fortune, and disgrace and dan- 
ger darkened around his name, she luved 
him the more ardently for his very sufferings. 
If then, his fate could awaken the sympathy 
even of his foes, what must have been the ago- 
ny of her, whose whole sotil was occupied by 
his image ? Let those tell who have had the 
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portals of the tomb suddenly closed between 
them and the being they most loved on earth— 
who have sat at its threshhold, as one shut out 
in a cold and lonely world, from whence all 

that wab must lovely aud loving had disappear- 

ed. ...... 

But then tlic horrors of such a grave ! so 
frightful, so dishonored! There was nothing 
for memory to dwell on that could sooth the 
pang of separation j none of those tender, tboiigii 
melancholy circumstances, that endear the part- 
ing scene — nothmg to melt sorrow into those 
blessed tears, sent like the dews of heaven, to 
relieve the heart in the paiting hour of anguish. 

To render her widowed situation more deso- 
late, she had iitcurred her father's displeasure 
by her unfortunate attachment and was an ex* 
ile from the parental roof. But could the sym- 
pathy and kind offices of friends have reached 
a spirit so shocked and driven in by horror, she 
would have experienced no want of consola- 
tion, for tlie Irish are a people of quick and 
generous sensibilities. The most delicate* and 
cherishing attentions were paid her by famiiies 
of wealth and distinction. She was led into 
aociety, and they tried by all kinds of occupa- 
tion and amusement to dissipate her grief, aud 
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wean her from the tragical story of he? lo\re» 

But it was all ui raia. There are some strokes 
of calamity that scathe and search the soul— 
that penetrate to the vital seat of happiness ; 
that blast it never again to put forth bud or 
blossom. She never objected to frequent the 
haunts of pleasure^ hut she was as mueh alone 
there, as in the depths of solitude. She walk- 
ed about in a sad reverie, apparently uncon* 
scions of tlie world around her. She carried 
with her an inward wo that mocked at all the 
blandishments of friendship, and "heeded not 
the voice of the cluurmer, charm he never so 
wisely." 

The person who told me her story had seen 

her at a masijuerade. Tiiere can be no exhi- 
bition of far-gone wretchedness more striking 
and painful than to meet it in such a scene. 
To find it wandering like a spectre, lonely and 
joyless, where all around is gay — to see it 
dressed out in the trappings of mirth, and look- 
ing so wan and wo-begoue, a^^ if it had tried in 
vain to cheat the poor heart into a momentary 
forgetfulncss of sorrow. After strolling through 
the splendid rooms and giddy crowd with aa 
air of utter abstraction^ she sat herself down 
on the steps of an orchestral and looking aboul 
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ten some time with a vacant air. that showed 

her insensibility to the garish scene, she begaa 
with the capriciousiiess of a sickly heart, to 
warble a litUc plaintive air. She had an ex- 
quisite voice ; but on this occasion it was s6 
simple, so toucliing — ^it breathed forth sucli a 
aoul of wretchedness^ that she drew a crowd, 
mute and silent, around lier, and melted every 
one into tears* 

Tlie story of one so true and tender could 
not but excite interest in a country remarkable 
for enthusiasm* It completely won the heart 
of a brave officer, who paid his address to her, 
and thought tliat one so true to the dead, could 
not but prove affectionate to the living. She 
declined his attentions, for her thoughts weje 
irrecoverably engrossed by the thoughts of her 
former lover. He however persisted in his suit. 
He solicited not her tenderness but her esteem* 
He was assisted by her conviction of his worth, 
and her sense of her own destitute and depend* 
ent situation, for she was existing on the kind- 
ness of £riendk In a w<Mrd, he at length suc- 
ceeded in gaining her hand ; though with the 
solemn assurance that her heart was unaltfvt- 
bly another^s. ' 

He took her with him to Sicilyi hoping m 
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change of scene might wear out a memory of 
early woe. She was an amiable and exempla- 
ry wife, ind made an effort to be a happy one; 
but nothing could cure the silent and devour* 
ing melaiiclioly that had entered into her very 
80uL She wasted away in a slow and hope-* 
less decliiic, and at length sunk nito the graire, 
the victim of a broken heart. 



The following poems have been written in 
commemoration of thii», uuibrtiuiate young la^^ 
djr: . 

Her sorrows are iiunil>ered — do longer she weepa, 

Ev«'ry pang she eiidiirod b requited ; 
With endless delight, and in silence she sleep*. 

For in death « with ker love qbe'* united. 

' like Sidaey he died, but liM inem'ry shall Hve 
In the boeom of those whodeplored him ; 
And Pky lier porest of dew-drops shall give . 
To the sorrows of tho;ic wIau udor^d lum. 
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1i6 loyed*-*was-belo7«d— bat alas ! in his bloom, 
The oftdeal of fate here flore tried him ; 
• And his spirit took flight from this wortd of gloomy 

To that glory which here was denied hira. 

From vegioiift of blifs — the high heuveiifl above, 
Where sorrows can never iuvack; him, 

He saw her dbtrese, and ho beckoDed his leve 
Toi^end^Audvithjoy she obeyed him. 

4 m 

« I 

And she who is joined to the spirit she mourned. 
Now in blisSf'His in vain to deplore her ; 

Por her memory shall live in their bosoms inumed, 
Who vowed even in death to adore her* 

W^hether hero, or lover, or else matters not, 
** Other times— other men shall divine him;'* 

Let hhn rest with hisloTe, by the world forgot^ 
We have hearts large enough to enshrine him. 



MY EMMETT'S NO ilORE. 

ft 

BY TUOS. MOOait. 

Despair in hci- v^Wd eye, ada\urhter of Frm, 
Appeared on the cliff of a bleak rocky shore. 

Loose in the winds flowed her dark streaming ringlets. 
And heedless she gazed on the dread surge's roar. 

Loud rang her harp in wild tones of despairing, 
The tiiuc pjissed away with the pre?«eut comparing, 

And in soul- thrilling strains deeper soi i nw declarinij, 

She sang BriA'a woes, and her Emm^U's no more I 
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0U> Erin I my country, your glory's depnrtcd. 

For tyrants and Irailoro have stiibbeJ Ihy Iteart's core. 
Thy ciaui^hters have lavqd in the slrcama of afUicliuu^ 

Thy patiiot3.haTe fled, or arcstrelchtid in their gore. 
Ruthleasrttfiiach now prowl through thy hamlets forsaken. 

From paleiiungry orphans their Ust morsels have taken; 
The screams of thy femalea no pity awaken ; 

Aloa ! my pour comitry, your Kmmett'z» no more I 

» m 

^Brftve was his npirit, yet mild as the Brahmin, 

His heart bled in ani^uUh at the wronii^"^ of the poor: 
To reliwc their hard i»uiic'iii»g% he biavtd every danger. 
The vengeance of tyrants undauntedly bore.. 

E'en be lure him the proud titled viflaius in power, 
Were seen, though in ermine, in terror to cower, 

Bnt alas 1 he is gone — ^he has fallen, a young flower, 
Hiey have murdered my Emmett— >my Emmett'a no 
norer 
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ACCOUOT OF THE LATE TLAN OF INSUREECTION 
IN DUBLIN, AND THE CAUSE OJ? FAILURE 

The plan was comprised under three heads 
— points of attack, pdinis of cheeky and lines of 
defence. 

The points of attack were three : — ^The 
Pigeon House, the Castle, and the ALtiiiery 
Barraeks at Island Bridge. 

The attack was to begin with the Pigeon 
House, number of men 200. The' place (rf* as- 
sembly, the Strand, between Xrishtown and 
SaDdymoaat. The time, low water. The 
men to divide into two bodies: one to cross by 
a sand bank, between the Pigeon House and 

^Annexed to tJie copy from ^wbicli tbe above has been 

transcribed, idtfa?9 following lueockoraDdum, in the handwrit- 
ing oi a gpeatleman who b el d a confidential situation under 

the Irish government — "The oric:inal of this paper was de- 
livered on the n^ornin^ jn.^t before lie was brought out to 
excciit^'orv, in order to be forwarded to hid brothers Thomas 
Ad'^ia >2)uaiett| at Paris.*' 
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Light IioU5>e, wixere they were to mount the 
ivall ; the other to cross at Devonshire Wharf ; 
both parties to detach three men wiUi bliuider- 
busses, and three with jointed pikes, concealed, 
who were to seize the sentries gates for the 
rest to rush in. Another plan was formed for 
high water, by means of pleasure, or fishing 
boats, going oat in the morning, one by one, 
and returning in the evening to tlic deck auhe 
Pigeon House, where they were to land. A 
rocket from this was tube the signal for the 
other two, viz : 

Tiie castle, the number of men 200. The 
place of assembly, Patrick-street depot. A 
house in Shi{^strect was expected, also one 
near the gate. A hunded men to be armed 
with jointed pikes uiid Lriiuiderbusses, the rest - 
10 support them, and march openly with long 
pikes. To begin by the entrance of tw o job 
coaches, hackney coachmen, two .footmen, and 

six pei*suiis, inside, to drive in at the upi>ergate 
into the yard,, come out of the coaches, tum^ 
back and seize the guard, (or instead of one of 
the job coaches, a sedan going in at the same 
time, with two footmen, two chairmen, and 
one inside ; ) at the same moment a person w^as^ 
in case of failiue/to knock at Lamprey's door, 
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8elze it and let m others, to come down Ly a 
sealing ladder from a window on the top oi the 
guard-house, while attacks were made at a pub* 
lie bonse in Sbip-6treet| which has thiee win« 
dows commanding the guaid-Iioiise, a gale in 
Stei^en*8treet, another et the Aungier-street, 
eud of Great GeorgeVstreet, leading to tlie ord- 
nance, another at the new houses in Oeorge^s** 
street, leading to the ridiag yard, aiid aiiuiher 
over a piece of a brick wail near the Palace- 
street gate. Scaling ladders for ah these. 
Fire-balls, if necessary, for the guard-house of 
the upper gate. The Lord Lieutenant and 
principal officers of government, together with 
the bulk of artillery, to bo sent otf under an 
escort to the connnander in Wicklow, in case 
of being obliged to retreat, 1 forgot to meu- 
tion that the same was to be done with as much 
of the Pigeon House stores as con Id be. An- 
other party with some artillery to come into 
town along the quays, and take post at Car* 
lide Bridge, to act according to circumstances* 
Island Bi id^Cj 400 men. Place of assembly, 
duarry-hole opposite, and Burying ground* 
Eight men Aviih pistols and one with a blun- 
derbuss, to seize ihi^ sentry walking outside, 
seize the gates, some to rush in, seize the cannon 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX, 



opposite the gate, the rest to moimt on all sides 

by scalitig ladders; on seizing this to send two 
cannon over the bridge facing the barrack road. 
Auother detachment to bring cannon dowa 
James-street) another towards Rathfarnham a$ 
before. To each of the flauk points, whea 
carried, reinforcements to be sent, with horses,^ 
&c. to transport the artillery. Iblaad Bridge 
only to be maintained; a false attack also 
thought of, after the others had been made on 
the rear of the barracks, and if necessary, to 
burn the hay stores in the rear. 

Three rockets to be the signal that the at- 
tack on any part was made, and afterwards a 
rocket of stars in case of victory, a silent one 

♦ 

of rcjmliie. 

Another point of attack not. mentioned; 

« 

Cork-street Barracks ; if the officer coirid f " 
prise it, and set fire to it ; if not, to take post in 
the house (I think in Eurl-street, the street at 
the end of Cork-street, leading to Newmarket, 
looking down tlie street with niusquetry, two 
bodies of pikemenin Earl-street,) to the right 
and left of Cork-street, and concealed from 
troops marchii^ in that street. Another in^ I 
think, Marrow boue-laue, to talve tiicm in rear, 
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Place of assembly, iiclds adjacent, or Feiitou 
fields. 

Points oj* Check. — The ol^ Custom-house, 
300 men, the gate to be shut or stopped with a 

load of straw, to be picvioiisly in tlic street. 
The other small gate to be commanded by 
inusquetry, ami the bulk of the 300 men to ba 
distributed iu. Parliament*street| Crane-lanei . 
and those streets falHng into Essex-street, iu 
order to attack them if they forced out. The 
jointed pikes and blunderbusses lying under 
great coats, rendered all these surprises unsus- 
pected ; file balls, if necessary, and a beam of 
rockets. 

An idea also was, if money had been got, to 
piuchase liaflerty's cheese shop, opposite to it 
to make a depot and assembly ; and to mme 
under aiid blow up a part of the Custom-housOi 
and attack them in confusion, as also the Cas- 
tle. The miners would have been got also to 
fnine from a cellar into some of the streets 
through which tlie army from thQ barracks 
must march. 

The assembly was at the Coal*quay. 

Mary-street barracks, sixty men. A house- 
painter's house, and one equally removed oa 
the opposiie side^ (No. 36, 1 believe,) whose 
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fire commancbi the iron gate of ibe fauncks^ 

vithont being exposed to the fire from it, to 
occupied by twenty-four bluuderbusaes ; the 
remainder, pikemea, to remaiu near CoIeViane 
or to be ready in case of rushing out to attack 
them* Assembly, Cole's-lane maiiieti or eka 
detached from Castom4iousebody. 

The corner house of Uapel-street, (it was 
Killy Kelley^s) commaoding in Ormond-quay, 
and Djlxou, the shoemaker's (or the house be* 
'yond it,) which open euddenly ou the flank of 
the army, without being esposed to tUeir hre, 
to be occained by bhinderbusses. Assembly 
detached from Custom4iouse body. 

Luces of D£fknc£.-— Bereefordrstreet has 
six issues from Church-street, viz ; (joleraine* 
street, King-street, Stirntp-laQei Mary^s-lauci 
Piil-lane} and the Uuay. These to be chained 
in the first instance by a body of chainmen ; 
double chains and padlocks were deposited, and 
the sills of the doors marked. The blockade 
to be afterwards hilod up ; that on the (otuay 
by bringing up the coaches from the strandi 
and oversetting them, together with the butch* 
ers' blocks from Ormond-market. The houses 
over the chains to be occupied with hand 
grenades, pistols and stones. Pikemen to 
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parade in Beresford-street, to attack instantly 
any person tliat might penetrate ; the number 
5200. Assembly, Smithfield depot, where were 
800 pikes for reinforceQiients. The object was 
to force the troops to march towards the Castle, 
by the other side of the water, where the bulk 
of the preparations and men to receiro them 
wese. 

Merchant's Q^uay. In case the army, after ^ 
passing the^ Old Bridge, marched that way^ 
Wogan's house aad a Birmingham warehouse 
next to it to be occupied with musquetry, gre* 
nades, and stones ; also, the leather crane at 
the other end of the dltiay ; a beam to be he* 
fore the crane, lying across thd Q.uay, to be 
iired at the approacli of the enemy's column* 
A body of pikemen in Winetavem-street, in- 
stantly to rush on them m front ; another body 
in Cook«street to do the same, five lanes open^ 
ing on their iiank, and by Bride-street their 
rear. Another beam in Bridge-^street, in case 
of taking that route, and tiie^i the jQook-street 
body to rash out instantly in front ; a beam in 
Dirty4ane ; main body of pikemeu in Thomas- 
street to rush on them instantly on firing the 
beam* The body on the (iuay to attack on 
tear ; in case of repolse, Catherine's Church, 
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Market house, md two houses adjacent^ that 

command that street, occupied with luuisiiuetry. 
Two rocket batteries near the Market house, a 
beam before it, brdy of pikemeu in Swift's- 
alley, and that range, to rush on their flank, af- 
ter the beam was fired through Thuuiai>-court, 
Yicar-sstreet, and three other issues ; the corner 
houses of tiiese issues to be occupied by stones 
Jsusid grenades ; the entire of the other side of 
the street to be occupied w ith stones, &c. tlie 
flank of this side to be protected by a chain at 
James-gate, and CJliiaess s drays, &c. the rear 
of it to be protected from Cook^street, in case 
the oflicer there failed, by chains across Rains- 
ford*street,^ Crilly's-Yard, Meath-street, "Ash* 
street, and Francis-stroet. Tlieytuay body to 
co-operate by the issues before mentioned, (aJt 
the other side,) the chains of wliich would be 
opened by us immeiltatety. In case of further 
repulse, the houses at the corner of Cutpursc- 
row, commaudhig the lanes at each side of the 
Miiiket-liouse, the two houses iii High-street, 
commanding that open, and the comer houses 
of Castle-street, comniaud 11115 Skiiiiicr-row, 
(now Giirist Church-place) to be suece^ively 
occupied. In case of a final retreat, the routes 
to be three : Cork^ttreet, to Templeogue, New- 
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streetj Rathfamhanij aud Camden-street depart- 
ment. The bridges of the Liffey to be covered 
six feet deep with boards full of long nails, 
bound down by two iron bars^ with spiked 
eighteen inches long, driven through thcuimto 
the pavement to ^top a column of cavalry, or 
even infantry. * " ' ' " 

The whole of this plan was given Up by me 
for the want of means, except the Castle and 
lines of defence, for i expected 300 Wexford 
men, 400 KHdare men, and 200 Wicklow, all 
of whom had fought before, to begin the sur-* 
prises at this side of the water, and by the pre- 
parations for defence, so as to give time for the 
t6\vri to assemble. The county of Dublin was 
also to act at the instant it began — the number 
of Dublin people acquainted with it 1 under- 
stood to be 4 or 6,000. I expected 2,000 to as- 
semble at Costigan's Mills, the grand ])lace of as- 
sembly. The evening before, the Wicklow 
men failed, through their officer. The Itildare 
men who were to.act| (particuiarly with me,) 
came in, and «tt five* o^clock went off again 
from the Canal-harbour, on a report that Dublin 
would not act. In Dublin itself^ it was given 
out by some treacherous or cowardly person, 
that it "^as postponed till Wednesday. The 
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time of assembly was from six till nine Instead 

of 2,0UU, there was eighty men assembled, 
when we came to the Market-house they were 
duuiiiished to ei^^lUeen or twenty. The Wex- 
ford men did as^mbie, I believe, to the amount 
promised, on the Coal-quay; but 300 men, 
though they might be sufficient to begin on a 
sudden, were not so, when government had 
&ve hQurs' notiee by express trom Kiidare. 

Added to this, the preparations were, from 
an unfortunate series of disappointments in 
money, unfinished, and scarcely any blunder- 
busses bought up. . * 

The men who were to turn the fuzes and 
raouners for the beams forgot them, and went 
off to Kildare to bring men, and did not return 
till the very day. The consequence was, that 
all the beams were not Ipaded, nor mounted 
with wheels, nor the train^bags, of course, fa»* 
tened ou'^to explode them* 

From the explosion in Patrick-street, J lost 
the jointed pikes which were deposited there, 
and the day of action was fixed on before this, 
and could not be changed. 

I had no means of making up for their loss 
but by the hollow beams full of pikes, which 
struck me thr^ or four days before the 
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From the43elay8 in getting -the materials, they 
were not able to set about them till the day be- 
fore ; the whole of that day and the next, which 
ought to have been spent in arrangements/ 
was obliged to be employed in woric. Eiren 
this, from the confusion occasioned by men 
crowding into the depot from the country, was 
almost impossible. 

The person who had th6 management of the 
depot mixed, by accident, the slow matches 
that was prepared, with what was not, and all 
our labour went for nothing* 

The fuzes for the grenades he had also laid 
by where he forgot them, aiid could not find 
them in the crowd. 

The cramp irons could not be got in time 
from the smiths, to whom we could not com* 
municate the necessity of despatch ; and the 
scaling-ladders were, not finished (but one.) 
Money came in at five o'clock, and the trusty 
men of the depot, who alone knew the town, 
were obliged to be sent out to buy up blunder- 
busses, for the people refused to act without 
some. To change the day was impossible, 
for I expected the counties to act , and feared 
to lose tiie advantage of surprise. The Kil- 
daie men were coming in (ct three days ; and 
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after that it was impossible to draw back. 
Had I aiiotber week: had I oue thousand 
pounds; had 1 one thousand men, I would 
• have iearcd iiothuig. There w^^redundaiicy 
eiifMiuli ill any one part to have made up, if 
complete, for deticieucy in^Ilie H^t ; but there 
was failure in all — plan, preparation, and men. 

i would hav£ given it the.respectabUity of 
insurrection, but I did not iiselessly wish to 
spill blood : 1 gave uo signal for the re^, 
they all escaped, 

1 arrived time eu&ugh iu tiie country to pre* 
vent that part of it which had already gone out 
With oue of my men, to disarm the iieighbor** 
hood from proceeding. I found that by a mis- 
take^of the messenger^ Wicklow would not rise 
that night — sent off to prevent it from doUig 
so the next, as it intended, it oii^red supplise 
even after the defeat, if I wished it, but I re- 
fused. Had it risen, Wexlord would have 
done the same. It began to assemble, but its 
leader kept it .back .till he knew the fate of 
Dublin. In the stale Kildare was in, it would 
have done the same. I was repeatedly solicit- 
ed by some of those ^ho were with me to do 
80, bu^ I constantly refused. The more re- 
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mot^ counties did not risei for want of monay . 
to seiid^tliem the signal agreed ou. 

I know how men without candour will pro- 
noniicc Oil this failure, without kiiowiu2r one of 
the circuiustances tiiat occasigned it. They 
will consiidcr only that they predicted it; 
whether its tailure was caii8ed by chance, or 
by any of the grounds on which they made 
their prediction, they will not care — tiicy will 
tnake no distinction between a ppediction ful- 
iiiled and justiiied — they will make no com* 
promise of errors— they will not recollect that 
they predicted also that no system could be 
formed — that no secrecy nor confidence conid 
be restored — that no preparations could be 
made— that no day could be fixed, without be- 
.ing instantly known at the (jostle ; that govern- 
ment only waited to let the conspiracy ripen, 
and crusli it at tlieir pleasure ; and that, on these 
grounds only did they pijedict its miiscarriage. 
The vary same men tiiat a£ter success would 
have flattered, will now calumniate. The very 
same men, that would have made anoU'ering 
of unlimited sagacity at the shrine of victory, 
will not now be content to take backAhat por- 
tion that belongs of right to themselves,- but 
would violate \bQ actuary ofinisfortuoei and 
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APPENDIX 



' Strip her of that covering that eandour^ wou!d 
have left lier, R. E. 



THEOBALD WOLFE TONE. 



We are indebted for the following account 
of this distinguished Irish patriot, to Mr. Chns. 
Phillips' new work, "Curraa and his Cuntenj- 
poraries 

**Iu this niouriifiil year an episode occurred " 
in the professiohal life of Mr. Gurran^ highly • 
indicative of his spirit, disiuteresledness, and 
intrepidity — ^the capture and condemnation of 
Theobald Wolfe Tone — a very extraoiduiary 
man in very extraordinary times. The aon of 
a coachmaker in Dublin, he was educated in 
Trinity College, where he distinguished him* 
* self, aud was called to the Irish bar in" Trinity 
term, 1789. With little relish originally for 
the laWj he soon, to use his own expression, 
ceased to wear a foolish wig and gown,' ' and 
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applied himself devotedly to politics. At first 
he seems to have somewhat coqueted with the 
Whig party ; but as he would not stoop low 
enough for them, and they would not go far 
enough for him, the overtures — for they were 
little more — terminated in Tone's undisguised 
disgust, and the permanent hostility of Mr. 
George Ponsonby. It was impossible, indeed, 
that any constitutional party in the state could 
have conscientiously coalesced with Tone, see- 
ing that his objects were the separation of the 
countries, and the establishment of what he 
called Ireland's independence, in the shape of 
a. republic. His published journals leave no 
doubt as to his intentions. Agent and secreta- 
ry to the Catholic body, and founder of the So- 
ciety of United Irishmen — that he became cvea 
more than was suspected, is clear from a little' 
anecdote which he himself relates. A group 
of idlers gossiping one day in the Four Courts, ' 
Plunket. who made one of them, thought it as 
well to be on the look-out — a habit which 
grew on him. "Well, Tone, remember, all I 
ask of you is Cartoit^^ — the future chancellor, 
modestly contenting himself with the estate of 
the Duke of Leinster. Tone laughingly re-* 
plied, " No, no, Plunket^ the duke's my friend ; 
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biH I promise you Curraghmore." Curragh. 

more belonged to th^ Marquis of Waterford, 
and a Beresford stood at his elbow at the mo* 
meat. Curraii was one of Tone's intiruaies, 
and, according to his sod, at that time partici*' 
pated in his political opinions. ■ " I know/' 
says he, that in the years 1704 and 1795,. 
£Lnd parliculuily at Drogheda Assizes in the 
former year, and ou tha occasion of the trial of 
Bird and Hammil, where they were both em- 
ployed as counsel, he opened his mind to my 
!:a]ier; and that on the main point — on the 
nece^^^^jty ui breaking the connection with Eng- 
land — they ;vs:rfed . Mr. Tone has not furnish- 
ed us with the grounds for his knowledge. 
However, whatever Ciirran's theory might 
have been upon the subject, there can .be no 
duiiUi liu was too wise — ought I not rather to*^ 
say, too sane a man ? — to have^ even for a mo- 
ment, coiitemplated it as a reality, ^rue, he 
loved IrelaiTtd in his heart's core, but he knew 
well a very problematical independence must 
have been waded to through her blood* Yomig 
Tone admits, indeed, that " he amided com-' 
mitting himself in the councils of the United 
Irishmen and I can avouch that in his latter 
days uo uofiu n^e indiguantly deiiounce4 tte 
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agitation of which he was an unwilling witness. 
"It goes to my heart, Phillips," ho has often 
said, *Ho see those mean,, miserable hurdy-- 
gurdy men grinding their discord through the 
country. It was on Jackson's trial, to which 
reference has been made, that a paper was dis- 
covered completely compromising Tone, The ar- 
dent friendship, however, of men whoabnofrcd 
his politics, sa\red his life ; indeed, the gentleness 
. of his manners and the kindness of his nature 
i^ndered personal enmity almost impossible. 
Lord Clare and George Ponsonby seem alone 
to have entertained it. Through the interfeit" 
ence of the Honorable Marcus Beresford ! Mr. 
George Knox, and Wolfe, the attorney gene7- 
ral ! ! he was permitted to expatriate himself. 
Accordingly, in the month of May, 1795, Tone, 
with his wife, his sister, three children, and 
seven hundred pounds — his whole worldly 
treasure — sailed for America, where he landed 
^in the August following. It is scarcely possi- 
ble to conceive any thing more desolate than 
his then condition. An exile from his country, 
an outcast from his profession, in a strange 
land, with heavy claims on him, and but scanty 
resources, it required fortitude, such as he hap- 
pily, possessed, to sustam him. But his was a 



Iff AmmvL 

h^poicm made to defy misfbrtiuie. The firsi 
dMiga v«9 to have ftuied <lowaM mUmfiiia 
Princeton, New Jersey, when letters from Ire* 
had diMigod all bis {Nicpoieti iMid tmsbed hk 
future life^almofit into a fairy tale. On dl6 
of Ui e^pXriatkm, bo tcooapaowl m 
friend, named Russell, to bid farewell to Thorn* 
as Addii BsMaeU, doaOBod ao pooa lo ibUow 

him. "He received us, ' says Tone, "in a lit- 
tle oUiptieai alddy," wbiek ^ waa building al 
the bottom of hts lawn, and which he meant 
to conaecrate to our m€Miiigay if of <a wo lived 

to see Ireland emancipated.'' It was in a small 

^timigular field, ozaoHy liko tfao»iioiii^iiitt»> 

erland where Tell and his associates planned the 
downfall of tbo Tyranny <tf Austria,^' tbi^ 
Tone developed his plan to his compaaionj^ 
Ho told them that he did not oonaider hk conn 
promise with government extended farther 
than to the banks %f ike Ihlmumr^ ; wd that 
his offence- — great, no doubt~was abundaiitly 
expiated by hia exile* Tbia waa mere OMija* 
try, as it appears to me, unworthy of his char* 
actor and uaderatandiog« - No gorem&Mnt| 
most assuredly, would have spaured his life, ex» 

. cept on the implied, if not oxineaBed oondiiioa 
that it was not to be employed ior the fulufio 
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iB^MiiiMissing their dMtMttimC tTlto projeet, 
however, which he seriously entertained, seem* 
^ to cifrjr on the feee of it ita imer knpracti- 
CJ^ility. It was, apparent! as wild, as sh^par 



■ 









^ the brain of a. monomania This lonely 
Hfid unfirieiMfod exile was to seek m lattodiio- 
iion to the French mini&ter in Philadelphia, to 
olicam Ifom kirn aa introdiietion to tho Fseoeh 
Directory in Paris, and from the Directory to 
obtain the inmioii of Irekodi AU the 
sources of a mighty republic — ^her fieetSi her 
ItfmtoS) and her tueames—irera at ooeo to bo* 
come plastic in the hands of one who had not 
aoqtudntaiiee in the ooQ&try* xk a gniaea in 
the world, and whose first political ^uperimeait 
Wat It iiihiro, folfowod by a babishtaaDt If^ 
nly, Jthe pen of Cervantes bec0i]bes rational ki 
4lie co mpaiis otL Yet, atraago to say, &qsoiU 
and Emmett (the latter one of the dl>lost men 
in Ifoland) applauded the nndortakingyand in 
the '^triangular field'^ the vow of the three 
Aiends was pledged never to doatrt tbo eanae 
of their country. They kept that vow« The 
^issariea of seditkm tinere not inactive : tho 
whole north of Ireland became one mass of 

4tt[anif nrt 4wfff^^ t ; and Tmo In PhiBjuifi'^ 
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phk nceir«(9 fiMn hb ftfeirite iii|HjlhmiiiM<» 

pfoemd. The whole seems like a ro- 
manee, yet the tomanee was to becoine a veal- 
kj. Impelled by the reti^ess enemies ond in- 
dbnritabte peitieT'ertoee of an exptftrialed refill 
gee, Frauce seotiorth a mighty armament^ 
theflcwer^f hiJrnalry, and her veteraiiei with 
their hero at its head— ^* alone he did it." His 
- first step was to wait upon Oitixen- A^,<«iMi 
resident French mmisteri tendering him, ' by 

# 

way of credentials, certain conipliimBftafy^^iMi- 

tificates on vellum, which had been presented 
to him by th^ Roman X)atholic conimittee; 
Adet^ as might be expected, declined all com* 
fntmicatioir. Tone, however, was not easily 
\o be bajQ^edj and on the 1st of Febmaryi 
1798, he landed at Havre with CitiMii Adel% 
recommendation to the Directory safe in ^ 
portmAntean. * On' hisrmrival in l^ris he pr^ 
ceeded to Monroe, the United States eml^assar 
dor, and procured from him an 'tiitro8aetl^4d 
Clarke, afterward Due de Feitre. J^'othmg can 
he more interesting than the detaila 'ici Tone's 
journal, from his first interview with Carnot, 
the ^^orgaiSizer of victory," In his ^ ^ petit ccsr 
tnme of white satin, with a crimson robe richly 
jembroideradi't dctwn^to his dapartuia oa lbs 
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^Kpeditioav which cp^t him hi« life. Well, in- 
deed, did he redeem his pledge to Russell and 
to £mmelt ; . and well and truly might he ex* 
nltmgiy describe himself as " hunted^ from his 
own coontry aa a traitor^ living obscurely iu 
America as exile, and received in France by 
t^ie executive Directory almost as an embaaaa- 
don" Despite of every species of discourage- 
laent, from poverty, jealousy, suspicion, and 
distrust, did this lurloni but heroic aian persist, 
till he trode the deck of the Indemptable^ of 80 
guns, high in the command of an army num- 
bering 15,000 choice troops, carried by a fleet 
of 17 sail of the line, 13 Irigatea, and 13 trans- 
ports. Credulity is startled at this Herculean 
iresuH of the eiiurtsof one man, and he an exile, 
a stranger, and a pauper. Such, indeed, were 
his n^essities, that, but a day or two before 
his appointment of chef de brigade, we find 
him without a shilling, obliged to Carnot 
for the means of subsistence. The -command 
of this fine ej^pedition had been confided to 
Hoche^ at that time the hope and hero of the 
French nation. Tone thus relates their meet- 
ing : " I was fitting by appointment in Plen- 
ry^s-cabinet, when the dox>r opened, and a. very 
Jiaiiii^ume, well-made youiig fellow, in a browi^ 
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eoat and nankeen pentatooosv enfeMd and aak^ 

* Vuus vous ctf? le Citoyen Smith ?' I thought 
be waa a chef de bureiftiy and repiiedy ^Oai, ci- 
toyen, je m'api^eile iSiuith.' He said, '•Tons 
TOtts appellex aussi, je erois, Wolfe ToneF 
I replied^ *Oui, cit6yen, c'ast men veritable 
nom/ < Eh bien/ replied he ; ^jesuis Gen-- 
eral Hocked This officer, much distnigmshed 
for the pacifieation of La Vendee, had in him 
all the elements of success. ^ As to Bona- 
parte/ said he to Tone, < set your mind at rest. 
He has been ray scholar, but lie shall never be 
my master.' " The fate- of this magnificent 
expedition is well known. Yioleut storihs 
arose, which separated tfie fleet, only sixteen 
sail of wiiich arrived in Bautry Bay, where 
they lay for six days within five hundred yards 
pf the shore, without even attempting to land 
the army. It seems the frigate which carried 
Hoche was missing ; and Grouchy, the second 
iti command, refused to incur any' responsibili* 
ty. How strange it is tixat this should be the 
self-same officer to whose indecision TlapoIeoB 
attributed his d^ileat at Waterloo ! Referring 
to Bantry Bay, lie afterward told Tone that he 
had shed tears fifty times at the recollection of 
the opportunity he had lost| and regretted much 
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that b» bad not taken Bouvet by th« collar^ ant^ 

thrown him orerboaxd the moment he raised i. 
difficulty aboQi landing. On the Ist of Janar 
lay, 1797, seven sail made the island of Ushant, 
being alt that remained ol forty-three sail which 
had departed from Brest. Thus terminated 
this formidable operation — a result mani£eistly 
attributable te that Providence to whose mer- 
cies Jblngiand owes so mudh* JSoche, to the 
absence of whose frigate the faihare of the ex- 
pedition seemq attributable^ was thus charac- 
terized by Napoleon at 'St Helena: '^He was 
one o£ the first generals that ever France pro- 
duced. He was biave, intelligent, abounding 
in talentj decisive, and persevering ; he waa 
intragant also* If Hoche had landed in Ire* 
land, he would have sucpeeded. Ue possessed 
all the qualities necessary to insure success* 
Ue was accustomed to civil war, and knew 
how to . conduct himself under such circum- 
stance?. He Imd pacified La Vendee, and was 
well adapted for Ireland. If Hoche had land- 
ed, Ireliind was lost to you.'* 

The next expedition, in all the final arrange 
ments of which Tone was active, was tiiat of 
the Texel, got up by the Dutch to aid that of 
Brest It was to hav^ been conunwded by 
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Daendels, a brave officer, who, on Heche's 

recomtneiidation, appointed Tone to the same 
rank in the Dutch which he held in the French 
service, that of a<3jntant general. The naval 
force consisted of fifteen sitil of the line, ten 
frigates, and many sloops and transports* The 
land force amoniited* to thirteen thousand^ five 
hnndred men, with three months' pay, and 
spare arms and ammunition. This expedition 
never sailed, owing, says Tone, quietly, to the 
"absence of fair winds." May it not have 
been to tJie presence of Admiral Duncan, who 
lay inopportunely off the mouth of the Texel ? 
About this time, Hoche, scarcely -yet in"h1s 
prime, died of consumption.' Such was the 
fate of these two memorable expeditions. It 
was on the 23d of May, 1798, that a portion of 
the Irish people, irritated, but di;sheartened, 
, burst into premature rebelkonr The Egyptian 
expedition, under Napoleon, had sailed but a 
few days before, thus forestalling the flower of 
the French troops and jiavy. The indefatiga- 
ble Tone instantly rushed to Paris to organize 
with ministers another expedition; nor was he 
unsuccessful. The proposed plan was to feed 
the Irish insurrection with minor detachments 
from, difiereot portS| until the main body, 
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amounting to nine thousand men, under Gene- 
ral Kilmaine, himself an luabman, could be 
' dispatched. Had that gigantic armament, un- 
der Napoleon, sailed for Ireland instead of the 
East, and ^ected a landing them under cir-^ 
cumstances so critical, who can calculate upon 
the possible consequences? Tone, who had 
three consultations with him on Irish affairs, 
thus describes the impression made on him at 
the first interview. ^^He lives in the Kue 
Ohanteteine, in the greatest simplicity^: ^ his 
house is small, but neat, and all the furniture 
and ornaments in the most classical taste. He 
is about five teet six inches high, slender and 
well made, but stoops considerably : he looks 
at k^ast ten years older than he is, owing to the 
great fatigues he underwent in his immortal 
camptiiga of Italy. His face is that of a pro- 
found thinker, but bears no marks of that m eat 
enthusiasm and unceasing activity by which 
he has been so much distinguished. It is ra- 
ther, to my mind, the couutenarice of a mathe- 
matician than of a general. He lias a fine eyo, 
and greii l firmness about the mouth : he s|>eaks 
low and hollow." It is a curious thing, and 
characteristic of the sagacity of Tone, that he 
expresses strong suspicion as to Bonaparte's 



sincerity on Irish subjects. Indeed, he goes 

lartlicr btill, and hints that his projects had to 
■ encounter his active though secret discounter 
miice ! Tone was right, but it was not till 
twenty years aftcirward, on the rock of St. He^ 
leua, tliat the rcnsoa was disclosed. " If,*' said 
Napoleon to O'Meara, the Irish bads^t over 
liuiiL'St men to mo. I would have certaii^ly 
nwie an attempt upon Ireland / hut I had uo 
confidence either in the integritj or the tal- 
ents of the Irish leaders that were in France* 
They could offer no plan, were divided in 
- opinion, and were constantly quarrelling mih 
Me another.^^ Upon Tone, however, as we 
ehall soon sec, he passed a very different judg- 
ment. The third projected expedttiou, under 
Kilmaine, was frustrated by the imi>atieuce .oi 
General Humbert. This officer, despite of all 
arraiigements, with a few Irigates, a thousand 
men, a thousand sfiara muskets, and a thousand 
guineas, sailed prematurely from Rochelle, 
lie elfected a landing at Killala, where, indis- 
creetly imgeruig for a fortnight, he gamed a 
signal victory at Castlebar, and was obliged 
finally to surrender to ati overwhelming foico 
under Lord Corn wall is* This was on the 8th 
of September^ 17 IKS. Tlie news had not 
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.eacbed France, wheif, on the 20th of the same 

mauU;ii General Hardy sailed from the Baye de 
Camaret with three thousand soldiers. Com- 
modore Bompart had under his command the 
Hoche, 74, eight frigates, and a schoonen 
^'he liee.t was dispersed by a storm, and on the 
10th of October, the Hochc, two frigates, and 
the schooner were signaled by Sir John Bor- 
lase Warren in the bay of Longfa S willy. 
)iom|>art instantly ordered the frigates and tlie 
schooner to attempt their escape through shal- 
low water, aud heroically prepared his ship for 
iBction. A boat irom the schooner offered Tone 
the alrnost certainty of an escape, of which he 
:was ifaialy implored by his brother officers to 
avail himself. No," said he, iu answer to 

« 

their entreaties, never shall it be, said that I 

lied while the French, were fighting the battles 
0f my couu|f^. : Certain death, either on the 
declv or. .^ulTolJ, he well knew awaUed 
.Jhim! So it"^ was a soldier's death, he cared 
not. For six hours did the gallaiit Bomjiart, in 
: the Hoche, maintain a hopeless contest with 
^ four sail of the line afid a frigate. ''At length,"^ 
^ lays Tone, '4ier masts and rigging were swept 
away, her scuppers flowed with blood, - her 
^ jrouuded hlied the co(Qkpit| her shattered ribs 



yawned at every new stroke, and let in five 
feet water in the hold, her rudder was carried 
away/' and thus barely j^oating on the waters, 
a dfemantted wreck, she struck; Honor to 
Bompart — honor to the brave— enemy though 
he be. The fati^ of Tone was sealed. At a 
breakfast given to the French officers by Lord 
Gavan, he was recognized. The manner of 
the recognition was thus — wish it were oth- 
erwise. While seated at the table with hi^ 
•brother officers, an old friend and fellow-stu- 
dent, entering with policemen, * said, Mr. 
Tone, 1 am very happy to see you /" He was, 
of course, insOantly arrested. He submitted 
without a murmur until they proceeded to place 
him in irons, when, flinging off his uniform, 
he iiidignantly exclaimed, " No ! fetters shall * 
never degrade the revered insignia of the free - 
nation I have served. For the cause which I 
have embraced, however, I feel prouder to 
wear them than if I were decorated with the 
star and garter of England;'^ On the lOth of 
November, 1792, he was tried in Dublin by 
court^-martial / Tone admitted all the facts, 
and merely read an address, vindicating his 
motives. Und^ the flag of the French Re* 
public I originally engaged with a Viow to save 
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and liberate my own country. Tor that pur^ 

pose I -have encountered the chances of war 
among strangers. For that purpose I have re* 
peatedly braved the terrors of the ocean, cover- 
ed^ as I knew it to be, with the triumphant 
fleets of that power which it was my glory and 
my duty to oppose. I have sacrificed my 
views in life; I haye courted poverty; I have 
left a beloved wife unprotected, and children 
whom I adored, fatherless. After such sacri- 
fices in a cauiie which I have always conscien- 
tiously considered as the cause of justice and 
freedom, it is no great effort at this day to add 
the sacrifice of my life." After the condemna- 
lion, which he made no effort to avert, he ad- 
vanced one, and only one, request — that he 
might die ^ soldier's death, and/^ be shot by a 
platoon of grenadiers.'' I request this indul- 
gence/' said he, ^< rather in consideration of the 
uniform which I wear — the uniform of a chef 
de brigade in the French army — than from any 
personal regard to myself" He produced his 
commission as chef de brigade, and of a letter 
of sienrice as adjutant general, proving that his 
rank was bona Jide^ and not merely assumed to 
' serve a purpose. In point of fact, he had serv- 
ed in the army of Bnglaud, in the Bataviaa ar- 



Digitized 



tnyi and ia that of the Sambre et Mcuse^ under 
Booapartei Detaix, and Kiimaine. This re^ 

quest was refused by Lord Uomwallis, who 
awards bim a traUor's death withia eight-and- 
forty hoars. Of the few friends who had es- 
caped the scaffold, the tcwngici aod the dua-. 
geon, could there be found none fearless enough 
to recogmse the falleu ? coustitutiooal eaqugh 
to assert the outraged dignity of the law ? noble 
enough to foiget self-interest iu tlie stmggle ? 
Yes, there was one, and only one : Curjran was 
stiil alive. Tone was to die on the i2th of 
NoveqAber. It wa^ now the 1 1th ! During 
the whole of that day did Curran toil through 
Dublin, seeking among the wealthy Roman 
Catholics the means of retaining a I ir to de- 
monstrate the flagrant illegality of the trial ! 
He spoke but to the winds. He could not ob- 
tain a shilling ! ! He then determined to pro- 
ceed aione, when Peter Burro wes volunteered 
his assistance. On the morning of the day fix- 
ed for the execution, the niornent the Court of 
King's Bench opened, tlie dauntless advocate 
advanced, leading Tone's aged father by the 
baiid, who produced an affidavit that his son 
had beeii brought before a bench of officers 

who had sentenced bim to death. Tlie scene 
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at that moment passes all descfiption~t2id 
breatfiTees crowd, thB hearf-braken old tnan, 
the pure and venerable judge, and, above all, 
the vohintarf and unriyaled advocate, the real 
friead — misfortune's friend — who, while all 
others held aloof, aloncr -stood forward to hoM 
the segis of the law between iajostice and its 
victim : to appreciated, it must have been 
seen. 

I do not pfetend/' began Carran, « that 

Mr« Tone is not guilty of the charge of which 
he is accnsed. I presume the officers were 
honorable men. But it is stated in this affida« 
Tit, as a solemn fact, that Mr.^ Tone had no 
commission under his majesty, and therefore 
no cburt-martial could have cognizance of any 
crime imputed to him while the Court of 
King^s Bench sat in the capacity of the great 
cruiimal court of the land. In times when war 
was raging, when man was opposed to man in 
the field, courts-martail might be endured ; but 
every law authority is with me, while I stand 
upon the sacred and immutable principle of the 
Gonstittitiou, that martaS law and civil law are 
incompatible, and that the former mn^t ^«^ise 
with the existence of the- latter. Tbia u sot, 
however, the time far arguing tliis motC tutoua 
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question. My client must appear in thfe eoaYt 
He is cast lax deatk this yety dsiy. He may 
be ordered for execation while I address you. 
I caiL on this oourt U> support the law, and 
move fcHT a writ of Hmheas CarpuM^ to ^4iree- 
tcfi to the provost marshal oi the bCyrracks and 
Ifajor Sandys, to bring up the body of Tone.'' 
Chi^ Jmiice. " Hare a writ instantly pre- 
pared." 

Outran. ^'My dient, noay die while the 
writ is prejMuring^" 

Chi^ Justice, Mr. Sheriff, proceed to the 
barracks, and acquaint the {N*oyost marshal that 
a writ is preparing to suspend Mr. Tone's 
execution, and see that he be not efxecuted." 

in a short timai tha sheriff, having r^tumed| 
thus addressed the court : 

« My lordi I have been to the barracks m 
ptirsuance of your order. The provost marshal 
says he must obey J^jor Sandys. Major Saur 
dys says he must obey Lord Cornwallis." 

At this time Mr. Curran atmouneed the re- 
turn of Toners Father with a message that 
General Craig reiused to obey the writ of Hof- 
beas Corpus. 

Chief Jusiiee. Mr. Sheriff, tjEike the body 
of Tone into custody. Take the pro vuist iuai- 
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rfial and Major Sandys into custody, . and show 
thQ order of the court to General Cnug«" ^ 

It was now universally believed that the 
miUtarjr autharitiesi who had thus pretan^ to 
trifle with the powers ol the King's Bench, 
wouid have .Tone executed cm th^ instant* 
Lord Kilwarden, a great constitutional judge, 
waa very much affected. , His agitation,'' 
said Curran, was magnificent." It soon trans- 
pired, however, that, Tone indignant at the 
menaced degradation ol his death, had, with a 
amail penknife which he had m waged, to coa- 
ceal, inflicted such a wound on his throat that 
he had little to .foar from this world's jurisdic- 
tion. The cIjLiefjn slice, however, as a matter 
of precaution, ordered a wht to iasue, wspen^r 
ing the execution. It is said, on the surgeon 
lexpreaeiag an opinion that, as the carotid arter 
t ry had escaped, the' wound was not necessarily 
fatal^ Tone iaintiy muttered, I am aorry^ 
then, to find that I have been so bad an anato- 
itiist.'''' He 'sin^ived, however, in silent ago- 
ny, for seven, days, when the sanie surgeon, 
seeing he was sinking, whispered to an atten<* 
daut, "Tou must keep him as quiet as possible. 
If he speaks he diesJ^ thank you, sir,^^ 
said ^ Toiio, who had oveiheaid him ; " you 
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could not give me more welcome news* Whit 
ihould I wish to live foi^" and eitpifBd. 

Thug penshed on his " bloody pallet," in a 
loathsome dnngeon, and by hk own hand, the 
youthful apostle of Irish independence." 

^^Tone was earneat, disinterested, single- 
minded. His patriotism did not evaj>orate in 
Vords. He was essentially the OMin of action— 
an entliusiast, but a practical one. No perJion* 
al motive seems fairiy attribataUe to him. U 
he was a suppliant, it was always for his coun* 
try — neTer for himself. If he urgied others to 
enterprise, he never shrank from a participa* 
tion in the danger. C^poshig power^ he never 
cringed to popularity, nor substituted a mob for 
the monarch he rcfjeoted. For one sole otqect, 
which he mistakenly believed to be his coun- 
try's good — in exile, in poverty, in prhrations 
of every kind — to the last he persevered, sacri- 
ficing all that makes life dear, and daring and 
enduruig all that makes death terrible." 

It maynot be out of place here to state 

that the regard in which Tone was held by the 
Directory was extended to his family after 
ills death. Uis sous were educated at th« pub- 
lie expense, and owed much to the active be- 
nevolence of Talleyrand. Lucien Bonaparte, 
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M pxesident of the Coi|ncil of Fiv^ Hundred, 
thus winds up the bnutifol speech which he 
addi^ssed to them on the subject: ^RepreseU"* 
tatives of tto people i the widk>w, the chiidceii 
of Tone are before you. The law of the 14th 
Froetider only allows them a pension of 300 
ftsnoi. Bat| ia that very iaw^ Uie case of emi* 
BMt serrieee, leodered in the cause of liberty, 
is foreseeo* The fisunilies of heroes are ihea 
to be selieTed by a speeiai deciee of this House. 
I claiio this special decnee/ The motiou was 
IbUewed hf the appoiotmeAl of a comiiutteei 
of which Joseph Bonaparte was a member. 
JBSi nettiiMition was a guarantee to the family 
that their interests s^ere safe ; a man o/ kind* 
Uer native never peiiiaps existed* , 

'^Tiiis little sketch would scarcely be com* 
plete witbont tile graphic account which 
Tone's admirable widow gives of her first ia* 
lefTiew with Napcdeoiu He was on his return 
£rpm the huut.in the forest of St. Germain's, 
and was changing hocseS) whet ehe presenteil 
a book and memorial to him : He han^d the 
book to his eeuyer, and op^ied the paper. 
When he begfin to read, he said, < Tone I re* 
neqiber wdl.^ He read it all through, and 
tmo m tfaj»e times $^Qj^ped» looked atme, and 
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bewedf in reading it. When be had finished^ he 
said to me, ' Now speak to me of yourself.' I 
hesitated, for I was not prepared for that ques- 
tion, and took small interest in the subject. He 
proceeded: ^Have you a pension I said I 
had. * Is it sufficient ? Do you want any ex- 
traordinary succor By this time I had re- 
covered myself, and said that his majesty's 
goodness left me no personal want; that uU 
my cares, all my interest in life Were centered 
in my child| whom I now gave up to hi» niaje»- 
ty's seirice. He ari^wered, < Be trsaiquil, ttdW^ 
on hxs account ; hie perfectly tranquil, theai' 
concerning hiifi.' I perceived a Hftle^ha^ 
smile when I said my ehild-' {mon enfant.) I 
should haire safd ^my sen f 1 knew it but for- 
got. He liad stopped so long that a croWl^'hfid 
gathered, and were crushing on, crying, 
VEmpereur P He ordered two Napoleons a 
piece to be given to some old womto; and wo^ 
men with children, and drove on. On goingi 
he nodded to me two or three times with-affsc^ 
tionale famililyrityi aayingj < Yotre enfmU sera 
bien naturalise,' laying a playful emphtois on 
the word ' etyantr^ JMapoleon kept hm word. 
He doubled the pension of Mrs.' Tone, making 
it lo 2M)0 francs during her lite ; appointed btr 
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Hon to be a scholar of the go'f^^mlnt^ <ii>^' 
dered her expenses, on placing him at tlie mil- 
itary school^ to be repaidr In the turentynse* 
cond year of his age, Tone's son was appoint- 
ed a cornet in .the 8th Chasseurs. He served 
with distinction from January, 1813, to July, 
1816, when be resigned the senrice« At the 
memorable battle of Leipsic he received six 
lance ^mm, imd wa. promoted to a lieuten: 

l£acj on the stafl^ appointed an aid-de-camp, 
and'ma^ a tnember of the legion of honor. 
He died very young, an officer in the army of 
Ihe Unit^ States. 

The application for a writ of Habeas Cor^ 
pits made by Toners counsel may, at first rieWj 
Appear to have been superfluous. But it was 
not so. The^ fatal act .of the prisoner had not 
transpired when the motion Was made, and 
there weuft a certainty that the execution would 
have taken place on the 12th of November. 
To obviate this, the motion— of the ultimate 
success of which there could be little doubt — 
was necessary. The residt of a trial by jury 
must inevitably have been tiic same as that 
by oourt-inartial. So far from denying his 
guilt, Tone denied it to be guilt, and glo- 
lied in it What, indeed could* have beeni^ 



done {or m man who volunteered such a 
boast aa this : I wish to spate the court ail 

useless trouble. The charge agaijist me, I 

^presmne, is, that I have been found in wrms 

' against the soldiers of the kiug m nif native 
country. I admit the accusation in ks most 
extended PitHn my earliest youth I 

have regarded the connection between Eogl«pd 
and Ireldiid as the curse ul' tlic Irish uatio|i|and 
feit convinced that, while it lasted^ this coun- 
try could never be free or happy. As to that 
connection, tbecefoie, I repeat it-*-all that has 
been imputed to me — words, .writings, uad ac- 
tions— I here del^bcirately a.yow, I have qpo^ 
ken aiid acted with redection, and on princi- 
ple, and am ready to meet the consequences* 
Wiiatever be tlie sentence of the court, I am 
prepared for it. Its members will surely dis» 
ch^ge their duty — I shall take care not to be 
v^waiiting in mine,^' Acquittal, therefore, before 
any tribunal, was quite out of the question. 
Mr. Curran's object .was ^ely to gain time. 
Delay must necessarily have attended a trial at 
law, and . opportunity would thus have been 

afforded for foreign interference. Indeed, it 

has since transpired that the chiefs* both of the 

French and Batavian Republics^ had solemnly 
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hssaxed Mrs. Tone that they would ..iustaiitly 
claim her husband; that the Eualish oflicers 
whom they had prisoners should be held as 

hostages for liis safety: and if they had lionie 
o£ the same rank, the diderenee should be made 
up m numbers. In similar circunisLances Nar 
poleou claimed Napper Tandy;, the. demand 
was acquiesced iii, and Tandy was exchanged. 



TAB IRISH FOAEMAN OF 

We copy t!ie following sketches, to show the 
state of feeling in Ireland, during the State 
Trials of '98. 

Guilty! -my Lord." 

The foreman of the jury trembled as he pro* 
nounced the verdict ; the grave lawyers sud« 
denly shifted on their seats and looked silently 
down ; a quick shivering ran through the vast 
mass of people, and then was unheard in their 
piercing yells of rage ; all in that court-room 
were agitated but the judge and the crimiaal# 
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The judge ieok another pinch of snuff, and 

settled in his seat with a heavy iVowu upon the 
prisoner. He glanced ahnost exultingly at the 
madduiicd moss around hiui, and theu turned 
and defied the judge with his eye. 

The Foreman trembled in the tumult, for he 
had heard of Irish revenge, trampling upon Bri- 
tish gold and piercing through British steel. 
As he looked around he saw a spirit bummg in 
a thousand eyes, which had not appeared to 
him in warning at the hour when a heavy 

purse was dropped iiilo his hands. And he 

trembled again, for he saw that more of those 

wrathful eyes were fastened upon luiu Ihaii 
npon the prisoner at the bar. 
• He heard the angry cry for silence, the sen- 
tence of death and the noisy breaking up of 
the court, all as a faint and distant sound. He 
mechanically rose to depart, but the sheriii^ in 
surjmse touched his shoulder. 

Will you not have a guard to your house 

" Yes PV cried the Foreman, awaking, 
must have a guard!" 

He hurried away, because he did not wish 
Xo meet the sheriff eye. 

Late in the second nighf ^fter the tri^, a 
jK^uadron of dragoons clattered up to the hotel 
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in King stoeet^ and then stopped. A IMa iiw 

stantly left the building and mounted a spare 
horse in the rery middle of the troop. Ni^ a 

word was spoken ail knew their business, and 
swept rapidlp" forward at a single word lrooi 
their oflicer. . And no one cared tospeak,. 

Two hours' quick riding < brought -theln into 
the centre of a forest, who^e huge black trees flfiut 
out the feeble l^ht of a few dim stats, which 
had liitherto shown them their course. Tliis 
melancholy darkness fell heavily upon the so* 
perstitious feelings of the dragoons^ and togeth- 
er with a mysterioQS .distant roaring througk 
the still air, depressed even the lighter spirit of 
the ot&cer. Almost unconscioudy , and certain- ^ 
ly without meaning it, he dropped behind and 
whispered to the Foreman* 

How awfai thissud(?eu wind sounds among 
the trees F*^ 

" Tiiat IS no wind or breeze that you hear," 
said the- Foreman hriefi y. It is the dashing 
of waves under llie cluT of Creel au Duiglu 
What's that!'' 

A iia.rrow stream of fire; shooting upward in 
swift sparkles, ran into the road directly beneath 
their horsos' hoofs. A scattered nvussoffire- 
woiksinstantly exiploded* iU^^^ ' < {» 
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ifom Ihei^ midst, blazing wh«ela east forth a 

•wUirliiig shower of sparks, while fiery serpents 
hiiaed and leaped along thagraund. Strickeii 
with a suddeu terror, the horses became un- 
manageable and broke from their ranks. A 
score of dark, hall-naked meu was seen glance 
lag abont in the scattered troop. When order 
was restored, the Foreman's horse alone was 
found riderless^ The officer iastantly gave the 
order to pursue. He . might have spared him- 
aelf the trouble. 

The Foreman heard the loud comaiand, but 
made no struggle for roisBie from his eaptora 
A strong grasp, was upon each arm, and kept 
its remorseless hold, though the {Mrisonef 
screamed with torture as he dragged through 
briers and thorns in that iieadlong race. And 
even when the souud of puiijuit died away be- 
hind them, they did not slacken their steps, for 
their reveiige was tireless, and every moment 
increiAsed the sound of the waves hashing unc 

der the clitT of Creel au Duigh. No pause un- 
til an abyss yawned beneath their feet, and the 
Foreman looked down upon the black waters 
of the sea. 

They tossed him dowji upon the rough rock, 
and iio.dM not attempt to rise. The baad 
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irtood at a little distance from him. Then one 
stepped out from tiieir mimber, and in a ealm, 
determined voice, told the Foreman why be 
must die. 

" You iiave taken the English gold and your 
hand shall rot in the sea. Yon hare spoken 
the perjured word, aud you shall be straugled 
tiki your black tongue sticks out of ybur mouth. 
To-morrow, a true Irishman goes to his doom, 
and you shall oreep before him like a hound as 
you SLxe* His bpdy cannot lie in holy gronnd, 
and your carcase shall be picked by tiie birds 
of the air^ until it drops and is eaten by the 
crawling crab. Look down the cliS of Creel aa 
Duigh. The waters below are not as black 
and measureless as the iniquity of your heart* 
You cannot wish to prepare for death. You 
must die now.'' 

The Foreman was not a coward. He had 
trembled in the court when he was crushed 
down by the revengeful loul^b oi a thousand 
men, but now that death stood visibly bef<»# 
him, lie only rose and said with iirmuess,— r 
Let me die quick and easily." 

* <t No !" shouted lh(^. other savagely, no, yoii 

shall UiOt i You shall die hardy and the harder 

because you will know first what is the death 



we have devised for you. We shall not hang 
you or let you drop into the seas Either would 
be too mercifui, and we s^iall do boUi. Do you 
see that lon^^s]xxr? There are two Cords at 
this end. Oac oi tiiem shall be knotted aiouad 
your neek : the second is fastened to the other 
etid, and hanys ioc^ely alon^ the whole length 
of the stick. Your hands shall be tied behind 
your brick, you shall be haltered and tiuust 
out with the spar. If you would lengthen 
your lue, ciiag tatlie loose ro^e wiXh your legs 
BS long as the devil gives yxm strength. Do 
so, aild prolong your death. Now tie him, 
noose hiid^ cross his feet upon the rope, thrust 
the spar out and may God iwi have mercy on 
his soul.'' 

They did so and sat down on the crag. A 
light wind arose and swung the Foreman to 
and Ira in the dmkuess ; thej cords creaked 
with their horrid weight, and the mad waves 
beneath biHiaded up as if yearning for the 
hanging wretch. They sate still and watched 
him. . 

For au hour no one dared to speak. Then 
erne whispered to his fellow : 

^ Did. you ^ Uu> Umb^ sluike then as if he 
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had the fever ! Haw stHl he is, — thought he 

Would beg. But he dies game!'^ 

Silence V\ cried their chief. ^< He dies like 
a traitor!^' 

As he spoke, the feet neivoiisly unclasped 

and the Foreuiuii swung down. 

^^Come, boys/' said the chief, after another 

interval of sileuce^ " now let us go,'^ 



TBX IRISHMAN'S ftEYElSrGK 

During the autumn of the year 1798, half the 
county of Wexford was in a state of insurrec- 
tion. , This partial revolt, however, led to no 
important^f esults ; the insurgents were defeat- 
ed and compelled once more to submit to the 
iron rod of the English government. To re- 
strain the populace, to ferret out and inilict 
gtnnmary justice on the guilty, numerous de- 
tachnients of soldiers were sent, who overran 

the whole country. One of these detachwinii 
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had cslabiishoJ itself for several days on the 
little island of the YirgiQ, when one nmrnipg 

the commaudiii!^ olhccr received a visit from 
one of his sergeants. 

")Vo]l, Deiiiiis/' he cmiuired, what's Jhe 

news ' - 

. "Th(^y have brou^^liL in Patrick O'Darcy/' 
replied the sergeant ; I have ordered f^ul a 
platoon, aiid I now come to receive your hoa- 
or's orders to shoet the prisoner." 

Have we u riuUt to du so demanded the 
officer. 

^'^Vuh your liuiiour's permission, I believe 
it is always lawful tg^ rid ourselves of a rebel 
BXiAjk papii>t. Besides, hc^sfieiil ail last night 
i^f^ from his bouse, whic|L is «: sufficteni 
crkne of itself." 

"Is it known where he Trent, and wh^ he 
lias been doiii;.^ during the night r•'^ 

" I have heard it said that he went tprMj^ 
lui-iher the sailor, who lately ^arrived at Wex- 
ford but that story is not clearly ff|Sven, 9tA 
this U Darcy does not hear too gQod a repula- 
tioo. " Shall I despatch him 1 

<<IJy my faith, Dennis," replied the officer, 
^^sioc^ he now in our hand* we 

r 

^ ' ' r ■ 

1 
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wrong, I t^ink, in sending the fellow out of the 
world." 

The sergeant instantly withdrew. . 

Left alone, the officer, reflecting on what had 
passed, quickly repented of having so lightly 
condemned to death a man who was probably 
inuucent. Springing up, ho hastened to stop 
the execution, but had not taken twenty steps 
before he heard a discharge of musketry. The 
next moment he found himself in the presence 
of the inaiiiinate corpse of his victim. He was 
a young man of great size and of a hai^dsome 
and interesting appearance; his clothes were 
such as are worn by the> poor classes in Ir^ 
land. After viewuig him for an instwtthe 
othccr retired racked with remorse. 

Among the spectatofs of this frightful scene 
was the brother of Patrick O'Darcy. ^ The ex- ' 
ecution over, he hastened to the dwelling of 
the deceased's \vidow,jiitteruig words of ven- 
geance^gainst the murderers. He had scarce* 
.ly catered, when some one knocked. 

^^It is th& priest," cried one of tha children 
who ran to open the door. 

Walking into the cottage, the man. of God 
found the brother of Patrick O'Darcy engaged 

la cleaning aa old pistol : the two eldest sony 
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of the murdered man were melting lead to ran 

into balls. As for the poor widow ahe sat uu a 
high stool near the fire, regarding iritb dry 
eyes aad a vacant stare the prepai^tions goiug 
on abound her. 

Is it an aosassiuation you intend to com-- 
mit 7'^ said the priest with sererity, addressing 

himself to the brot!ior o'l Patrick O'Darcy. ' 

' They have killed my brother iri'told blood, 
my iiHiocetit hrotluT," roj)!ied the sailor, still 
continuing to polish the rusty weapon which 
he held ih his hand. 

<t What said the priest, thoughts of re* 
▼enge in the heart of a Christian ! Does not 
God forbid the shedding of{ hlood } ^ Leave to- 
Hint the punishment of the guilty : terrible re- 
m^e in tliis life, eternal suiicring ia tlte other, 
will do justice to the crimes committed here 
below." *^ ^ 

He continued to speak for a long tii&^fn 
this tone. The sailor sonietimes nodded^his 
head ; sometimes hazarded a brief obl^^vatioflt 
At last the words of the priest seemed to make 
an impression upon him; he interrupted the 
g(^od man, reflecicd a moment and then said: 
<^ 1 believe, in fact, yourare right ; it is his caft- 
Qoi^iKfQ which st^edl avi^xige i giXh 
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xnise you that I will not raise a hand against 

him.'' 

Oa the evening of the sam? day, while the 
officer was in his chamber ireftecting bitterly 
upon the e¥ent oi the morning, the sergeant 
rashed in, his face pale as death, and his hair 
jQlowing iu disorder. ^ He handed a letter with 
a blaek seal, containing simply these words : . 

FcUrick Q^f}arcjf died October Ist^ 1798. 

Captain O'Chmndl wiU di^ October Ist, 
" 1799. Twelve months 

Who gave you this letter?'' demanded the 
officer^ 

. ^Tatrick O'Darcy/' replied the sergeant, with 
a trembling voice. . 

Patrick O'Daiey is dead, you fboL'' 
^< I assisted at his execution, and I nias pre- 
•eht whetf his corpse wte- thrown into the 
lake,'' replied the sergeant; "but if the words 
I BOW fionounce wece the last which should 
evejr issue from my mouth, I would swear that 
it was lie himself who brought that letter.'' 

O'Gumiell was not superstitious ; yet^ this 
mysterious letter inqnred hin^ with some uQt* 
easiness, but it soon vanished ; five days after- 
ward be thought no more of the noatter. The 
iflit of Novemb^ found, him iu Dubliui whem 
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the hostess of the hcnise at whiefa he put tip 

brought him a letter which she said had beea 
left for him by an Irishman of uncommon 

height. This letter was precisely like the first, 
excepting that the nnmber of months was 
ditced to eleven. O Giuiueli, on reading this 
second billet, felt bis fears revive; his remorse 
returned more poignant than ever, and the re- 
proaches of his guilty cmiscienee began to per- 
suade him that there was something i>upernatu- 
ral in this strange occurrence. He had inform- 
ed no one of his journey to Dublin, where he 
had arrived only the evening before: what 
living being, then, could liave divined his in- 
tentions and have discoveied him so soon ? A 
vague but unecasiu^ restlessness preyed upon 
him — appetite and sleep botii abandoned him. 
He slK ve to drown his sufferings by plunging 
into the whirlpool of pleasure, but nothing 
could relieve his gloomy thoughts, the moral 
disease under which he felt himself failing fol- 
lowed him every where. 

Tlie first of December found him at tlie ta- 
' Ue^ surroonded by nuddierous friends, and on 
th^r point of drniking a toast, when a servant 
handed him a letter bearing a black seal. He 
turned ^aie ou receiving li, md fell back ixkim 
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^ehftflr wijdiovl aitjoring a word ; pieteiuliDg'tticU 

den iudispositiou, he soon ieU the apaitment. 
^HejLi dftf be quitted Dublin, -le go, he said, on 
a hunting excursiou among the mountains of 
Wicklow ; a single servant m^companted him. 
^ It was 110 idea of pleasuic or amusenieat that 
brought O'Gunnell among the mountains : he 
begau to consider every kind of happiness or 
joy as a dream of tl^ past; all that he could 
hope for was partial relief, momentary forget- 
fahiess of his liis, and be sought it in bodil]^ 
fatigue, and the activity of acoiuUry Hfe. But 
the recollection ef the islaiul of the Virgin 
never forsook him ; look which way he would, 
a bloody phantom was iocessautly by his side. 
Thus passed the month 'of Deisember* 
. One day, 0'Guuaeii| returniug from a long 
^ ^oioinitain excnr»k>n, passed through a narrow 
patli wli^h followed the course of a rivulet. 
lAtna^iira in 4he road, be suddenly perceived a 
.■lan, who, stand uig wa little kuoil, pointed 
-WiAk hMiaad towards a huge rock near which 
>he had to pa:s& O'Gunnell atteutiveiy scruti* 
'-nixed .tiiis eingtUar figure^ ; il wm ODarey ! 
iHis hajr . stood erect, his blood curdled ni his 
iMi»M>is head fWobanieaUy grasped- a pistol 
^-i^which he constantly carried, and he fired. A 
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amile of derwon gleamed athwmit tibe r»age of 

O'Darcy, who, \\^ithoiU moving, cuntinued to 
pomt At (he rock. In -a few momenla he dis- 
appeared as if by enchantment. Approaching 
the tfpot designatedy O'GuaneU found a tbHei^ 
it announced that he had but nine months to 
live. , - ^ 

After this apparition, O'Gunnell no longer 
doubted that there was something eaperoatiiiid 
in his mysterious adventure ; his fears, his 
suiferings redoubled| and it was with a ^a^y 
terror that he mvr the fatal day approach which 
should brmg him a new letter. 

The day at length arrived, but nothing ex- 
traordinary happened to O'Gunneli, and nigiu 
approached wiAout bis having received any 
letter ; this excited in his breast a hope that 
the charm was broken. Fflled with joy, he 
returned towards his dwelling, when, ^wii^hing 
to cross a small lonely bridge, he met a man 
who seemed desirous to dispute the passage. 
Face to &co he recognized him as a po^or Oath- 
oiic gentleman, whose house he had burnt dit- 
ringfais last expedition against the insnrrec^ 
tionists in Wexford. O'Gunnell requested him 
to make way; but the other, witiioat hudgingi 
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stared him in the face, and said, " I have wait*- 
ed for you/' 

" You wait for me !" replied O'Gnnnell, " I 
have nothing to do with rebels and papists," 

" Scoundrel f" cried the old gentleman, 
*^have a care what you say." 
The bidod rushed to O'GunneH^s face, 
^^No man ever insulted me with impunity," 
he exclaimed, choose one of these two pistols 
and defend yourself." 

All that ofice formed my happiness, had 
been ravished from me, ravished by you, and 
although death seenls to me preferable to the 
existence I now lead, I wUi not profit by the 
advantage I have overyoA on this occasionu 
The hand of an assassin always trembles.** 

Does my hand tremUt^ !" shouted CHGun* 
nell, in a paroxysm of rage. ' * 

The old man smiled disdainfully, dieir a 
paper from his bosom, and presented it to 
O'GunnelL ' 

See what I have been charged to convey 
to you,^ said.he with affected calmness. 

Ila ! does your hand tremble now ?" 
O'Gunnell had hardly taken the papec, when 
his knees trembled and he fainted. . When he 

leeovered his consciousnessi tbe old^ genttooao 



blul disappeared) hut he saw at some distance 
the sombre figure ot O'Parcy gazing fixedly 
npou him. 

It would take too much time to narrate all 

the attempts O'Guiuieii made to escape from 
his persecutor, and discard the forebodings 
which iiicessantly beset him. He travelled 
over nearly all England, flying from one place 
to aiiother, withqut being able to evade thxise 
fatal letters which reached him regularly on the 
first of eyery montli, in spite of all the care he 
took to conceal himself from etery eye. 

In this extremity, he resolved to expatriate 
himsdf and go over to Amsterdam, on a visit 
to a relative who many years previous ^ad es^ 
tabiished a commercial house lu that city. Ac<- 
cordiRgly^ he embarked on a ship bound for 
Rotterdam, and when the shores of England 
disappeared from view, it .seemed as though 
great weight had been removed from his heart. 
During the night, the sea roughened, and soou 
« violent storm having arisen, the vessel was in 
peril O'Gunnell hastened ou deck, ^d watch- 
ed the sailors lowering the main^ilt whenjhe 

lightning flashed vividly, and he saw among 
them O'Darey himself, who flung a letter seal- 
ed Willi black at his feet, and wd& instantly 
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shrouded io darkness^ It is impoadible . tp de- 
seribe the anguish whioh the tmhappy man ex* 
perieiiced at this sigbU Uc ieli that it was all 
over with him, henceforth not a hope remain- 
ed; his Ueact bioke with grief and despair* 
When Jie reached the residence of his relativei 
so much was he changed they could hardly 
recognize him. A livid pallor overspread bis 
couiUei^o^pe, a burning fey^ co/i^ii^ed him ; 
instead of the gay companiou, the joyous guest 
wliooi they^had once known, they found a man 
prentaliU'ely old, sad, nuvrose; seldom sj)cak- 
Itlg^ and^jo^er smiliMg* His relative, pained 
as much as astonished at this transformation^ 
;<4'te|r^ gne§jtioued O'Guancli ; , but he always 
evaded a reply, and many weeks passed before 
>ib^,4n94e the slightest disclosure* 

At length, one day, as tbey promenaded to- 
gether along tlie conai which traveisesXhe Ue% 
fi^n-Gratt, one of the principal (greets in AbIp 
sterdaiUi ilie merchant urged him more lObarne&t- 
ly than us nal to revea] the cause of his condi- 
,^^n. O^Gnuneli maintained silence^ ^'If it 
is remorse that tortures you," said his relative, 
''you had better ^cck the consoiatiaii ol relir 
gion.^* 
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<^A)as!^' said O'Giinuell) with bitterness, I 
cannot pray. Thal*cdn«(^tion is denied me. 
I have but a day longer to live on earth, and I 
cannot pray/ My persecutor follows me step 
by step : this evening, at five o'clocic, I shall 
be a corpse, and yeUi. 'mttaUt pray ! Behold 
him, even no vat!" he ^^^uddenly exclaimed, 
trembling in every limbf^d pointing with his 
finger at a tall young man who marehed slow- 
ly along the other side of the canal. 

They were obliged to carry U UunneU home 
to the honse df his - relative : he was iS6 tireak 
that he could sustam hHBself no longer. T^ia 
merehu>t, pei«aaded that his malady was p.^'^ 
ly imaginary, had a clock placed in irontt of the / 
bed, having previously pot the hands forward^- 
hall an hour. In proportion as the fatal mp* / 
ment drew near, the state of the disease grew 
worse ; but when the clock had struck five^ the 
unfortunate man became somewhat better, and 
they began to conceive hopes of his recovery. 
At this critical time, the sound of footsteps was 
heard in the adjoining apartment, the door was;;,, 
thrust rudely open, and a young man entered 
whom (hey readily recognized as an Irishman, 
by his dress. O'Ounneil raised himself |a 4 
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sitting posture^ threw a rapid glance tipoa the 

intruder, aiid fell back dead in his bed. 
Ji was ike brother of Patrick O^ Jktrcy. 



SL^BSTANCE 
' ' " • • * .1 

' TBOMAB ADDIS mSMETTB SXAMIST ATIOK, 

Before the Secret Committee of the Souse oj 
LordSi August 10, 1798* 

Coffiiiifl^e8. / Werfryoujui United icishn^ 

Emmett. My lords, I jlm one. 
Com. ' Were you a laember of the execu- 
tive ? ' 

Emm^tt. I was of the executive from the 
maiith of January to the month of May, 1797, 
and ailerwarda from December, 1797, tiil I was 
arrested. * 

[I was thea asked as to the nuiitary oi;gaai« 
zationi which I detailed. They then asked 
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when the reluras included fire anus and am^ 

'munition.] 

EmmeiL After the insunrection and indem*- 
nity acts bad been passed^ when tha people 
were led to tliiuk ou resistance, and after 4uU0 
persons had been driren from the county of 

.Armagh by the Orangemen*' - ^ 

Com. Was not the naiM of Orangeman 
used to terrily the. people into the United 
system ? 

Emmett. I do not know what groundless 
fears may have been {uropagated by ignorant 
people ; but I am sure no uui'air advantage was 
taken by the executive. The Orange princi^ 
pies Were fairly discussed, as far as tliey were 
known, and we always founds that wherever it 
was attempted to estabiibh a lodge, the United * 
Iri&h increased very much* . . 

Lord Dillon. Why, where was it endeavor- 
ed to introdiroe them, except va the north, and 
the city of Dublin ? • . - 

EmmeU. My lord, I can^t teU you all. the 
places iii wliich it was endeavored, but I wili 
name one, in the county of Roscommon, 
where I am told it made r^auy United Irish- 
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r ' lAfrd DUUm. Well, thai was biii veiylat^t- 

ly, and I endeavored to resist it.- ' -t-t^ ^ 

'y-^Chm. When W6fe the first coifiimtoic»»* 
tions with France ? 

' SmmeU. The first J lieard of were after 

the iuserrection and indemmty acts had been 
carried ; the finst I knew of was after th# 
French fleet bsid^left Bantry Bay^ and after it ' 
was manifest the effort for reform would 
succeed : and permit me to add^ on my oath, it 
<was my intentkm to propose fo> and from eon- 
versations 1 had with some of the e^cecutive 
directory, I am sore-it would have been carried 
there, that if there had been any reasonable 
hope^pf iieferm being adoptedy to send one more 
mesdenger to France, and he should have told 
^lh^4be diiiBrenc^ between the people and 
the government Was adjusted, and not to at« 
tempM^ascood' invasion. 
- [They then took me into detail through the 



le^ the negotiations and message^^-stated 



- ahns, by the first agent; that the instructipns 
second agent differed by requestiag Moife 
arms in cou^quence of the disarming of the 
Methyl whieb bad intervmed, and that the 
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Fiench bed piomued we diould he at jwfeet 

liberty to choose our own form of govemineut. 
It WM expitsaky stipulated with them that they 

should coiiduct themselves so.] 

Lmi ChanceUor. Am they did ia Holland ? 

EniinetL As Rochambeau did iu America, 

. mylefds. 

They then entered on the subject of the se^ 
Lord CJiancellor, How is it possible, Mr. 

£mmett, just liM>k^ oa the aaap, and tell me 

how you can suppose that Ireland could exist 
indepeodeiit of Engkzid or Vaws^'i 

Emmett My lords, if I had any doubt on 
that subject^ I should never have attempted to 
effect a separation, but I ha^e given it as much 
consideration as my iaculties would .permit) 
and I have not a shadow of doubt, that if Ire^ 
land was once indepeudeut, ^e might defy 
tile -combined eff6rts <^f France and Engiland. 

Arrhbishap^ CdsheL . My God! her trade 
wovdd be destroyed ! • . 

\. ^mtnett Pardon me, my lord, her trade 
wonld be infinitely incneased : 150 yeavs ago, 
when Ijreimid contained not more tiian one mUi- 
ion and an half of mdn, and AmeHca was no* 
t ingi the f4jiimxx<^}i might he said to be n^- 
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cessary U> Ireland; but now that she eontaias 

five mUlions, that America is the best market 
in the worid, and Ireland the best situated 
country in Eurt^pe to trade with that market, 
she has outgrown the conne^on« 

^ Lord Chancellor. Yes, I remember talk- 
' ing to a gentleman of your acquaintance, and 
I believe one of your body and way of think- 
ing, who tdid me that I^ebod had nothing to 
eomplain of from England ; but that she was 
strong enough to set up for herselt 

Eni tiictt, I beg, my lords, that may not be 
consider^ as my opinion: I think IreliiM^id 
has a greulmany things to complain of agam&t 
England: I am sure she is strong enough to « 
set up for herself ; and give me leave to tell you, 
, my lords, that if.the,governmeut of this coun* 
try be not regulated so as that the control may 
be wholly Irish,, and that the commerciai ar* 
rangements between th^ two countries, be 
not put on the footing of periect equality, the 
connexion cannot last* 

. , Lord CUcuricelloii* What would you do for 
eoals? 

Emmelt. In every revolution, and in every 
war, the people must subniit to some priva- 
tions ; but I must observe to your lordshisp, 
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■ that there is a reciprocity between tfie buyer 
aud seller^ and that England would suifer as 
innchas Ireland, if we did not buy her coals. 
However, 1 will grant our fuel would become 
dearer for a time; but by paying a higher 
price we could have a full sufficient abundance 
ftom our own coal mines, and from bogs, by 
means of our canals^ 

ArchMshop of Cmhel. Why, twelve frig- 
ates would stop up all our ports. ' 

EmmeU, My lord, you must have taken a 
very imperfect survey of the ports on the wes- 
tern coastiS of this kingdom, if you suppose 
that twelve frigates would block them up; 
aiHl I must observe to you. that if Iretand was 
for three months separated from Erigland, the 
latter would cease to be such a formidable na- 
val power. ' ' 

Lord Chancellor. Vie% I cannot conceive 
the separation could last twelve hours. 

Emmett I declare to God, I think that if 
Ireland were separated from Engli^ad, she 
would bo the happiest spot on the face of the 
globe. 

[At which they alt seemed astonished. J - 
Lord Chancellor. But how could you relv 
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<ni Fionce (hat sl»c v/cmld kot^p hot frntniso of 
J'hini*HL ?mv rd jiicc. mv h>vi\<. avms more 
I was coiiviiifN^f!, tii?it tljoivah i^ae cnnlfl in^t casi- 

J3'>:>"1 lt|) tllC :.;..;UUud l»Ci:"f'!;, VcJj \V(i( ;i il \\\is 

ojjre r:ii£;e(J, a vny pcw^iful aimy vroniti Hock 

to 1' which. Oi\::: :i/;i:d iiiK^'S" rw;: .Jiicers, 
\roultI hnvo no roa^Oti lodi'cad 100 000 Ficiuh- 

of that nmnhcr.. 

l.'ii d j\il:( :hdi ii, Vuu sccui aver<^f^ to ia- 
^unoction ; t sn -pposo it was becftusc yon 

KiiimdL laKjjicslinuahly : for if I iinagm* 

iv] aii iiibiiiTcc t 'Oil c««uM havcsNccc; d ;! witli- 
.oiil a groat Ava^tn of biood ainl time, i should 
liuvo j:i\'(V'i-Led it to i = .v:i:^iOiij it \vr:;M nut 
have exposod us to tho chance of cotjlnliiUions 
Lcii"^ r^vi'iirv^d i \' a f-;- Kip'u : 1 iit I did 
iKJt thiiiivso, and as I was certain ai» ihvasicn 
Avoiild swr^co^'d spo^^jih'. ;i?id Avitlfori iinich 
. striiir^lc, I prcu ;:cd j: o\ at the hazard of 
that incouvotuoncC; v;hichwe took every pains 
to prevent. 

Lord Dilhn. Mr. Emmet t. yon have stat- 
lid the view^ of the execnlive to bg verjf Uber- 
U 

t r 
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al and very enlightened, and I believe yotM 

were so- bat let aie ask you, whether it was 
not intended to cut oS (in the beginning of the 
contest) the leaders of the opposition party by 
a summary mode, such as assassination : my 
reason fur asking you is, John Shcare's procla- 
mation, the most terrible paper that ever ap- 
peared in any country: it says, that '-'uiaiiy of 
your tyrants have bled| and others must 
bleed,'' &c. 

EmmetL My lords, as to Mr. Sheare's pro* 
clainatioa, he was not ul the executive wheu 
I was. 

Lord Chancellor, He was of the new exe- 
cutive. 

EiUincU. I do not know lie was of any exe- 
cutive« except from what your lordship says-** 
but I believe he was joined with some others 
m frarumg a particular plan of insurrection for 
Dublin and Its neighborhood — neither do I 
know what value he annexed to those words 
in his proclamation — ^but I can answer, that 
while I was of the exeeutive, there was no 
such design, but the contrary-^for we conceiv- 
ed when one of you lost your lives, we lost an 
hostage. - Our intention was to seize you all, 
and keep you as iiostages for tha couduct of 
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England ; and after the revolution was over, 

if you could not live under the new goveriy- 
ment, to send you out' of the country. I will 
add oiiu thing more, which^ though it is not an 
answer to your question, you may have a curi* 
osity to hear. In such a struggle, it was na- 
tural to expect confiscations; our intention 
was, that every wife who had not instigated 
her husband to resistancci should be provided 
for out of the property, notwithstanding con- 
fiscations ; and every child who was too young 
to be his own master, or form his own opinion, 
was to have a child's portion. .Your lordships 
will now judge how far we intended to be 
cruel. ' 

■ 

Lord Chancellor. Pray, Mr. Emmett, what 
caused the late insurrection? 

'Emmett The free quarters^ the house* 
buramgs, the tortures, and the military execu- 
tions, the counties of Kildare, Carlow, and 
Wicklow, 

Lord Chancellor. Don't you think the ar- 
rests of the 12th of March caused it ? 

Emmeit No y but I believe if it had not 

been for these arrests, it would not have -taken 
place ; for the people, irritated by what they 
iuffered| had been lung pressing the execu timbre 
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to codftent to ati insiirreetioii, but they had 

sistpcl or rinded it. and even detrrinined to 
persevere m the samu liue. . AUer these arrests, 
however, otfier }htsom« caiue for^rard, who 
were irnlatcdy and thought dilicrtuitlyi who 
consented to let tha^ partial insurrection take 
place. 

Lord Chancellor. Were all the executiiro 
arrested or put to iiight by the arret^ts of the 
12th of March? 

UmmctL Yom lordijhii^s will excuse my 
Answering to that question^ as it would poiut 
out individuals. 

Lord Chancekor. Did you not' think tho 
goverunieut very IViulibu lo let you proceed so 
long as they did ? 

• Ummett. iSo^iD vloidj whatever Ijinputed 
to government) I did not accuse them of folly* 
1 knew we were vt ry atleiitively watched, but 
1 thought they were right in letting us pro* 
ceed. 1 have oiteii j^aid, hiughhig among our- 
selves^ that if they did right, they would pay 
us for conducing the revoiUuon, conceiving, 
as I then did, wd n^w do, that a revolution is 
iuevitable, unless speedily prevented by very 
large measures of conciliation* IV seemed to 
mean object with them; that it should be ecu* 
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ducted by moderate men, oi\rood moral chaiac- 
ters, liberal education, aud some taieuts, rather 
than l)y iiilemperate men of bad characters, ig- 
noranti and foolish; and into the hands of one 
or otiier of iliosc classes it iiuaoabtedly w ill fall. 
I also anagined the members of government 
ini^ht be sensible of the dirteieuce between 
the change of their situation being effected by 
a sudden and viobnt convulsion, or by tho 
more gradual measures of a well conducted re- 
volution. If it were etfecled suddenly l>y an 
insurrection — and 1 need not tell your lord- 
ships, that had there l:wjen a general plan of 
actings and the north had co-operated with 
Leirietef the last insurrection jwowli have in- 
faliibly and rapidly succceUed ; in such case, 
you would be tumbled at once from your pin- 
luiclc; but li a revolution were gradually ac- 
complished, yon would have time to accom- 
modate, and iiabUuate yourselves to your new 
situation/ For fliese reasons. I imagined f»ov- 
crimient did not wish to irritate and push 
things forward. 

Lord Chancellor. Pray, do you thuik Cutli- 
olic eniancipation and parliamentary reform 
any objects witli the common people/ 

JSmmett. As to Catholic emancipation^ I 
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don't think it matters a feather, or that the poor 

tliiiik of it. As to parliainentaiy refoxin, I 
don't think the common people ever thought of 
it, until it was inculcated to them tliat a reform 
would cause a removal of those grievances 
which they actually do leel. From that time, 
1 belie ve, they have become very much attach* 
ed to the measure. 

Lord Clmmellor. And do you Uiink that 
idea has been successfully inculcated into the 
common people ? 

EmmetL It has not been my fortune to 
communicate much with them on that subject| 
so that I cannot undertake to say how far it has 
been successfully inculcated into them ; but of 
this lam certain, that since the establishment 
of the United Irish system, it has been iucul* 
cated into all the middling classes, and much 
more among the cuuimou people, than ever it 
was before. 

Lord Chancellor. And what grievances 
would such a refoi'med legislature remove ? 

EmmetL In the first place, it would cause 
a complete abolition of tithes ; jn the next, by 
giving the pommon people an increased value 
in the democracy, it would better their situa- 
tion, and make them more respected l?y their 
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superiors ; the condition of the poor would be 

ameliuiLitcd j aiid what is perliaj^s uf more con- 
sequence than all the rest, a system of national 
cdiicuUon would be established. 

Lord Dillfin. The abolition of tithes 
would he a very good thiiig; but don't you 
think it would be more beneficial to the land- 
lords than the tenants? 

Aiclibishop of CasheL Aye, it is they 
would benjefit by it. 

JEJmmeU. My lords, I am ready to grant, 
that if tithes were now abolished, without a 
reform, there are landlords who would raise 
the rent on their tenants, when they were 
making new leases, the lull value of the tithes, 
and, if they could, mdre; but if a reform suc- 
ceeded the abolition of tithes, such a relbrmed ' 
legislature would veiy badly know, or very 
badly perform its duty, if it did not establish 
such a system of landed tenures as would pre- 
vent landlords from doing so; and let me tell your 
lordshi^js, that if a revohition ever- takes place, 
a very different system of political economy 
will be established, from what has hitherto pre- 
vailed here. 

Lord Olentioorth. Then your* intention 
was to destroy the church ? 
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J*] mm f ft, Vn»(!oii fiio, my lord, my iiiton- 
tioii iirvt r was to d<*i.lri>y ilio ciuirch. My 
wish (}ci iiK'dly wri? lo. ovcriuni the establish- 

/ on/ Uifhtn, I niuleistaml you— ^-nud have 
it ius it 1^ ill .i'liiiicf : 

Kmfttf'it, As it is !n Aiii'M icri, myJords, 

honi i\ iltranlf^n, l^ay. Mi. lAiiVMiX^ do 
you K!jo\r of any coiiKimnicaUutis witii Franco 
siacc your aai':i : 

Emtttftt. I do, my lord, Mr. Cooke tolj 
liie ol oijo. 

X»o/v/ Kihrardf'tK Bat don't you h> any other 
way, kiinu wlK'tliL'i » -aiiiaunicalions arc ^iili 
goiiiL^: on bctweon this * i unUy and France? 

J:Jhh/I((/, So: hiU 1 u iiu doulit that 
even aM.or wo shall liave loft this conntr)', 
there Wiil ix iuaiii aim^iuj Uic ^i>i*,iUU) aiid nin 
wards whirh ronjpofec iho Tnivin, many per- 
bous ui Miiiicit'ut Uiluni.Sv puieii^iiM', t'Ulhu-* 
siasm, and < >j)jM»rtnniiy, who will (tontimie the 
old, or oj»cu a now coiiimnnicalioii wiiii 
Franco, if it shall ha n<M rosary : and in look-* 
ingovi'i'j iu iuy rwn ninaL ilic perstJii^ whom 
f know of most taluntsand ontorpriso, Icaiuiot 
help suiiiiojsuiig i j myisioir tiic ]>ei5>ons 1 think 
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most likely to do so ; but I must be excused 
pointing at thenu 

THOMAS ADDIS EMMETT. 



THE EXAMIKATIO^ 

OF 

THOMAS ADDIS EMMETT, 

Bejore the secret Comniittcp of the House of 
Commons^ August 14,. 1798* 

Lord Oastlereagh mentioned* that the mi- 
nutes of my examination before the lords had 
been -transmitted to them; and that they only 
wanted to ask me a few questions in e;^ plana- 
tion of those minutes. The general turn of the 
examiuatiou was therefoic the same as that 
before the upper house ; but i could observe 
much more manifestly this time than before, a 
design, out of my answers, to draw the conclu- 
sion that nothing would content the people 
but such changes as would be a departure from 
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what they choose to call the English const itUr 
tioH) aad the Eugli&h system; aadthereloce I 
prei^ume they meant to hifer, that the popular 
claims must be- re;:iisted at all hazards. The 
Speaker seemed to me to take the lead in con-* 
ductiug the luvestigatiou to this p^iat, 

Lord Cfzstlereagh, Mr. Emmett^ you said 
in your examuiaiiou before the lords, that the 
French had not jrnade known the place where 
they iiiteiuk d landing ; how then will you ex- 
plain an address which we have here, stating 
that tiie French were shortly expected in 
Bantry Baj ? 

Enmiett, My lords, I know nothing at pre- 
sent of that address ; but I suppose on farther 
enquiry it will be found to be some iriistuke, 
as I am positive tliey never mentioned Bantry 
Bay in any communication ,* I know, on the. 
contrary, Gal way Bay was looked on as the 
jurobable place of their laudrng. 

N, B* 1 jindj upon inquiry ^ that address is 
wiUiout a date J and teas writteii tiflcr the 
French had disappeared from Bantry Bay^ 
and were generally expected lo return, 

Mr, Alexander. I have here some resolu-* 
tions, { which he read, ami ivhichj antong other 
tkmgii spoke of the eximt of the confiscations 
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and hoiP they should be apjdiedy-'^ds) you 
kao w any thing of them ? 

EmmM. i have a •recollection of having 
read tlicm belbie ; tind ifihut lecoi lection be 
right, they are resolutions that have been pass* 
ed by an individual society at Belfast, aiid 
were seized at the arrests of Barrett, Bum 
side, and others. 

Mr, Alea:ander. They are the same, 

EmmetL Then I Iiojkj the committee will 
draw no niference from them as to the views 
of the executive or of the whole body. Yon 
know the north well, aad that every man. there 
turns his mind more or less on speculative poli- 
tics ; but certainly the opinion of a lew of tb<=' 
least informed among them cannot be consid- 
ered as iuiiueuciug the wiioie. 

Mr. J, C. Beresford. Aye, but would you 
be able to nvdko such people give up their owu 
opinion, to follow yours? 

EmmetL 1 am convinced we should; be- 
cause I know we have done it before, on points 
wlitere their opinions and wishes were very 
strong* 

Mr. Alexander. How did you iiope to 
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hold the people if) order aiid good conduct 
when the reins of i^overnment were loosened ? 

HmmeiL By other cqu^^lly powerful reins. 
It was for this purpose 4hat I considered the prc- 
mutiag of orgauizaUou to be amoral duty. Hav- 
ing no doubt that a revoUuion would, and will 
take placn,,ujiless prevented by removing the 
national giievaiices, I saw in the organization 
tlie oiily way of prcveiituig its being such as 
"would . give the nation lastiiii^ causes of grief 
and Uianie. Yv'h^ther tiicre be organization 
or noty tho revohuion will take place ; but if 
the jXH>i/le be c]as.s(^d iwA arranged for tlie pur- 
pose, the control which heads of their own ap- 
pointnieiit will have over them, by means of 
the ditferent degrees of representation, and or- 
gans of cumiuunicLa ion, will, 1 hope, prevent 
them from committing those acts of outrage 
and cruelty whicii may be expected .from a 
justly irritated, but ignorant and uncontrolled 
populace. 

Mr. Alexander. But do you think there 

were in the Union such organs of communica- 
tion as had an iniluence over the lower orders, 
and v/ere at the tanic Ume fit to coiniuiuiicale 
and do business ^Jijlh persons of a better con* 
ditiou ? 
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Emmett. I am sure there were multitudes 

oi extremely shrewd and sensible men, whose 
. habits of living Were with the lower orders, 
but who were perfectly well qualified for doing 
biistness with persons^ of any conditi<>n. 

Speaker. , Yuii say the number of United 
Irishmen is five hundred thousand-^do you 
lock upoii them all as fighting merr? 

JSimneU. There are undoubtedly- some old 
men aiiJ some young laJs among ihem; but I 
am sure I speak within bounds when I say the 
number of fighing men in the Union cannot be 
less than three hundred thousand. 

ISpeahr, I understand, according to you, 
the views of the United Irish went to a repub- 
lic and separation from England; but they 
would probably have compounded for ai'eform 
in parliament. Am I net right, however, in 
understanding that the object next their hearts 
was a separation and a republic ? 

JjliumM. Pardon mc, the object next their 
- hearts WQs a redress of their grievances; two 
modes of acecmplishing that object presented 
themselves to their view; one was a reform by 
peaceable meanS| . the other was a revolution 
and republic. I have no diybt but that if they 
could have flattered themselves that the object 
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next tktir hearts would be accoDiplishetl peaco- 
ably, uy a reib:-^^, they; wo;.!d ]>rcler it iuiiii- 
Itely to a revoiutipn and republic^ which must 
be Uioie uluudy hi iheir opera! iuu • but I am 
also convinced; when they saw lliey could not 
accom])li.s!i ilie object ne.^t lliuu' lioartSj a re- 
dress of their grievauces, by a reform, tliey de- 
tcmnaed in despair to procure it by a revolu- 
tion, wliieii I am persuaded is inevitable, un- 
les.s a roforni bo granted. 
. Speaker. You say that a tevolution is in- 
cvilable, unless a reform be granted: what 
would be the cousequence of such a lelbrni in 
redressiiig what you call the grievances of the 
people ? 

Emmett 111 the first place, I look to the 
abolition of tithes. I think such a reformed 
legislature would also produce aii amelioration 
of the state of tiie poor, and a dimunition of the 
rents of lands, would establish a system of na- 
tional education, would regulate tiie commer- 
cial mtercourse between Great Britian and Ire* 
land, on the foot uig of perfect equality, and 
correct the bloody nature of your criminal 
co^e. 

Speaker. You speak of the abolition of 
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tilhes ; do you include in thai the destruction 

of tlic establisiiinexit ? 

EmmeiL - J have myself no d^ubt of the es* 
tablisiirnciit's beia-j i.ijurious, and 1 look to 
ils desUuetion; but I cannot undertake to say 
how far tlie whole of that measure is content- 
plated by the body of- the people, .because I 
have freqiiently heard an acreable tax proposed 
as a subs,titute, which necessaiUy supposes the 
preservation of the establishment. 

Speaket\ Don't you think the CathoUcs 
peculiarly object to tithes? 

EmmtlL They cciliuiiiv have tiie best 
reason to complain, but 1 rather think they ob- 
ject as teiiauts more than as Catholics, aiid in 
common with the rest of the tenantry of the 
kingdom; and if any other way of j^ayiag 
even aprotcstant cstabhshment, which did not 
* bear so sensibiy ou their indubtry, were to take 
place, I believe it would go a great way to 
content them ; though I confess it would not 
content me ; but I must add, that I would (I 
am sine so would many others who think of 
•establishments like me) consent to give the 
present incumbents ecj[uiv^alent pensions. 

Lord CasUereagh. Don't you think the 
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Catholics look tonecomplishing the destruction 

of tlie establishment? 

Emmett, Erom the declaration they made 

ni 1792, or 1793, I am sure tiiey did uot then j 
I cannot say how far their opinions may have 
altered since, but from many among th^m pro- 
posing a Substitute for tithes, I am led to be- 
lieve ihey may not yet be gone so far. 
^ Lord Casilereagh. But don't you think 
they will look to its destruction? 

EmmeiL I cannot pay so bad a compli-* 
ment to the reasons which have ccuviiiced 
myself, as not to suppose they will convince 
others. As the human mind grows philoso- 
phie^ it will, I think, wish for the destructiou 
of all religious establishments, and therefore, 
in proportion as the catholic mind becomes 
philosophic, it will of course entertain the same 
wishes — ^but I consider that as the lesult of its 
philosophy, and not of its religion. - 

Lord Castlereagh, Don't you think tiie 
catholics would wish to set-up a catholic esta- 
blishment, in lieu of the protestant one ? - 

ElUinctt, Indeed I don't, even at the pre- 
sent day ; perhaps some old priests, who have 
long groaned under the penal laws, might wish 
for a retribution to themselves — but I don't 
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tliiuk lljc yoiih^i ].'. iests v/isli fur It, and I ana 
convinced iiie Uiiy would Hot submit to it, 
and that the ohjrclionij to U will be every day 
gaining strength. 

t^pcaktr. You albo nieii.ioa that a refonu 
would dinriinish the rents of lands; how do 
you think that vroulci he done ? 

Islmmetti I am convinced rack rents caa 

only take place hi a country oiiierwi^c cssen- 
tialty oppressed ; if the ralue of the people 
Avas raised iu the slate, tlieir iinporlaiice would 
iudiience the landlords to consult their inlsr- 
ests, and therefore to letter iheu' coijditioih 
Thus 1 think it would take place, even witk^ 
out any law bearing npouthe matter. 

Mr. Alej;a)jdm\ Mr, Ennuett, you havo 
«?one cireuit for many years : now have vou not 
observed that the condition of the people has 
beetr gradually bettering r 

EmmelL Adninling that the face ojfthe 
country lias assumed a better appearance; if 
you attribute it, to the operation of any laws 
you have passed, I must only declare my opin- 
ion, it is ptist kr^ sc.L uon, cu hoc. As far as 
the situation of the lower orders has been bet- 
tered in Ireland, it rcbuits frohi tiie Uicieji.sed 
knowledge, commerce, and iute^course of th^ 
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diUcreut slates of Europe with one another, 
and is enjoyed in this country only in common 
witli the rest of civilized Europe and America. 
I believe the lower orders in all those countries 
have bcou improved iu their condition within 
these twenty years, but I doubt whether the 
poor ol this kingdom have been bettered in a 
greater proportion than the poor in the despotic 
states of Germany, 

Speaker. You mentionran improved sys- 
tem of national educalion ; are there not as 
many schools in Ireland as in England ? 

Emmctt, 1 bciievo ttiere are, and that tiiere 
is in proportion as great a fund in Ireland as in 
England, «f it were fairly applied; but there is 
this great d fierence, the sckools are protestant 
sciiools, which answer very well in England, 
but do little good among the catholic peasant- 
ry in Ireland — Another thing to be considered 
is, that stronger measures are necessary for 
cducMting the Irisli people than are necessary 
in England : in the latter country, no steps 
were taken to cnuiiteract tlie progress of 
knowledge ; it had fair play, and was gradu- 
ally advancing; but in liclaiid you have bru- 
talized the vulgar mind, by long continued 
x)j>cratioa of the popery laws, wiiicli, though 
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they are repealed, have left aii effect that will 
not cease these fifty years. It is incambent 
then oil you to counteract that eiiect by mea- 
sures which are not equally necessary in En- 
gland. 

Speaker. Yon mentioned the criminal code ; 

ill what do^.s that diiier from the English ? 

Efnmett. It seems to me, that it would be 
;iioi'e advisable, in reviewing our criminal 
law, CO compare the crime with the punish- 
ment, than the Irish code with the English ; 
there is, however, one difference that occurs 
to me on the iiistant — admiiibtering uulawlul 
oaths is in Ireland punished with death. 

Lord Casilereagh. That is a law connect- 
ed with the security of the Ftate. 

Emmctt, If it i * intended to keep up the 
ferment of the public mind, such laws may be 
iieces.^ary ; but if it be intended to ulluy the 
ferrncnt, they are 4)erfectly useless. 

Speaker. Would putting the commercial 
intercourse on thcr footing of equality, -satisfy 
the people ? 

Emmett. I think that equality H situations 
would go nearer satisfying the people than any 
of the other equalities that have been alluded to. 

Speakcfi Then your opinion is that wo 
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cannot avoid ate volution, unless we abandon 
the EtigUsIi coiistitution^ aud the Kugiish sys« 
torn ui our establishment, educafion, andcrim* 

iiial laws ? 

* 

Etmneit, I have already touched on the 

latter subjects ; as tu the Kiigli:<h constitution, 
I cannot conceive h«TV a reform in parliament 
cau be suid to destroy that. 

Speaker. Why, iu what docs the repre- 
fidilaiiQU dilfer in Ireland ironi that iu Eng- 
land ; are there not in England close boroughSi 
and is not the riglit of suiirage tliere coiiiined 
to 40s. freeholders ? 

EmmelL it i \v:ere an Englishman, I 
should be discontented, and therefore caimot 
suppose that putting Ireland ou a footing with 
England would content the jx^ople of this 
country ; if, howev^er, you have a mind to try 
a partial experhnent, for the success of which I 
would nut answer, you n u^t consider how 
many are the close boronglis aud targe towns 
wliich cuiitiiliute to Llie appointment of their 
05oB, and diminish iu the same proportion the 
liuujber of the close boroughs and townj> which 
contribute to the appointment of our 300; 
even that would be a gain to IrelaJid; but that 
there should be no mistakei or confusion «f 
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terms, let us divp lae ecjuivoc: ! words oi,E7f- 
glish Qonstiiiiliofi^ and then I answer, I would 
not be undcrsiuL J to sa^ , that the sovenimeul, 
of king, lords and commons^ would be.destroy- 
ed by a reform of the loAver honsp. 

Lord Castlereagh. And douH yon think 
tliat such a house could not co-^xist with the 
government of king and lords r 

Eniineti. If it w ould xipt, aiy lord, the eu- 
logies that have been passed on the British 
coustitutiou are very luuch mib;placed ; but I 
* think they could all exist together, li the king 
and lords meant lairl/^hy the j eople; if they 
should persist in designs hostile to tiie people^ 
1 do beh'eve they would be overthrow ii. 

[It was, then intin^ated, that they had got 
into a theoretical discussion, and that what ihey 
wished to enquire into was facts.] 

Sir F. PanieL In^r. EmriUiU, wliilc you 
and the executive were philosophising) Lord 
Kdward Fitz;i,ciulu wub amiiug aud Uisciplm* 
iog the people. 

EmmetL Lord Edward was a military 
mau; and if be was doing so, lie probably 
thought that M'^as the way in which he coidd 
be most useful to the country \ but 1 am sure, 
that if those with whom he acted iMxe con* 
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riaced that the grievances of the people were 

redressed, and that force was become iiuiie- 
cessar/, he would have been persuaded to drop 
all arming and disciplining, 

Mr* J. C Beresford. I knew Lord Ed- 
ward well, and always found iiuu very obsti- 
nate. 

Llnimeit, I knew Lord EJward right well, 
and have done a great deal of business with 
him, and have always found, when he had a 
reliance on the integrity and talents of the per- 
son he acted with, lie was one of the most per- 
suadable men alive — but if he thought a man 
meant dishonestly or unfairly by him, he was 
as obstinate as a mule. 

[Many questions were then put to* me rela- 
tive to dill'erent papers and proceedings of the 
United Irish ; among the rest, John Sheares's 
proclamation was mentioned with considecable 
severity. I took that opportunity of declaring, 
that neither the execution of John Sheares, or 
the obloquy that was endeavored to be cast 
on his memory, should prevent my deciariug 
that t considered John Sbeares a very honora« 
ble and humane man. J 

Mr. French. Mr. Emmett^ can you point 
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out any way of ioducing the people to give 

up their arms? 

- Emmeth Redressiug their grievances, and 

no other. 

Lord Castlefeagh. Mr. Emmett, we are 
nnwillmgly obliged to close this cxaniiuLtlioii 
' by the skting of the house* 

Emmett, My lord, if it be the wish of the 
eommittee, I will attend it any other time. 

Lord Castlereagh, If we want you, then 
we sliall send for you. 

After the regular examination was closed, I 
was asked by many ol the members whether 
there were many persons of property in the 
Union. I answered that there was immense 
property in it. They acknowledged there was 
great personal property ia it, but wished to 
know was there much landed property ; I an- 
swered there was. They asked me was it fee 
simple ; to that I could give no answer. The 
attorney-general said there was in it many land- 
holders who had large tracts of land, and felt . 
their landlords to be great grievances. I ad- 
mitted that to be the fact. They asked me 
had we proivded any form of government. I 
told them we hfid a provisional governmen for 
the instant, which we retained in memory ; 



Digitized by Google 



260 ArrH>'DiX 

but r > to :^'^y ponDiUimt iV-m ^(^vorDnu iit, 
w^e I'lOii'ilil [h.n. hkI u\ .Ay ollun- HKittots ro- 
liilinu lo :!)e c!!ii!i'>cs wf.ich Avoiikl become 
lioftcssiirv. Nvt ic iioi propc^r objocus Tor our clis- 
riissi«>n. but MM»n'd be ic *'ncd tp a v uillcc 
cbo.< bv l')e prOj)io. 

'y\]Qy diii not a^ik wbat ibe provis^nal gov-. 

.> . .. 



Ih^ iUrSU rATKiOTS OK ''49; . ^ V ' 

ir 

As n^atb^r 7i"t intimately, ilioiigh remotely- 
coiniectcd witli lliis worl:, we apixnid lieie^a* 
brief s?ket-b of tbo Irish patrots of a late day; 
amoni,^ tbe most prorniueut of whom was John 
MiTcuKLL. Ifo was tried and coiidenincd for 
ttie fearless expression of bis opinions in rela- 
tion to the duty of Irislnncn. "We are indebted 
for the folbwiiii? account of the trial to *:Tiic 
Felon's 'T'rackj-' by Micuikl Dohent, .one of 
tiic patriots: 

.•-Mitcht'l's cirrest, under the treasoa fcloiiy act 
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Was not unexpected. Riit as soon as it was cs- 
bfertained that he was lodsred in Newtrate, his 
fate engaged the entire care of his co-confeder- 
ates. Tii9 question at once arose wliether, 
if a rescpe were attempted, there were resour- 
es to cn^'iire even a decent stand. It was as- 
certainc|l that the supply of arms and ammuni- 
tion was scanty and imperfect, and the supply 
of food still scantier. The people had been de- 
cfmated by three years of famine : and no want 
could be more appalling than the want of food.- 
On inquiry, it was found tliat there was not 
provision for three days in the capital, which 
' depended on daily arrivals for its daily bread. 
XarQHgTioutJhe coutitry, the supply was even 
more precarious. The Government had in 
their own hands the uncontrolled power of pre- 
senting the arrival of a single grain of corn; 
and, if so minded, could starve the island in a 
fortnight, supposing tlie people were even able 
to possess themselves of all the cattle in the 
country. . 

These were some of the considerations which 
influenced the decision of Mr. Mitchel's com- 
rades. Whether the opinion were or were not 
a correct one, they acted on the conviction that 
under all the circumstances, any attempt to res- 

12 
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cue him would erentuate in a street row, wliich. 

would eutail nut only defeat, but disgrace. If 
they could hut persuade themselves tliat a blow 
might be struck, even though dcieat and death 
followed; they most certainly would have at** 
tempted it. It was generally uuderstood|. on 
the day before the trial, that the. idea of a res- 
cue was abandoned i and the. trial commenced, 
amidst gloomy presentiments and blighted 
hopes. After hours of quibbling and legil. 
fencing, a jury was selected, by the crown, to 
convict. From the moment they went through 
the blasphemous process of swearing to give a 
true verdict, John Mitchcrs fate was scaled. 

I pass over the details, and. come to the last 
act in the infamous drama, caiied his triaU 

The following account of the closing scene 
is not iijiue. Feeling inadequate to cl^scribe a 
scene of which even a distinct recollection is 
exciting, I asked a friend who felt Ihc deepest 
interest in the trial, to describe it , With what 
he has written I entirely agree, save one sen- 
tence. He says that it was owing to the action 
of the council of the Confederation JoJin Mitch- 
ePs personal friends were allowed to be assault- 
ed, with impimity, by the police. I do not 
think no. Witii ie;^pect {Im decision of the 
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council, I feel bound to assume my share of its 
^spotisibility, although I yielded to it tirith the^ 
utmost reluctance and regrel;* 

On the morning of Saturday, the STth May, 
1849| the court was crowded to a greater excesfi 
than usual, even in those days. About the 
empty dock were the personal friends of Mr. 
Hitchel, those who agreed with him, and those 
who did not. A little retired on either side 
jBBt John Martin and John Kenyorh— in front 
Were William H. Mitchel, brother of the pri- 
soner, and his only relative in court, T. Devin 
Reilly, Thomas F. Meagher, John Dillon, 
Mitchel Doheny, Richard O'Gormain, Martin 
O Flaherty (Mr. MitchePs attorney), Charles 
O'Hara, and others whom wa have fbi^otteiu 

A little in advaiice, on the left of the dock, 
were the stalls reserved during the sham trials 
for the counsel for the defence. As yet they 
were only occupied by the junior advocates. 
Sir Coleman O'Loghlen and John O'Hagan. 
The benches at the light of the dock, and 
nearer to the bench, reserved for the Attorney- 
Generai and his retainers, were vacant. The 
SheiiiT and his white stick occupied tlicir box, 
and the galleries to the right and left wer^ 
crowded with jurys^cn — those who *'had done 
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their business," and those who were eager fot 

employment to do u^jre. The beugh of the 

judges held two empty chairs. And police of^ 

ficera aod other merceaanes^ doited tiuckly 

o^er the courts ^< concluded $uid set off, the w 

raijgements." 
Ad oid man^ low of itaturO) and etoopedi 

passed through a side door, and walked slowly 

and decrepidly into the benches of the prison* 

er's pounsiel. Whisptjrs, and theu a^ipiause 

from the galleries^ .were heard and passed by 

him unheeded. Quietly and luiosteutatioiisly 
he moved to his seat — ^tbe junior advocatesi 
and all the confederates m the body of the 
court, rising and bowing to him in silence. It 
was the solitary Republican of the United Irish 
day, Robert Holmes, coming to discharge his 
last duty to the great Republican of a . younger 
century. 

The applause of the galleries was liuslicJ by 
the crier's voice — Silence! take off your 
hats;" and on the right stalked in the gaunt 
figure of James Henry Monaghau. Triumph, 
animosity, and fear marked his night-bird face. 
Even yet it was hoped the great, opponent of 
his " government,** whom by rascality alone 
lie could convict, would strike his colors, and 
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sue for mercy. Even yet it was feared that a 
rescue woald be attempted. How possibfe the 
Ibmier was, the reader may judee. The lat- 
ter wad rendered impossible by the council of 
the Confederation, and the few who cherished 
the design in the council's despite, had attempt* 
ed an tmeute the night previous, and were 
beaten and placed hers de combat* As Monag** 
han and iiis retainers entered, the red face of 
Lefroy ooxed through the bench curtain^ and 
followed by the pale Moor, V coprt was 
seated.'^ . - 

As yet the dock was empty*, save tliat tlie 
jailer of Newgate and his deputy occupied each 
acoiiier. There was deadsileuce. 

Jailer, put forward John Mitchel," said the 
official, whose duty is to make such orders, 

A grating of boU^ — a rustling of chains, were 
heard behind. The lew dooi-way at the back 
of the dock opened, and between turnkeys 
Mitchel entered. 

Ascending the istepj^ to the front of the dock, 
and liftittg, as he advanced, the glazed dark cap 
be wore during his hliprisonnient, as gracefully 
as if lie entered a drawing-room, he took his 
stand ill « &rn^ but easy attitucto. His appeap* 
aucc was equally removed from bravado and 
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fear. His featufes^ usually placid and pale, 
had a rigid cieariiess^bout Ihem that day, we 
can neirer forget. They seemed^ from tbek 
tiaHspaxency and firmness, like some woudious 
imagination of the artist's chisel^ in which the 
marb]^^ fancying itself human, bad hegun to 
breathe. The eye was calm and bright — the 
mouthj the feature round which danger loves 
to play, though easy, motionless^ and with lips 
apart^ had about 4t an .air of immobility and 
quiet scorn, which was not the effect of muscu-* 
lar action, but of nature in repose. And in hjs 
whole appearance, features, attitude and look, 
there was a conscious pride and superiority 
over his opponents, which, though unpresum- 
ing and urbane, seemed to speak louder thail 
words — I am the victor here to-day.*^ 

He saluted quietly those friends about the 
dock he had not that day seen, conversing 
with one or two, and bowing to those.at a dis- 
tance. He then directed his eyes to the court. 

. After some preliminary foons, Baroa Lefroy 
commenced operations, by stating that be had 
called on the case the first that morning^ in oi^ 
der to give time for any applicatiou to be made 
in court J^y, or on behalf . of, the prisoner of the 
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Again there was a silence of some minutes. 
The judges looked at each otheir mquiringty. 
The crowu prosecutor watciied the pnsouer's 
counsel. Upon the prisoner himself all other 
eyetj were fixed. 

There was no rc j I y. - 

"Business proceeded." The Clerk of the 
Crown" rising t> ask the usual question — "If 
Mr. Aiuchel had anything to say why juclgmeut 
should not be pas^d upon himi'^ 

"1 Aave," he answered aud after a moment- 
ary look at judges, jury-box,, and t^eriff, h6 
slowly coiitiaued. " I have to say that I have 
been tried by a packed jury — by the jury of a 
partisan sheriff — by a jury not empanelledi 
even according to the law of England. I have 
been found guilty by a packed jury obtained 
by it juggle — a jury not empanelled by a aheriif| 
but by a juggler." 

Here he Vas interrupted by the sheriff ris^ 
ing, and, in high iadignation, claiming the pro- 
tection of the court. 

That is the reason/^ continued Mitchel, 
"that is the reason* why I object to the sen- 
tence being passed on mo." ^ 

"That imputation," intemipted Lefroy, 
^upoix the conduct oi the sherifi^ I must pro- 
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iioimce to ]>ii most uawarmiited and uniouiid- 
ed.'^ And this discriminating juc%e continued 
to show that the imputation was so— conclud- 
ing with the assertion that the sheriff *vhad 
done his duty in the case." Then without 
pausing, he pi*oceedcd to the usual lecture, full 
oi lUe hypocnUcal cant with which British 
judges usually preface their awards, however 
inlauiou6. Ue alluded U) the pcisoaal condi- 
tion of Mr. Mitchcl, and expressed his regrets 
tliatti person of such merits should be iu such 
jcircumstances. Then having dilated on the 
enorj^i^ty of the oiieuee, he assured Mr. Mitchel 
that he had been found guilty of niany heinous 
charges ajjaiast tiu3 (ii^een and tlv^ Imperiai 
Crown, and among others, of feloniously intend- 
ing to levy war upon that geuilcwoman, and 

A 

that the evidence was furnished by the prison- 
er's self. *'tiow, ihrieforo/' he continued, 
"you think yourself justified in caMini,^ it the 
verdict of a pacLc d jury, aiid thus imputing 
perjury to twelve of your coimtiFymeu-i-deliker- 
ate and wilful perjury — ? 

"No,^' interru[,ted the prisoner, "I did net 
4 impute perjury to the j my." ^ . 

"I understood,'' said the speaker on the 
bencii, thai you liad stated, in ar^'estr.of judgr 
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Menty that you had beea four^ guilty by a 
packed jury.'' 

" I did,'^ was the reply. 

Robert Holmes rose, dui^ng tlie judge's 

spepch^ and said, My lords^ wit)^ tho greatest 
respect, what I said that though he, might . 
be statutably guilty, .he was uot, in my opiuion^ 
morally guilty. I repeat that opifiion now.^^ • 

This avowal, so boldly and limily made, by 
the veterau R^Lpublicfuii was answered by all 
the audience, not i^ensioned,^ with plaudits. 

Baron Lefroy would, sa]^ iio more on that 
jfpiut, only that ihe court could not acquiesce 
in a line of defence. which appeared to it very 
little short of, or amount iiig to, as objectiona- 
ble matter as that for which tlio prisoner had 
been found guilty." - - . \ • * 

replied th^ aged advocate, am an-, 
Bwercible for tliat uuder your act .01 Puiiici- 
ment,'^ 

Loud a]>plaube foilovved. "Are there no 

policemen in coi^rtE." shouted Baron Lefroy. 

The High Sherifl* *Miad given stncl orders," 
he said, <Uo have all removed who would in- 
terrupt." "Make prisoners of them," said the 
judge. "I wi^h you to understand," he cog- 
tiimed^ stilLexcited;.andaddressing.Mr. Mitchel| 
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who daring these episodes, stood umhoved, 

**that we have with the utmost anxiety, and 
with a view to come to a decision upon the 
measure of punishment which it would be our 
duty to impose, postponed the passing of sen- 
tence on you until this morning." Then, hav- 
ing stated the Various considerationis which in* 
ducud him to believe that the punishment 
should be lenient, and the equally various con* 
sideiaiions which induced him to believe the 
contrary, Lefroy concluded, as foHows: <<We 
had to consider all this — to look at iho^ magni- 
tude of the crime, and to look also at the con* 
sideration, that jf this were not the first case 
brought under the act, dor duty might have 
obliged us to carry out the penalty it awards to 
the utmost extent ; but, taking into constderd^ 
tion, that this is tlie first conviction uuder the 
net — ^though the offence has been as clearljT 

proved as any olicuce urider the act could be— 
the sentence of the court is, that you be trans- 
ported beyond the seas for the term of four- 
teen years.^* 

*'Thc listeners to the hyprocritical sentence 
which concluded Lefroy's speech, heard the 
sentence with astonishment and indignation. 
Mr. Mitcbel merely asked, apparently without 
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hXky astonishment, if he might now address 

some remarks to the court. Tlic leave asked 
was grmitedy and a silence still as death await^ 
ed the prisoner. 

The law,^' he said^ in his usual manly tone^ 
and unexeited m'annet , " the law has now done 
its part; and the (dueeaof England, her ciowa 
' and government in Ireland are now secure--^ 
^pursuant to act of Parliament.' I hw% done 
my part, aljo. Three months ago, I promised 
Lord Clarendon, and his government in this 
country, that I would provoke him into his 
* courts of justice,' as places of this kind are 
called, and that I would force him publicly and 
notoriously to pack a jury against me to con- 
vict mc; or etse that I would walk out a free 
man from this dock to meet him m another 
field. 

<«My lord, I knew I was setting my life on 
that cast ; but I warned him that^ in either case, 
the victory . would be with me ; and the vic- 
tory is with me. Neither the jury, nor the 
judges, nor any other man in this court, pre- 
sumes' to imagine that it is a criminal who 
stands in this dock,*^ 

He Was interrupted with the plaudits of the 
auditory ; and again contiuued : ^ 
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i U-i\'o Ivcja my wurd. I havQ sliowu whal 
t!u. I i vr L-? i.iiulf of ill Irtiand. I have shown 

i 1 lrr!.u}'l hy pnckod jupicc, by partisan judges, 

ii.^io Jio was interrupted l^y Lefroy, who 
said, ilic cs'iuv ct.iud ik^I sit there to hear him 
arr?iu!i tin) >i:*^5rs of the country, the sheriffs 
oi' ii4>iuitry, the acauiiiiistratioa of juslice, 
tUe tc»iurc by which thi crown of E igland 
holds thai c(.^"aut;y. The trial was oyer. Kvery | 
thi;) ; tiio ]>risoaer hiid to say previous to the 
juU,^niij*»<^ liij cwu. t wita ready to hear, auddid 
he.ir. Tiicy could not sUiTor him (Mr* Mitchel) 
tu bliijii ai Liii b.ii to rejAiut, very aearly, a re- 
pot itiaa ct' the cileace foi^ which he had been 

*'I vx'ill rv t sny>'* Mr. Mitchel continued, 

*^ai*yuw':i;^ lix^ ie. ui that kind. But i* say 
tnis 

L ^lV y again .iaten upteil hiU), to the clTect 
that, v. ii'iiu certain limits the prisoner might 

i hive artci:],-' lie then said, "I hav.e acted 

all tills l.:r i!]v:^s, iVoia the iiist, iUi(ier a 

slronii; j^nso duty, i do not regret anythii]:^ 
i iiu/c done, u^id L bdieve, thui the cour&e 



wliich I iiava opened is only commenced^ ' 
The Roman,'^ he continued in one ef those 
bursts Qf eloquencei with which lie used to 
electrify men, stretchiiig forth bis clenohed hand 
and aim, ^Hlie Rouian w;hosaw Ins Imid Uuni^ 
ing to .ashes before the tyrant, promised that 
three hmiUred should loliovv out his eutcrprisc 
Can I not ]>romisc for one, for two, for three, 
aye' fur hujjdredsr' , ^ 

Here he pointed to his friends, Reilly, Mar- 
ti'j, and Meagiier. A burst of wild enthusiasm 
followed — 

*^Oiiiccr! oiBcerl renatovcMr. Mitchd,^' was 
heard IVom Lefroy. A rusli was made on the 
doci^, and the foreit^ost ranks sprung from the 
galleries, with outstretched arms to vow with 
hioi too. The judges rushed in terror ficm 
t!ie benchcs^ — the turnkeys seized the hero, and 
iuii scene of wild confusion he liaU walked, 
and was half forced through the low, dark 
door^wuy in the rear, _ waving his haikl iu a 
quiet farewell. The belts grated, the gate 
slaninied, and he was seen no more. 

Men stood in alFriaht, and , looked in each 
others' faces wondorujgiy. They had seen a 
R(>!iian sacrifice in this uiodern wotld, and 
they were mute. 
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# # # • 

An hour oiapsed — the excited crowd had 
passed away ; and the partisan judges, nervous 
and ill at ease, ventured upon the bench again^ 

They were seated and seemed to be settling 
down to get through *;busuiess'' as well as 
they' could, when Mr. Holmes, Whose defence 
of Mr. Mitchel had been so otieusive to them^ 
rose. "My lords," he said, " I think I had a 
perfect right to use the language I did yesterday. 
I wish now to state that what I said yesterday 
as an advocate, 1 adopt to-day, as my own opin-^ 
ion. 1 here avow all I have said ; and, per* 
haps, under this late act of parliament, her Ma,* 
jesty's Attorney-General, if I have violated the 
law, may think it his duty to proceed against 
mc in that way. But if I have violated the 
law in anything I said, I must, with great re<- 
spect to the Court, assert that I had a perfect 
right to state what I stated ; and now I say m 
deliberation, that the seritiments I expressed 
with respect to England, and her treatment of 
this country, are my sentiments, and I here 
openly avow them. The Attorney-General is 
present — retract nothing— these are my well 
judged seutmieuts — these are my opiuions, as 
to the relative position of Englond and IrSlandj 
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and if I have, as you seem to insinuate, viola- 
ted the law by stating those opinions, I now 
deliberately do so agaai. Let hex Majesty's 
Attorney-JSeheral do his duty to his govern- 
ment, I have done mme to my country/' 

Such was the <^oncrii8i9n of the trial of John 
MitcheL The brother-iu-law and friend of Ro- 
bert Emmett) the republican * of our fathers' 
dayS| came to attest the justice of the republican 
of our own, and to vie with him in defying 
and scorning the mlamous laws of England. 

It is needless to say, that the Englii^ officials 
did not dare accept the challenge so nobly and 
defiantly flung down before the very dock 
whence one victim had just been bor4e. 

I feel tempted lo add a wbrd ora scene that 
intervenedi in which I took a part. When the 
sheriff recovered his self-posseission, he ordered 
several to be arrested; among others^ Mr. 
Meagher. The officer who seized him acted 
rudely and violently, which led to further con- 
fusion^ and the exchange of blows. "At last Mr. 
Meagher and myself were secured and removed 
to prison. Wheii order was restored, we were 
brought out bclore the court, and asked for au 
expression of regret. I answered, that having 
heard Mr. Mitchel express, in the dock, seati- 
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meats ia w.hich I eati-oly concurred, I took' 
immediate occasion to mark my most distinct 
aaJ emphatic approval. Ia doiag this I had no 
intentiou of an atfroni to tlte court. But as to 
retract, or ro^rct, no punishaient, in the power 
ol that or^iuy ^tlier coiurt/toiutiict) would com^ _ 
pel me to do either one or the other. 

Mr. Meagher repeated tiie same thing. We 
were then reprimanded and sent back. Soon 
alter w.e were recalled, and upon motion oi Mr« 
Dillon, and Sir Coleman O'Loughlin, on behalf 
oi Mr. Meagher, who stated that he would ex* 
press his regret for the contempt of court, but 
nothing else, wo were both ;:eleased| although 
I persisted in refusing even to join in the ex- 
pression of regret (uade for hul not by Mr. 
Meaglicr. , ■ 

On the same day on which the abovjp aK^eno 
took place, Joha Mitchel was borne in ironjs 
from tlie land of hislov^ the wifa^of his bosom/ 
auu tiie cliildrca of iuo hcai t. 

Next iu the list came Mr. O'Doqebxt, who 
was put on his trial. "The jiay, ' says Sir. 
Doheny, was of tlia ^tomp, usual ija such 
cases in Ireland. But a point of great impor-- 
tanco was raised his^ounselj as to th^ pub* 
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Ksher's hitentimi to commit the felon^^, which 

they insisted should be proved, to briog bi&caee 
within tM provision of the treason felony act. 

The court, composed of Chief fiarou Pigct aiid 
Baron Pennefather, gave -an opinion favorable 
to this caiistruction, and the jury refused to 
convict, for which the Castle Organ did not 
hesitate to pronounce them perjurors. Every 
one supposed and rejoiced that Mr. O^Doherty 
had escaped; but llie vengeance of the Attor- 
ney-General was far from -satisfied, and be had 
ample satislaction on a future day. 

On the 16th of August, John Martin was 
placed at the bar, before the.same judges. The 
instincts of the official e^perat^d by defeat^ 
exeicised a keener vigilance in selecting a jury ; 
and one was finally sworn that did not disap- 
point his sagacity. They fouud a verdict of 
guilty without besitiUiou; but recommeQiieil 
the prisoner tu uiercy, which iu that case was 
a distinct contradiction of their oaths. . The 
coiii{V)sition of Ihe jury, and the character of 
the prosecution, will be best understood by a 
j.cni.sal of the i^ubjoiucd speech. No higlicr 
proof could be giveu of his purity oi purpose, 
eleviiticn of soutiment, and gocduess of heart. 
Oji the 19th of August he was galled up to re- 
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ceive sentence. He stood in the spot, hallow- 
ed by the footphuts of Robert Emiuott and 
lohn Mitchei ; nor was the heart he brought 

to tlie samo sacrifice less worthy than theirs. 
Upon his benevolent countenance, 'or stout 
heart, the appliances oi terror around hini had 
na effect. He stood unmoved and unawed^ in 
the glorious consciousness that he had fiilillled 
his duty to his friend and to his country.. - 

^V'hen asked wiiat he had to say why sen- 
tence should not be passed upon him^ he re- 
plied : - 
^ Mt Lords : — have no imputation to cast 
upon the bench, neither have 1 aiiy thing of 
unfairness toward' myself to chaise the jury 
with. 1 thiak tlie judges desiied to do their 
duty fairly, as upright judges and men, and 
that the twelve men wiio were put into the 
box, not to try, but to convict me, voted hon- 
estly accordmg to their prejudices. 1 have no 
personal enmity against the sheriff, sub-sheriff, 
or any other gentlc iuau connected with the ar- 
rangements of the jury panel, nor against the 
Aitorney-Geucrul, or any other person engaged 
in the proceedings called my trial. But; my 
lords, 1 consider I have nut yd been tritd! 

There have been certain formalities carried on 
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here f<^ three days, but I have not been put, up- 

mi. my country^ according <o the constUuiion 
eaid to exist in Ireland! 

Twelv e of my countryman, Mndifferently 
chosen^MiaTe not been put into tiie Jury-box 
to try me, bait twelve men, whp, I believe^ 
have been selected by the partieer who repre^ 

sent the crown, lor tlxe puipuse of convicting} 
aud nojt o£ trying me. 

Every peibuii knows, that \yliat I have sta- 
ted is the fact ; and I would, represent to the 
judges, most respectfully, that they, as honora- 
ble judges, and as upright .citizens, ought to see 
that the adaiiiiLbtration of justice, iu this coun- 
try, is above suspicion. I have nothing more 
to say with regaid to the trial ; but would be 
thankful to the court foi^ permission to say a few 
words after sentence is passed." 

, Chief, Baron and Baron Penne&ther. No. 
We cannot hear anythmg from yon after bca- 
tence is pronounced." . ' « 

"Then, my lords, permit me to say, that ad- 
mitting the narrow and coniined constitutional 
doctrines, which I have heard preached in this 
court, to be right, lam not guilty of the charge 
according to this actt In the article of mine, 
which thQ jury fraqoied their verdict, which 
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tm^t^ritteu in prison^ aod published in the last 

number of my paper, what 1 desired to do was 
this, to advise and encourage my countrymen 
to keep their amis ; because that is thcu' ina 
lienabie right, which ne act of i^riiament, no 
proclamation can takeaway from tliuai. It ia, 
i repeat, their inalienable right* I advised 
them to keep their arms j and lui ther, I advised 
them to use their arms in their own defence 
against all assailants — even assailants that 
might come to attack them unconstitutionally! 
and iin]?ropcriy; using the tiueen's name as 
their sanction. ^ ^ 

■-^'My object in all my proceedings lias been 
simply to establish the independenee Ireland 
for the benefit of all the people of Ireland— 
nobleiueu, clergymen, judges, professional men 
—in fact, all Irishmen. I sought tJiat object 
first, because 1 thought it was our right ; be* 
cause t thought, and think still, national inde- 
peiidouoe was the right of the people oi this 
country. And secosidly, I admit, that being a 
man who loves retiremont, I never would have 
engaged in politics dkl I not think it necesitory 
to do ail iu my power to make an end of the 
horiible scenes the country presents^he pau- 
perism aud starvatioHi and crimei antd viee^ and 
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the hatred of all classes against each other. I • 
thought thero should be an end to that horrible 
system, which while it lasted, gave me no 
pewe mind^ |br I could uot eujoy anything 
in lAy coantry^ so long ai^ I saw my country* 
man forced to be yiciousi forced to hate each 
other, and degraded to tfaje level of paupers rad 
brutes* This is the reason I engaged in 
politics. > ' 

I acknowledge, as the solicitor-general hae 
said, that 1 was but a weak assailant of the En* 
gli^i power. I am not a good writer, and I am 
no orator* I had only two weeks experience 
in conducting a newspapt^r until I was put into 
jail. Bat I am satisfied to direct the attention 
of my countrymen to everything 1 have ever 
written, and to rest my character on a fair ex* 
aininatiou of what I have put forward as my 
opinions. I shall say nothing in vindication 
qf my motives but this, that ov cry fair and hon- 
est man, no matter how^ pjfejadiced he may boi 
if h§ calmly considers wliat I have written and 
said, will be satisfied that my motives were 
pure and honorable. I have notiiing more to 
say-" 

The Chief Baron, in pfissmg sentence,, allud- 
ed to the jury's ^.ireoommendation to mercy.'' 
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Mr. Martin* <<I ean not coHdescetid to ac- 
cept mercy where I believe i have been moral* 
ly ris^ht. I want justice, not mercy." 

He was then sentenced to ten years' trans- 
portation* 

On two successive occasions, the jury era- 
panelled by the goTemmeht, and carefally 

packed to serve their end, reiused to convict 
Mr. O'Doherty. He was placed on his trial a 

third time, on the 30th of October, prosecuted 
with the same enduring malignity, and a Ter* 
diet of guilty, suspected to be the result of a 
fraud practised on the j u ry , was returned. Mr. 
Williams, who was joint proprietor of the Tri- 
bune, and jointly responsible, was acquitted, 
after a protracted trial oa tlie 3d of November, 
. the jury being of opinion that although the art i* 
cles given in evidence were felonious, there 
was no proof to satisfy them that the proprie- 
tors, wlien publishing them, did so witii a felon- 
ious intent. This distinction arose in conse- 
quence of the fair and candid construction of 
the felony act, given by Chief Baron Pigot 
and Baron Pennefather, on Mr. O'Doherty's 
first trial, to the effect that the jury should be 
sntisfiod of the publisher's felonious intent; a 

coustraction which the present Judges CramfH 



Digitized by Google 



tcm and Torrens would not dare to*coiitoadict« • 

Notwithstanding this, just as the words, not 
guihy, were pronounced by the jury, iu Mr. 
Williams' case, despite the most flagrant and 
audacious bullying of the bencby Mr.O'Doher<* 
ty was called up for judgment. Among all the 
martyr-band whom this year 42onsigned to 
doom, not one behave^ himself with truer or 
nobler heroism ; not one^ either, whose fate 
commands a deeper sympathy. Under thirty 
years of age^ largely gifted, with most respect- 
able connections, a high place iu society, bril- 
liant prospects, and so unostentatious An his- 
- entiiUoiasm, that it was only tlien his country 
heard of his devotion, and learned his worth ; 
there he stood with as lofty consciousness and 
as brave a heart. as ever consecrated the. scaf- . 
fold or the bai tie-plain. 

Judge Crampton pronounced the sentence^ 
Nature has supplied his lordiship vviili charac- 
teristics of counteqauce admirably befitting, 
such a scene. Had he been only elevated to 
the kindred of acti^al executioner, he 

woQld have been spared the expense of a mask ; 
ior without it, no one could look, into his eyes. 
Of course, be was teemin^^ with compassion ^ 
and regret, which jointly reisulted in a sentence 
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of transportotion for tsjt tEkW. Mr. O^Doh^r^ 

ty, who stood aniuovcd, after a few preliaiina- 
ry observations in reletence to the unfairness 

of his trial, spoke as follows : 

Mr. 0*Doherty.— " I would feel much ob- 
liged if your lordship woidd permit me to meu* 
tiou a few more words with reference to my 
motives throughout this affair. I had but one 
object and purpose in view. I did feel deeply 
for the suiibriags and privations endured by my' 
fellow-^couritrymen. i did wish, by all means, 
cousisteut with a manly and hoiiorable jesis* 
tance> to assist in putting an end to that suffer* 
ing. It is very true, audi will confess it, that I 
desired an open resistance of the people to that 
goverumont, ^hich, in my judgment, entailed 
these sufferings upon them. I have used the 
words open and honorable resistance in order 
that I might refer ta.one of the articles brought 
iu evidence agaiiist me, iu which the writer 
suggests such things as flinging burning hoops 
on the soldiery. My lords, these are no senti- 
ments of mine. I did not write that article. 
1 did not see it or know of it until I read it 
when published in the paper. But I did not 
bring tho writer of it here on the table. Why ? 
I knew that if I were to do so^ it would be on* 
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' ly haadiag him over at.tlie courtrhouse doors 

to what oae of the wituesscs lias very properly 
cali^ the fangs oixhe Attoraey-Gcucral. With 
respect to myself I have no fears. I trui^t I 
will be enabled to bear my sentence vf iih all 
the forbcaraaca due to what I believe to be. 
the opinion pf iwelve conscientious enemies to 
mC) and 1 will bear with due paticuce the 
wrath of the goyernmeut whose mouthpiece 
they were; but I will never cease to deplore 
the destiny th^^t gave me bnth in this cauntry^ 
and compelled me, a» an Iriahman. to receive 
at your hands a felon s doam for discharging, 
what I conceived, and what I still conceive, to 
be my duty,'* . • * ' , . 

Mr. Smith O'Brien, is -another name that 
£Us the breast of an Irishman with enthusiasm 
and wo give below a short account of his trial, 
With that of Ills illustrious comrades, from the 
same work quoted above : 

The 6th of August was tlie dat^ of Mr. 
0*^Brien's* arrest; the 13th of August that of 
Messrs. Meagher and, O'Douolioe, and the 7th 
of September fhat of Mr. MeManus. Mi*. 
O'Brien was taken at the 'i diiilos station 
. boiise ; Messrs. Meagher and O'Donohoe, near 
Rathgaunon, on the road between Clououlty 

n 
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and Hoiy-eross, about five miles from Thurles^ 

and McMauuo on board the ship N. T>. Chase, 
in the bay of Cove, on the 7th of September^ 
They wero each conveyed to Kilmamham jail, 
ia tbfi first instance, where they i^mained until 
withiaa few days of tl>e opening of the special 
commission at CionmelL This took place on 
Tlnirsduy, the 21st of Sept., when the bilb 
were found, but six days were allowed to Hn 
O'Brien and the rest of the prisoners, to peruse 
the indictment, with copies of which they 
were respectively furaishpd. On Thursday, 
the 88th, the triad of Mr. 0]i3rien commenced 
that of Mr. Mc^^Iauus on the 9th of October ; 
that of Mr. O'Donohoe on the iSth, and that 
of Mr. Meagher on tlie 16th. 

JAries were empann^lled, in each csese, from 
whose prejudice and bad faith, verdicts for 
high treason were expected, even tboitgh the 
evidence uiily sustained a charge of common 
assault. Roman Catholics were, in the first 
instance, scrujuilously exchided j but after the 
two first verdicts, one or two were admitted, 
updn whose weakness of character, or genteel 
aspirations, the government might safely rely. 

It is bill j u'ti'-^o t'"" t!:;^f Pcrr.nJiiig to the 

law expounded by the beach, and tJie evidence 
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given on the tabl6, any other vefd'ict was not 
to be expected. But a jury differently com- 
pbsed, a jury of Englishmen, with their coun- 
try, their liberties, and their lives, periled to 
the last extremity by misgovernment and 
maladministration of law, would have spurned 
the law and the evidence, and relied on the 
great fundamtotal rights of humanity so fla- 
grantly oufraged by the government that then 
appeared as proseci^tors. 

^ The scene presented by Clonmell excited 
much public surprise. Newspaper correspon- 
dents magnified the sullen gloom that prevail- 
ed, into popular apthy or national cowardice/ 
^s suited the beht or puVpo'se of their employ- 
ers. The truth was, the people exhibited^^ dur- 
ing the trial, a decent and respectful forbear- 
ance. Empty parade, or vociferous sorrow,' 
would only moct the lofty purpose of the suf- 
ferers; and besides, the mortification which 
rankled in the public heart was too deep for 
utterance. The hopes of the people had been 
dashed, and they were stunned and stupefied 
by their fall. But so far from being apathetic,' 
nightly assemblages were held to consider if, 
even in that extremity, something was not yet 
possible to be done* 
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But, if there were a show of popular ind ifTerr 
eiice on the streets, the court house prescnfed 
a very different^ spectacle. There, everything 
manifested an intense bitterness of purpose j 
the court, composed of the two most unscrupu- 
lous partisans, (Chief Justices Blackbourne, and 
Doherty;) and the weakest or falsest political 
convert, (Mr. Justice Moore,) simulated the. 
imcontrollable emotions which an overweening 
loyalty awoke in the bosom of the Catholic At- 
torney-General. So far were their lordships . 
swayed by the spirit of imitativeness, that the 
most polished speakers, mistaking the incoher- 
ent jargon of the official for the broken utter- 
ance of overwrought zeal and shocked royalty, 
mimicked his distempered language as the only 
befitting medium of expression for disturbed 
feelings such as theirs. The simplest and most 
usual facilities accorded to murderers and pick- 
pockets, on their trial were rudely denied the 
counsel for the defence. The principles of 
law, recognized in England as sacred, were 
scouted from the bench, and the farce of trial 
proceeded through its different stages to the 
final denouement, with perfect regularity, 
every one performing the jf>art assigned him 
With unerring accuracy. / 
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(H the uitr^i4 ability whiqh stfUggled 
agahist this fearful combinatiort of bigotry, pre- 
judice, and passion, at the bar, en the bench, 
and in the box, I do not purpose to speak here. 
But I would be untkithfui to my trusty and on* 
just to the rarest heroism, if I did not record the 
fortitude ^d fidelity of O'l^onnell, fiiom ir^om 
i^ mmiK^s-ot the crown, orUie ftown of the 
bench, could not wring one w^id of evidence, 
fii'dnr^iiiafy ftmo; tliiB votrld be Mngtilar m*' 
tiepidity; but ciraumstaneedas O^Donnell was, 
it amouilted to a^toman wtoe. ^ Oli#%mther 
of his^ a doctor, was in jail at Liverpool, charg- 
ed with politicfil iidony ; another wa» hunted 
through the ^^ountry, and another was 4n irons, 
inrohred in' the aame isharge as the illustnons 
accused ; for them all he could command his 
o^ro teniis, mneh depended on his. testis 
mony; but though doom were upon them, . 
and a word of hie coidd avert it,* he refused to • 
speak. Honor be his. His integrity almost 
caneeUed-tfaA fhaina waA'4fiikiusB& q( thow dis* 
astrous times. , 

I can add' nothing'- to tWleisliniony thatee^ - 
tabiifhed the fortitude, manliness, and dignity 
of the prisoiie»^ m beyond precedent or enmr* 
pie. That their bearing, one and ail) was truly 
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oobie^ irienda iui4 fo^ took pride ia att^tiog.^ 
It was A solomii and a gioriou^ sight ; iead 
througl^L all iim^f. wiii turu to that Clonmel 
dg(;ktr.^ leam the ineatinuiblo and iiBpeffisluihi#.. 
raliPfiL sincere aud lofty .€oavicti(mSi uQdw%. 
tipoly heroic souL : ^. v.- , . 3U t^^^i* 
Of the speeches that fdlow, it will be obsei 
ed that Mr. O'Brieii's nwa delivered before tbet^ 
fate of hisx^omrades was known^ No n>an bsA^ 
ever greater aeed of ^viadicatiBg ott^eis al 00^ 
himself. No luau ^vcr poiis>essed in a higher? 
dggree ^th^ capacity azi4 atrepgdi to di>.so» Her- 

was satisfied it wa§ the last oppoFtmaly hp,, 

DfTould ever bvfe on emh fi>r e%flaxaitionn 
Yet, lest auy sentiment of his might injuriously:- 
a&et those that were then, or might thereair 
ter be oa th^ trial, he lorebore to -ass^t the 
principles, of whidh he was tfaei^e the.' martyr^.:; 

aud of wiiich he was more than ever proud, . 
It was^to the same.ruaselfi^ sentionsnt {la; 

yielded, wheu qonsenting to say, ^' Hot guilty/V 

•^Thc following is from the Freeman^e tfournal. Ah emi-^* 
nent Qaeea^B counsel^ wbo was present during tbe aviiiL,': 
ordeal, "waa beard to giTe utterance to a seDtiment eoiruth- 
fuUy graphic Ui&t we vfMiL fknSL fbU:^*« Well," eaSa liSi 
bis eyes full and bis cpuDtewiee^flttfibed with ,eoiotuHii^ 
"never was thexe sueb a stfene — never such true heroism 
displayed before. Emmett and J'itzgenild, and nil com-;-, 
biucd did not come up to that — so d^^uMed^ so calniy so 
beroks, Bsttabe^ * r.-« \ . 
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« 

lo a charge he would Jhave felt the gieatost 

I despair of conveying, (o my readers an 

ade(|uate idea of the gloom and horror of the 
scene in whic;b those iaimoij;al words were 
spoken. Death; near and terrible, was in the 
future. The recollection of ten days' inf^uny 
peopled the present with ghastly images of 
evil. Vindictiveness inexorable ^lare^ from 
the bench. The dust around the feet of the 
speakers was lade^ wiiu guiit. It would aiot 
rise to the briskest breeze, beneath the clears 
est skyi in liglu summer air^ so heavy had. the 
tread of murder been upon it. And oh, to think 
when they closed their eyes upon this world, 
what deeper death they left ttieir country, i • 
. • .\ ; • Will no day. of vengeance comoi. 

<5hGod! - * 

One of those benefits of the British constitu* 
tion, which cxcites themortalenvy of benight- 
ed '^surrounding nations," is this, that the law 
lies to the face of death, in the usual questioa 
addi'cssed to the condemned : whether he had 
anything to say why sentence of deeUh and eare- 
cxii^n should not Uepu^i>ed up,on him ?" when 
the m6stHS<mclusi¥e reasons that ever innoeenoe 
had to olfer would be worse than vain. Oil 
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the inomaig of ihe ^th ol' October, 1848, this 
barbarous mockery was addressed to TVilliam 
S. O'iirien, aiid lie answered thus: 

Mr. O^Briek — " My lords, it is not my in- 
lentiou to enter into any vindication of my con- 
duet, ho>verer much I might hav^ desired to 
avail myself of this ojiportumty of so doing. 
I am perfectly satisfied with the consciousness 
that 1 have performed my duty to my country 
-^that T have done only that which, ia my 
opinion, it was tiie duty of .every Irishman to 
h&ve done, " and I am now prepared to abide 
the consequences of having performed my duty 
to my native land. Proceed* "^Ith your sen- 
tence/' ((Jhcers in tlie gallery.) 

On the tnorning of the ^Sd'of the sama 
mouthy tiro sama formula was repeated to 
Terence Belle w McManus, Patrick O^DonoRoOi 
and TliDmas Frnncis Meagher, who replied 
respectively as folk)ws : 

Mr. jrMAXL's— *^My lords, I trust I am 
fSnough of a Christian and enough of a man to 
understand the awful responsibility oi the ques- 
tion that has It^een pat to me. My lords, stand** 

ing-on this my n-ative soi! — .-lamliiif? in an Irisfh 
court of justice, and, before the Irish nation^ 

I have mueh td isiry why seritence of death, or 
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the setilence of the law, should not be p«^d 

upon me; But, my lords, on entering ^hia 
court, I i^acpd my life, and what is of mueh more 
importance to mc— my honor — in the hands of 
Iwo advocates ; and, iny lords, if I had tea 

thousand lives, and ten thousaiid honors, I 
would be Qonteut to pl^oe them uader the 
watchful and- the glorious genius of the one, • 
ai^d the high legal ability of the other. My % 
lord?, I am content. In that regard I have no- 
thing to say. . But I have a word to ^y^ which 
ua advocate, however anxious, can utter for 
me. I have this to, say,, my lor<ls, jthat what- 
evtrfr pwrt I may have^taben through any &(ttug- 
gfle for my country's aidepeudence ; whatever 
part- 1 may have acted in that short career ; I 
stand before your lordships mw with a free 
heart, and with a- light conscience, ready to 
abiiie the issue of your sentence. And now,' 
my lords, perhaps this is the fittest time that I 
might put one ^ntiment on record, and it is 
this: Standing as I do between this dock 
the scaffold j it may be now, or to-morrow, or 
itiHay be never ; b^t whatever the result may 
be, I h2tve this sentiment to put on record* 
That in any part I have taken,. J have not been 
actuated by animosity to Englishman. For I 
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hire spent f^rne 'iftlic 11:4 ^ie<^.t and most pros- 
perous days of life there ; and lu no part 
of my career have I been acti;:ii:'d by enmity 
to Englishmen^ however much 1 may have 
felt the iijjustice of English rule in this island. 
My lord^i I have nothmg more to sslj* It is 
not for having loved England less, but for hav- 
ing loved Ireland more^^ tliat I ^taad now be* 
fore you."" 

Mr« O'Donolioe confined himself to a few 
words concerning his trial. 

Mr. Mcagh£b. — '^My lord^, it is my in ten* 
tion to say a few words only. I desire that 
the last act of a proceeding whi^h.has occupied 
so much of the public time, should b6 of short 
duration* . Nor have L the indelicate wish to 
close the dreary ceremony of a State prosecu- 
tion with a vain display of word^^ Did 1 fear 
that, hereafter, when I shall be no.iAore, the 
country lhave tried to serve, would think ill of 
me, I might indeed avail myself of this solemn 
moment to vindicate my sentiments aud my 
conduct. But I hav,e no such fear. The coun- 
try will judge of those sentiments and that 
conduct in a light far ^ different from that in 
which the jury by which! have been convic- 
ted have viewed (hem ; and by the country, the 
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sentence- which yott, my lords, are about- to pro- 
noonce, will he remembered only ad the severe 
and solemn attesluuon of my rectitude and truth. 
Whateverbethe langi:iage in-which^that sentence 
bel^^en, 1 know that my fate will meet with 
sympathy and that my msmtry will be honor* 
ed. In speaking thus, accuse me not, my lords, 
of an iadecorou» inreacnnptiont To thef efforts 
I have made in a just^nd noble cause, I ascribe 
m Tain ^portance-^nordo I claim* for those 
elioi ts any h^h reward. But it so happens, ^ 
and^t will ever happen so, that they who have' 
tridd to serve their country, no matter how 
w^ak the efibrt may have been^ are Sure to re-> 
ceive the thanks and the blessings of its people, 
Wittl-my country, then, I lea:te'my memrry-^ 
my sentiments — my acts — ^proudly feeling that 
they require no vindication from me this day. 
A jury of tny countrymen, it is true, have ^ 
fdund me ^ilty of the crime of which I stood 
indicted^ For this I entertain not the slightest 
feelidg^' of tesentment toward* thenu ' Infln- 
enced as they must have been by the charge 
of the Lord Ohief Justice, they cOnld have 
found no other verdict. What of that charge? 
Any strong observations on it, I feel sihcerelyi ' 
would ill befit the solemnity of this scene ; \>yx< 
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I would eam^atXy beseech q£ yo^- fipLjt tos^^- 
you, who preside on that bench — ^when- the' 
pa^oas aod tbe pre^udices.of this hour have 
passed away, to appeal lo your conscience, and 
ask ol it was your charge as it ought to. hav« 
been, impartial and indifFerent Wliwewfee^wifci 
J act gnd th§ crowOt My lords, you (oay.deem 
this language unSecdiAiDg in Bse, and perhaps 
it mrxy seal my &te. But I am here to speak 
the tmth, whate^ei it may oost. I am here to 
regret nothing I have ever done — to retract 
thing I have ^vex said. I tm here to etwref 
with no lying lip, the life I consecrate to the 
liberty of, my country. Far from it: evmheps 
— here, where the thief, tlie libertine, th# 
murderer, haarelejSt their footprints in the du^ 
here, on this spot, where the shadows ojf iieath 
sufxouiKt me, and ff om which I see my early 
grave in an unaaoiiited soil opened to rcQeive 
me^ven here, enoiscled by these teopors, the 
hope which has beckoned me to the pei ilovis 
sea upon whip^ I have bten wrecked|^tilicoii- ; 
solesj auimates, enraptures me. ,Nc(, I do not 
deq)iMr of iMy^ippor old country, her peace, her 
liberty; iicr glory. For that country I can dp^ 
no more than bid h^t Hope. To^ lift this i^ 
land up-— 4o make her a benefactor to hiunaniv 
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iy, iastead/kf being the me&fi^rt b^gar in 

woxld;: — to j-estore to her her native powers and 
her ancient coostitati^n — ^this has beea 
ambitiipU) and this ambition has been my 
crime. • Judged by the law of England^ I know 
this crime entails the penalty of death j bntthe 
history of Ireland explains this crime,' and jus^ 
tifies it. Judged by that history, I am no 
crimiotd-r^you (addressing Mr^^M'Maiias^) are 
no criaiinal-— you (addressing. Mr. Donohoe) 
ace no;eraninalr— 'I de^tve ^no puinshmen^ 

we deserve no punishment. Judged by that 

histery) the tfeasoa of which I stand oonVieted 

loses all its guilt, is sanctified as a duty, will 
be^ll(Oibled< as a sacrifice. - With these sentir 
meats, my lordj I await the sentence of the 
' Court. ' Having done what I felt to be- my 
duty— 4iaving spoken what I felt to be the 
truth, as I have .dome on every other occasioo 
of my short career, I now Lid larewell to the 
country oi4ay birth^^ny pasi^iou, a&d my d^th 
—the country whose misfortunes have invok- 
ed my sympathies-rrwhose £actiofis 1 have 
sought to still — whose intellect I have prompt- 
ed to a lofty ^im< — ^whoseireedom has been my • 
fata! dream, l offer to that country, as a proof 
of ti^L^io^e I bear hoc, aod the sincerity wUh 
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which I thenght, aiMlapokei and stmggWd for 

her freedom — the life of a young heart, and 
with that liiGf 9ii the hopes, the hanors, the 
endearments, of - a happy ^nd an honorable 
heme. ProaouAce then, my lordjs, the sen* 
fence which the law directs, and I will be pre« 
pared to hear it. I trust I shall be prepared to 
meet its e:secution. I hope to be able, with a 
pure heaai aud perfect c^npo&urei to appear be* 
foDeu higher tribii»al-*-a tribnna) where a 
Judge of iofjinite goddiiess, as well as of justicCi 
will preside, and where, my Idrds^^ mariy — 
many of the judgments of this world will be 
reversed." 

'The seiitence of the Court was then pro* 
jEiouneedy asit liad been previously on Mr. 
O'BrieiJ. It was ia the following words : 

That sentence is^ that you Tenence Bellew 
M'Maaus^ you Patrick O'Donohoe, and you 
Thomas . Fmic^s Meagher, be* taken: hence to 
the place from wbeace you came, and be 
thence, dcawn^ im u hurdle to the {^9ce of exe- 
cution; that each of you be there hanged by 
the neck mitii you are dead,' and that afterward 
the head of each of you shall be severed from 
the body, and the body of each divided i»to 
. four quarters, to be disposed of aa heir Majesty 
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may think fit.. And. may Almighty God hare 

mercy upon your souls." - 

A writ of error wa$ sued out prinoipally on . 
the gFOund that the principles of constitutional 
law were violated. The House of Lords final- 
ly quashed the error and confirmed the judg- 
xoisat, MeaaliiBe, tkeoountfyy or a giPeat ]>Qr- 
•lion of the people, took the last step in the 
direction of debasement, by praying Uie Qiueen 
and the Lord Lieutenant for a free pardon. 
The peXitions Wi»re s|Hirndd ; but 'her Majestyi 
yielding to the powerflil sentiment ' of abhor- 
rence agau4t the. punishment of death for politi- 
cal offences commnted the sentence into trans- 
portation for lite. This final sentence was 
carried- into effect on the 9fli day of July, 1849, 
when the ship gi war: Swjift spread her sails 
and hoisted her felon flag, bearing out foxea, 
and having outboard the four illustrious exiles. 

Martin and CDoherty had been * conveyed 
to Cork on l?oard . the Triton^ on the loth of 
June, whence they were sent tdiierd with 
connnon malefactors on board the Mount Ste- 
wart £lphinstone--=-at the time infested with 
the plague.' This vesse.1 rjcniaiiied off Spike 
IslaiMi while th«9 cholera was doing its ravages 
among her passengers; ^ud finally put w gca. 
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^ith the patriots and pestflMce, a few days 

before the departure of Uie Swift. 

XH£ UNI^SCEIBfiD TOMB OF £MM£TT. 



«(J>t my toaibromaia aiiiii8erib«d, and my memory ia obliviun, un- 
til oUmt tinw ft«d octMi mwi cti do JtutiM to my tkMUtet. *' 

"Pray tell me/' I said, to an old man who stray'd, 

Droopin!^ ovor tTic grave "which his o^m? hands had madd, 
** Pray trU me the uame of the teuiiut who sluops 
'Nojith y«»ntlor h)iie hIkuIo where the sad willow wcepfi^ 
Kvciy t^ttJiie is cntrrav'd willi the name of the dead. 
But you black slab declares not whose spiniia iiiid." 

In Filence he bowM, then bcchou'd me nic^h, 
Till we stood o'fer the grave — then he ?ai ! with a sigh, 
** Yes, they dare not to trace e'en a word oji ihi:* stofid^ ^ . 
To the memorv of him who sleeps coidlv alone; 
lie told them — commanded — the lineff o er hi^ i^ave. 
Should never be traced by the Jiand of a slave ! 

*'lle bade them to shade eVn lii- n!\me in the gloom. 
Till tlie fDoruing of freedom shniild -liiiie ou hi;»tomt^ 
* When the flsigofmy country at iiU rty flics, 
Then — then let mv name and mv monument ripe,* 
You see the;^' obey'd him — 'tis thirty-thiec j^ears, 
And they atill coine to moisleti his graye'wtth their iemt 

•*He was yoim:^ lilre yourself, arfd aspirM to o'erthrow 
The tyrants who t\\\\\ hi.n lov'd inland with woe ; 
They crush'd his l>olil spirit — this earth was confio'd^ . ' 
Too scant for the range o/ his luminous mind." 
He paus'd, Mid the old mau weat ilowly away, 
Ana I felt) aa he left me, an impvdse to pray. 

Grant, Heaven ! I may see, ere my own days are done, 
A monument rii»e o*er my country's lost son 1 
And uh 1 proudcdt task, be it mine to indite 
The long-delavM tribute a freeman must write ; 
TIU th«a ahail ita^tfaeme la breast deeply dweU, 
Bo peaite to ih% dutahers, dear sbftde, (are the irelt. 
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